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Grand Jubilee. 
IN WHICH 


We ſhall be freed from all our Milcries, and have 
perpetnal Eaſe and Happineſs, or endleſs Mileries 


and Jorments. As delivered in 
FOUR SERMONS 
On the XXth Chap. of Rev. Verſe 11, 12, 13, 14, 15- 

To. which is added, | 
TWO SERMONS 

Upon the Firſt of the Canticles, Ver. 6, 7. 

— . . ff LODI» — 

By SYMPSON SMITH, 


Miniſter of BRETTLEWELL, in ESSEX. 
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Matt. XVI. 26. What is a Man Frgßtted, if be ſhall-gaix e xrel 
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charge for his Soul ? * n N 

” IF | 


LEEDS: 


Printed by J. Brxws, and fold by him; alſo by OGH u 
and SPEARE, VERNOR and lloop, and B. CROSN V, 
iu LONDON, 1795, 


Ia 27 


— Cr OS In we" 


F 
The PREFACE... 


Chriſtian Reader, 


BE learned and pious Author of this book, 
was ſo affetted with 514 duty, that he ſpar ed 

no time or pans anmmyft his people 140 promote the 
glory of God, and an amendment in their lives and 
converſution; to which purpeſe! he not only continued 
preaching the Word to them in ſjeajon, and out of 
ſeofop, but alſo pubſhed Jeveral religions books to 
aamaniſh them of their duty, with ſo much ſincerity 
and plainnejs, that they muſt needs melt into con- 
trition the ſtany hearts of the mofl obdurate ſin ners. 
He ſeems to have a maſt tender regard for the 


ſalvation of his pa rifhioners at Brittlewell in Eſſex, 


over whom he had long laboured in the vineyard, 
and been a faichful Miniſter in the Lord, whom 


he open!y declared he loved with all his heart. And 


no queſtion but he found the benefit of his preaching 
among them, by the deſire he had for their further 
increaſe of godiinefs, and the frequent exhortations he 
gave them to continue ſteadfaſt in the faith, unto 
which they were called, through Jeſus Chrift our 
Lord. 

In this book he exhorts them to lofe no time, but 
to work out their ſalvation with fear and trembling, 
wh:l/t it is yet Day, for the night cometh, when no 
man can work, and therefore to eſteem time as the 
moſt precicus thing in the world; and the rather, 
becauſe neither he nor they knew how ſoon they ſhould 
be called to give an account of their works ; char- 
ging them not to defer their repentance till it was 


tos late; for many have often had good purpoſes of 
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heart: to cleave unto. the Lord, which have been 
prevented by death, te want of timeiy repentance; 
and therefore it klalhoues them to agree. with the 
aUverſary while tt. pid. are ir the way with him, lejt 


they fopould be arreſted by death when they mutt be 


fure to pay. the utmolt farthing. 

Conſider then eternity is no dream, Hell and the 
worm. thut never dies is us me lanc Holy conceit, 
lenden is n Elyſſum: There is the 
greateſt reality agi nable in theſe things, what- 
ever men may think of them, thuugh they ars ſyi- 
ritnal and aut of the hen of ſenſe, for they are real 
and within the view of faith: Look not therefore 


at the thines which are ſeen, but look at the things 


which are not ſeen; for the things that are feen 
are temporal, but the things which are not ſeen 
are eternal. 

Meditate, /aith he, much of the ſtrictneſs and 

ſuddenneſs of that judgment day, which thou and 
J muſt paſs. through into an everlaſting ſtate !— 
IF herein Gad the impartial Fudge will require an 
arcount at our hands, of all our talents, Me muſt 
then account for time, how we have ſpent that; 
fer eſtate, how we have empiayed that; for ſtrength, 
Hot we have laid out that; for affections and 
mercies, 29w they have been tmproved ; for the 
relations we ſlacd in bere, how they have been d:j- 
charged; and for ſeaſons and means of grace, how 
they have begn huſbanded; and look, how we have 
fowed here, ſo ſhall we reap hereafter. 

1 have endeavoured in this edition, to have it 


more perfect and correct than any before publiſhed, - 


having had affiftance of ſeveral able Miniſters, as 
alſo ſeveral additions from Mr. Smith's own hand, 
which he defizned to have publiſned in the ſecend 
edition, had the Lord thought fit to have continued 


bim longer amen us, 
Uſe 
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Uſe then, I beſeech thee, this book as a help to 
thee, to better thee in the performance of that auty, 
which concerns thee ſo much, that thou mayeſt one 
day give an account of thy works. And if thou 
reap any benefit by it, give the praiſe unto God, 
From whom every good and perfect work proceedeth : 

For God is a Spirit, and they that worthip him, 
muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and truth. And may 
| God bleſs thee in all that thou goeſt about to de, and 
' ſave thee in the hour of death, is, and ſhall be the 
| dauly prayers of thine in the Lord. 1 1 
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DAY OF JUBILEE. 


T1S winged hoſts, fly throogh all coaſts, 
Together gathering, | 
Both gocd and bad, both quick and dead, 
And all to judgment bring. | 


So that e'ry one before the throne 4 
Of Odriſt our Judge is brought : | 
Both righteous aud impious, 


That good or ill had wrought, 


All theſe do ſtand at Chriſt's right hand 
With pleaſute and delight: 

Cloathed in bright, a glorious fight, 
And ſhines day without night. 


Theſe blefied ones they fit on thrones 
judging the worid with. me: 

Come and poſſeſs your happineſs, 
And bought felicity, 


Henceforth no fears, no Care nor tears, 
No fin ſhall you annoy : 

Nor any thiog that grief doth bring, 
Eternal re and joy. 


You bore the crois, and ſuffered loſs 
Of all for my name fake : 
Receive the crown that's now your own, 
Come and a kingdom take, ; 
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SERMON I. 


Rev. xx. Ver. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15.” 

11. And I ſaw a great white throne, aud him that 
fat on it; from wheje face the eartb and the 
heavens fied away, and there was found no place 

for them. 12. And I ſaw the dead jmail and great 

and before God, and the books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which is the bock of 
life: and the dead were judged out of theſe 

things which were written in the books, according . 
to their works, 1%. And the ſea gave up the 
dead which were in it, and death and bell deli- 
vered up their dead which were in them: And 
they were judged every man according to their 
works. 14, And death and hell were caſt into 
the lake of fire; this is the ſecond death. 15. And 
whoſoever was not ſound written in the book f 
life, was caf? into the lake ſire. 


AVING lately explained to you the myſ- 
teries of Chriſt's incarnation, and taking 
our nature upon bim to redeem mankind from 
eternal miſeries, being his firſt coming in humzlity 
to us, to offer us ſalvation, upon the terms of 
faith and repentance. It can be no leſs advanta- 
gious to you, that I put you in mind of his ſecond 
coming in giory. to judge the world, that thoſe 
that will not be worked upon by his coming in 
love and compaſſion, might be terrified and aſto- 

niſhed 


8 The Laſt Great Aſſixe. 
niſhed by his coming to judge us, when he ſhall 


that eternal happineſs prepared far you from. the 
beginning of the world, And go ye curſed into ever- 
laſting. terments, prepared for the deal. and his 


in the night, in which the heavens ſhall paſs: away 
with a great noije, aud the elemint ſhall melt with 
ervent heat, the earth alſo, and the works that are 
therein, ſhall be burnt up, 2 Pet. iii. 10. It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God, who will neither be bribed by menies or 
preterment. If we do but fall into his hands in a 
fever in our-bed, or in a tempeſt at ſea, or in a 
diſcontent at home: But to tall into the hands of 
the living God, fo that that living God enters 
into judgment with us, and paſſeth a final and 
irrevocable judgment upon us, is a conſternation 
of all our ſpirits, and extermination of all our ſue- 
cours; eſpecially if we conſider, how that God 
with one word made all; ſo with another he 
can deſtroy all, As he ſpake, and it was done, he 
commanded end all /ftood fat, Pſalm xxxiii. . ſo he 


all ſhall fall in pieces, 


The Sum ef Scripture.” 


To which end I have choſen this place of ſcrip- 
ture, which ſo powerfully preſſes an awful dread 
and fear on the minds of thoſe who neglect to im- 
prove the precious moments of this life, and put 
away far from them this day of the Lord, ſaying, 
M bere are the ſigus of his coming? For ſince the 
fathers fell afſeep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation, 2 Pet. iii 4. 
But what then faith the Apoſtle, was not the world 

that 


pronouncethat final judgment, Come ye bieſſed into 


angels. Which judgment although it is delayed 
for a time, vet it will. certainly come, .as. a thief 


can ſpeak, and all thall be undone, command, and. 
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| that then was, overflowed: with water and periſh. 


I ed; and if that were done in earneſt, why do ye 

to make a jeſt of this F I hat the heavens and the 

be earth which are now, are referved unto fire againſt 

— the day of judgment. And St. Jude bids us, v. 17, 

15 Remember the words which were ſpoken before of the 

d er of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that there ſhould 

ef | be mackers in the laſt time. Againſt whom |ſaiah 

7 propheſieth, Iſa. Ixvi. 15. That the Lora will come - 

% KR with fire, aud with his cnariots, like a whirlwind, 

e tao render his anger with fury: For by. fire, and by. 

a 4 his Jword will the Lord plead with all feſb. And 5 
g the Prophet Joel calls it, A day of darkneſs. ane 
Or © | gloomineſs, and yet a fire devouring before them, and 
a a flame burneth behind them. Which is ſufficient | 
a to make every man to remember, who has any | 
of | regard to his future happineſs, the words of the | 


rs | Holy Ghoſt written by St. John in the firſt of the 
d Revelations, verſe 7. where he faith, Behold he 


In cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ee him: | 
e- And all the kindreds of the earth ſbail wail and la- | 
d ment, and weep and howl becauſe of him. | 
ne The five verſes in the text, contain in them a 
be very lively deſcription of our Saviour's ſecond” j 
1 coming to judgment; which although he ſaw it 
d. } only i in a viſion, yet it is expreſſed with as much | 
majeſty 2s words are capable to utter : For words 


are not capable to expreſs it with that glorv, as 

when the Son of Man ſhall fit attended with the 
p- heavenly hoſt, having his throne like a fiery flame, 
ad and.-bit wheels as burning Jive, a fiery ſi ream iſſuing 
n- Jom bim, Dan. vii. . 


ut 
g The Parts of. the Text... 
be This John who wrote the book of the Revela- 


re | tions was the Evangeliſt, and the beloved diſciple 
4. 0 Chriſt, who followed him whereſoever he went, | 
and 
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and ſtood by him, not only when he was appre- 
hended in the garden, but went with him to the 
judgment ſeat of Pilate, and never denied him as 


Peter did, but even attended him to his death on lif 
the croſs, and never left him till he had lain him he 
in his ſepulchre; and after for preaching the in 
Goſpel was baniſhed by Domidan, the Roman * 
Emperor, to the deſolate iſland of Patmos; where þf ** 
this viſion of the laſt day, was revealed to him, as | © 


a ſingular favour of heaven. He was one of the 
three diſciples that always attended his Lord and te 
Maſter. He was with him at the marriage of th 
Cana in Galilee, and afterwards in the garden, and ot 
before Pilate, and leaned upon his breaſt at ſupper, | 
where he.aſked him many queſtions ; and upon. | Y 
the croſs Chriſt commended the care of his mother. . H 
to him, ſaying, Behold thy mother. ſ1 


The Perſon. of the Judge. 

The perſon of the Judge is deſcribed in the firſt” | 4 
verſe of the text, full of majeſty, power, and in- 
tegrity, ſeverity and terror. And the perſons who. 
are to appear before him to judgment, are, he tells 
us, in the ſecond verſe, Both ſmall and great, all 
that ever were born, or ſhall be, to the end of the 
world, rich and poor, high and low, all (hall be | © 
gathered together at the ſound of the laſt trumpet kl 
on this terrible day, to appear before the judgment- te 
ſeat of Chriſt, and our own conſciences will be || © 
both jury and witneſſes to acquit or condemn us; |} ® 
for the holv ſcriptures tells us, that zhe books (hall J 
be opened, and that then God will judge every h 
man according to his works, our conſciences giving 


evidences either for or againſt us, by which .we -| * 
muſt either ſtand or fall. C 


The] S 


life, ſhall be bleſſed and happy for ever; 


one; in order unto which, if you 


His will, as to eſcape the ſecond death 
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The Iſſue of the Fudg ment. 


Thoſe whoſe names are written in the book of 
but death, 
hell and atan, and all ungodly perſons hall be caſt 
into the lake of fire and brimſtone, thereto remain 
with the apoſtate angels, who-kept not the firſt co- 
venant, but fell, to endure eternal torments for 
evermore, which is the ſecond death. 

And thus having told you the meaning of the 
text, i ſhall in the next place, proceed to ſpeak to 
the ſeveral points mentioned in the text, one by 

give good heed, 

I hope God of his infinite mercy, will ſoon open 

your hearts, that you may ſo hear and underſtand 

, and your 

— ſouls may be ſaved in the day of our Lord 
eſus. 


And I ſaw a great white throne, and him that ſat 
on it, from whoſe face the arch and heaven fied 
away, and there was found no place for them, 


1 ſaw a great white throne, &c. 

St. John tells us, he ſaw a great white throne, 
as a place put in order for the accommodation of 
the Judge, that fat on it, which he was commanded 
to record in a book, that no one might plead ig- 
norance, but having a true ſenſe of his coming, 
we might take care to work out our /a/vat'ion with 
fear and trembling, and meet him in the clouds of 
heaven with joy and not with grief: By which we 
might obſerve the unexpreſſible goodneſs of Chriſt 
to his church and people, that he reveals his ſecond 
coming to St. John, to the intent that none may 
be ſo ignorant of it, but prepare to meet the bride- 
goom with oil in their lamps. 

Knowledge 
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Knowledge of the laſl Fudgment neceſſary. ſi 

Chriſt's eoming to judgment is nearer at hand o 
now than ever; it was expected in the times of Ja 
the Patriarchs and Prophets, but then he had not 
took our nature upon him, and paid the debt due 
to his Father by our fall and tranſgreſſions: But 
that bein done, we have more reaſon to expect 
it now than ever, When we are ſo divided among 
ourielves, and ſuch a rent is made in his ſeamleſs 
coat, by our dwiſions and animoſities. What can 
any Chriſtian or true believer expect, but that the 
day of the Lord is at hand, when there are fo many 
ſatyrs and libels'daily publiſhed againſt our holy 
religion, and men are grown ſo audacious in con- 
tempt of authority, as to deny the Lord that re- 
-deemed them. When the holy Sabbath, which 
God by expreſs commandment has ſet apart for 
ſerving him, is ſo much prophaned, and inſtead ! 
of ſerving him in his churches, which he has ſet ed 
apart to be worſhipped in, men ſpend the day in % 
ſports and paſtimes ; which abominable ſin, all th. 
true Chriſtians ought to beg of God to forgive, ble 
for the ſake of the few righteous that remain a- m 
moneſt us, and have not yet bowed their heads Jled 
unto Baal. And what is the meaning of all this % 
wickedneſs in the land, but to put us in mind of 
the laſt jud»ment, which none of us know how 
ſoon it may happen, for it wil! come upon us as a {01 
thief in the night... And it may happen in the Jow 
night of ignorance, or in the night of wantonneſs, Ja 
or in the night of ſinful melancholy, and ſuſpicion | - 
of his mercy, or he may come in the night of ſo Lo 
ſtupid, or fo raging a ſickneſs, as we are not capable [wo 
of receiving him in the abſolution of his Miniſter, ty) 
or in the participation of his body and of his blood fwas 


in the Sacrament: Nay he may come upofi us in The 
ſuch Firu 
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ſuch a night, as when all theſe nights of ig nerance, 
and of wantonne/s, of deſperation, of .,. chneſs, of Pupidity 
of and rave, may be upon us all at once, 
nat There is not one truth in the whole Bible more 
que | often urged than this of Chriſt's coming to judg- 
2ut | ment, to awaken men out of their decp fecurity, 
et | and make them mindful of that Majeſiy before 
NZ whom all muſt one day appear to give up their ac- 
leſs | counts. Enoch the ſeventh from Adam, as St. 
can Jude tells us, propheſied the Lord's coming to 


the judgment, to take vengeance on the wicked and 
any ii diſobedient, which ſhould be a terrible and awaken- 
oly ing doctrine to ſouls that are drowſy, and as it 
on- were buried in their fins, to conſider they muſt 
re- one day give an account of all their thoughts, 
ich words, and actions, before the dreadful Majeſty of 
for Heaven. 


ead | How did this provoke St. Paul, when he preach- 
; (et ed unto Felix the Governor, of te mperancey righte- 
y in i, and judgment to come, Acts xxiv. xxv. fo 
all that his very knees ſmote together, and he trem- 
ive, bled. And Habakuk, a prophet, and a very holy 
na- man, when he heard of the laſt judgment, acknow- 

eads Hedged his tear, ſaving, my belly trembled, and my 


this %s qurvered at the voice, and rottenneſi entered inte 
d of | my bones. And holy David, though a man after 
how {God's own heart, and who upon all other oeca- 


as a ſſions, had courage enough, was not aſhamed to 
the fown, that his fleſh tr embled for fear of God, and 
neſs, that he was afraid of his jndgments, Pla. cxix. 120. 
cio } And it is recorded of Noah, that when the 
of ſo {Lord had foretold Him, that he would drown the 
able [world, although there was an hundred and twen— 
iſter, ty years to come, before it was to happen, that he 
lood was ſo moved with that admonition, that he built 
as in che ark to ſave himſelf and his family, from the de- 
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ſuch Firuction that after fell upon all mankind but them. 
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And as St. Auſtin ſaith, every oo that was given 
an the ark by Noah, was jo many warning pieces 
to the whore world. | 
And now, my brethren, what doctrine can be 
more uſcful to the men of this untoward genera- 
tion, who are forgetful of every good duty, and 
more eſpecially of the day of death and judgment, 
which the want of the ſcriptures, make the ground 
of all ſin: For in the days of Roa they did eat, 
they drank, they were married and given in mar- 


riage, they planted, they buildea, never dreamius of | 


1 He Judgment that W as jo 72 125 at ha: 24, Un til the d ay 
Came upon then, as a ſnare, being unnnipdfulof the 
judgment, not dreaming it was fo nigh at hand, 


And ſoit will be-with many in theſe our days, who 


have no regard to futurity y, until the day com 
upon them as a ſnare, and'it is too late for rocks 
and mountains to ſhelter them from the fear 9 him 
that fits on the throne. © Which is further exempli- 
fied in the parable of the fooliſh virgins, wha flum- 
bered and ſlept, and took not their oil of faith in 

their lamps, againſt the 8 of the bridegroom. 
As alſo of the evil ſervant in the goſpel, who un- 
.concerned:v continued to on and drink, and beat 
his fellow-fervant, never dreaming ot his maſter's 
returning ſo ſoon as he did. 

How ſhould the confideration of theſe things 
Touſe up every Chriſtian from the lethargy of ſin, 
to take care of ourſclves in time, and not to be 
ruined for ever; for who that is loaded with a 
weight of ſin, can abide the coming of the Lord to 
judgment. And yet all muſt appear before the 
judgment - ſeat of Chiiſt ? ] here are no exceptions, 
both good and bad, rich and poor, there is no 
ſheltering-place for any, which ought to bevyet in 
every one of us areverence of that. Divine Majeſty, 
ho hath power to Go with us as the potter doth 
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with his clay to mould us to honour or diſhonour. 

There are two great things Gy are great hin- 
drances to godiy people, from too due preparation 
for this day. 

Firſt, A careleſs neglect of religious duties, and” 
ſhifrins them off to rhe laſt, flattering ourtelves it 
is time enough to beęin to repent, and that tho 
Maſter will not come as yet, though it is written, 
the day and heur Aneieth ns man, no, not the angels 
in Heaven. Who knows whether ho mall live 
an hour, ſeeing our life is in the hands of God, 
who can take it from us in a moment; for as St. 


Auſtin faith, The day of death is not known, and 


therefore every day we mult endeavour to repent, 

and prepare ourſelves for this ſudden diſſolution, 
which every man is ſubject to by nature, although 
he continues in ever ſo wicked a (ſtate of life. We 
are ſurrounded with innumerable accidents, death 
meets us at every corner, and is procured by every 
inftrument of violence: only as exceſs of wine, or 
a debauch, or by the Rumbling ar a (tone, by the 
fall cf tile, or by the violence of a beaſt, and by 
every thing in Providence. There is no ſta ate, no 
accident, no circumſtance in life, but has been 
ſoured by fome fad accident of a dying friend. 


The ſon of Syrach tells us, The bride went into her 


chamber, and knew not what would vefal ber there. 
A friendly meeting often ends in a ſorrow ful part- 
ing; nay, ſometimes makes an eternal parting. 
Many have died under the hands of their para- 
nymphs, or maids in dreſſing to their nuptials, and 


their wedding-garments have been laid afide, to put 


on a wedding-ſhroud: and inſtead of a nuptial bed, 
they have laid down in the filence of the grave. 


And if ſo, how doth it behove every one to re- 


pent in time, and prepare himſelf for the great and 
terrible. day of the Lord's coming to judgment; 7 
B 2 ' for 
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for there is no repentance in the grave, as the tree 
falls ſo it lies. Let us remember the fool in the goſpel, 
who when he promiſed himſelf an enlargement in 
his barns, and bids his foul take its reſt for many 
years, yet it was taken from him that very night. 
And ſo it might be with every one, that promiſes 
to himſeif a time beyond his power to command ; 
therefore whillt it 15 called to-day let us hear his 
dict, for who can tell what a day may bring forth, 
leſt the night of death ſteal upon us, wherein no 
men c2n work. 

And therefore it is high time to hearken to the 
word of God, whilft the goſpel is preached unto. 
us, and while he Knocketh at the door of our hearts, 
and would eladly enter in; for he ſaith, I any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I v1 ill come in 
and ſup with him, and he with me, W herein you 
fee Chriſt makes a proclamation of his love, to all 
that believe in him, and therefore it behoves all of 
us to make uſe of this preſent time, while we have 
2t, for fear it ſhould be too late, for time and tide 
will Nay /or acne. And therefore it is good, that 
in time we make our calling and election ſure, and 
labour with the aroſtle, to work out our ſalvation 

vith tear and trembling, and not to lie in ſecurity, 

and negꝑlect our duty to God, which is the frſt hin- 
drance that we do not ofiner meditateinthe day of 
death and judgment, for after death there is no repen- 
tance; for ho can be ſuch a fool to imagine, that 
God has leaden feet, becauſe he is flow in coming, 
but rather with the wiſe virgins in the goſpel, 
would not trim his lamp, and put in oil, fo that he 
ma find us read, and prepared for his coming, 
and we are not caſt out, and thereby feel his won 

hand. 

Secondly, There is another hindrance that keeps 
men from minding the judgment to come, which 
18 
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is the cares of this life, and the enjoyments thereof, 
which uſually ſwallo»s them up in a continual 
hurry of buſineſs, ſo that they think of nothing 
elle, and cannot ſpare even the 5abbath from look- 
ing over their books of accounts, Jooking upon 
any account they muſt give of their w ords and 

actions at the day of judgment, as an impertinent 
45 only to frighten fools and children: Whereas 
did they but eonſider that even this night their 
ſouls might be taken from them, Luke xii. 10. 
and that they ſand continually tottering on tag 
bank of the grave, they would huſband their time 
to a better end, and lay up for themſelves riches 
that can never fil them, making their chief call to 
make their reckoning ſtreight, againſt the day ot 
pee come, Which no man can tell how ſoon; ; 
they would then part withal the trifling vanities of 
this world, to ſecure to themſelves a'peerl of ineſ- 
timable price : For all that we eat value in this 
life, is a quiet mind, and a good co ſcience: 

The ancient Philof ophers ever made it their 
ſtudy, nut to be over careful for the things of this 
world, any more than what is neceſſary for the 
ſuppbrt of life; for here we are but as pilgrims, 


travelling through a wildernels, to a land flowing ä 


with milk and honey, the heavenly Canaan, the 


New Jere alem, and ſhould enjoy the things of this 


world, as ulins them but not abuſing them, having 
an eye to the recompence of reward, where Chritt 
ſits at the right hand of his Father on a white 
throne, judging the twelve tribes of Vel. 

God takes ſome out of the world, becauſe it is 
not worthy of them, and others he ſuffers not o 
live out half their time, ho are not worthy of the 
world, as he did Ahab, Agag, and Herod, who 
being vile om did not live out half their days. 


And God made haſte to take aw ay good Joſah from 
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the evil to come, becauſe his ſoul pleaſed him. And 
why, if we conſider, ſhould God deal fo graciouſly 
with us, who have the Goſpel in its purity preached 
unto us, and deal fo ſeverely with other nations, 
who worlkip him in ſuperſtition and idolatry, only 

that he expects we ſhould bring forth ſome fruits in 
our lives, worthy of the 200dnets he has been pleaſed 
to ſhew unto us; which if we do not, then we 
muſt expect the ſame meaſure to be meated to us, 
as he hath done to others. 

Some God puniſhes in this life, which ſhould 
be a warning to us, to amend our lives; others 
he lets alone, as he did Pharoah, for a little time, 
and many he reſerves to the day of judgment, and 
therefore let no man flumber in his ſecuritv, tho” 
he has ſtrength, health, and riches, and all that the 
world can afford, but rather let him leave the 
world, and apply himſelf to heaven; as Sheba, 
the Queen of the South did, who left all, and 
came from the furthermoſt part of the world, to 
hear the wiidom of Solomon ; which if we will 
not do, and hear the voice of the turtle in theſe 
our Gay s, we muſt expect with the Jews to be for- 
ſaken, and Jeft as vagabonds wandering up and 
down upon the earth, or like ſheep having no 
ſhepherd, and at laſt have our torments with the 
wicked in hell fire ; ſo much for tecurity. 


Doct. 1, Chriſt's Throne deſcribed by twa Pro- 
perties. 
2. Chriſt's Coming with great Glory. 

The great throne ſhews the wonderful might, 
mojefiy, and power of the Judge, and the white 
throne ſhews the purity, integrity, and vprightneſs 
of the Judge, and both demonſtrate unto us the 
wondertul majeſty and power, in which the Lord 
Jeſus ſhall appear at the ſecond time of his com- 
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ing, which is anſwerable in all points to what we 
find in the twenty-fitth chapter of the Apoſtle, viz. 
And then ſhall we jee the Son of Man commg in the 
clouds, with power and great glory, attended with 
Angels, Patriarchs, Prophets, Martyrs, end all the 
Celeſtial Choir, with joy to thoſe that have done 
well, and terror to theevil doers; for now he ſhall 
come to be glorrfied in his faints, and made mar- 
vellous in them that believe, 2 Jeſſ. i. 10. But 
the wicked ſball cry to the mountains to fall upon 
them and the hills ts cover them, and hide them 
from his preſence, whom they are not able to en- 
dure, Rev. vi. 16. 

For his herald, he will have an arch- angel! 
founding the laſt trumpet, to proclaim his be- 
ing on the throne, in order to judge the quick 
and the dead, when the grave -and hell, and the 
ſea ſhall give up their dead, and all ſhall come 
unto judgment, and the heavens ſhall paſs away 
with a noiſe, and the elements melt with fervent 
heat. 

And the uſe we ought to make of this, is ſe- 
rioufly to conſider the difference betwen Chriſt's 
coming in the fleſh, and his ſecond coming to judge 
thoſe that he died tor : But for thoſe that he finds 
baren ſervants, notwithſtanding all this ſtate 
and glory, better it was for them that a milſtone 
was tied about their necks, and that they were 
crowned eternally in the ſea, than to hear that 
dreadful ſentence pronounced upon them, Ge ye 
curſed into everlaſting torments, prepared for the 
devils, and thee that feared nit Ged. 

His firſt coming was in mee4neſs, love, and hu- 
mility, for he was laid in a manger between two 
beaſts, an ox an aſs, which a learned father of the 
church ſaid, is to be as it vere, between a Jew and 
a Gentile, And when he grew up, he * 
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The foxes have holes, and the birds have neſts, 
but the San of Man has not where to lay his 
head, in which words he confeſles himſelt to be the 
Son of Man, which ſhews his meekneſs, in that he. 
had no place where to lay his head, and his love 
and humility. are abundantly expr elſed in his ſuf- 
feringg; for he was wounded for our tranſgreſ- 
fions, and the ehaſtiſement of the Lord was upon 
him. 

How ſhall! we dare to make {light of ſo great a 
mercy. - The Jews thought once erueifying to be 
enou:h, but we who ſtile ourſelves Chriſtians, by 
our repeated fins of oaths and blaſphetnies crucity 
him atreth every day, trampling under foot the 
precious blood of the covenant, that ſpeaks better 
things than that of Abel. And what can ſuch ex- 
pect at his ſecond coming, but hery wratti and in- 
dignation againſt all ungod]y ſinners. 

Therefore Jet every one of us have a care to do 
vw and ſay with holy David, Create in me, O God, 

clean heart, and renew a right ſpirit within me, 
Peat li. 10. For if we are willing; he is able to 
draw us out of the fink of fin, and make us lyc 
down in fatety, ſo that we hall appear blameleſs 
and ſpotleſs before God; cloathed with the robes 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, which he will be well- 
pleaſed with; for He del:ghts not in the death of a 
ferner, but defires that he be converted an! live. 
And to this end, he fent his only begotten Son to 
take our nature upon him, and to die for us, that 
we might not die eternally; who is become the 
mediator between God and man, making a re- 
conciliation for us, who had broken the firſt co- 
venant. As Moſes and Aaron pleaded for the 
Children of Iſrael unto God, and defired rather to 
be blotted out of the book of life, than that they 
houlg periſh, And as Moſes led them through 
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the Red ſea unto Canaan, fo doth Chriſt lead us 
even to the heavenly Canaan, the New Jeruſalem, 
ſhining with the brightneſs of God's prelence, 
where is fulneſs of joy for evermore. Which [ 
mention only to ſhew you the great love which our 
elled Saviour had for mankind, when he firſt 
came in the fleſh : For he ſo loved us, that he laid 
down his life for our fakes, and ſhall we be ſo un- 
grateful, as to ſpit in his face, and tran ple under 
feet this his kindneſs, in not returning thanks, and 
neglecting to love him again. St. Ambrole calls 
ingratitude the Devil's ſpunge, wherewith he wipes 
out God's love and mercy. But I hope no one 
who has. been baptized under. Chriſt's banner wall 
never be ungrateful, even in his thoughts. For 
Chriſt cometh with ten thouſands of his ſaints and 
angels to execute judgment upon all, as David 
faith in the lvii. Plalm, 7 he Lord cometh to Judge 
the world, And dt. John in the ninth chapter 
faith, The Father judgeth no man, but has com- 
mitied all judgment to his Son, who is the ſecond 
perſon in the Holy I rinity, although they all agree 
in the ſame condemnation. 
Let no man then deſpair of mercy, though his 
Sins be as red as ſcariet, vet he will make them as 
white as ſnow, if we amend our wicked lives, and 


come into his terms as they are ſet forth in the 


Goſpel, which are very eaſy, For his yoke is eaſy, 
and his burden is light; for to this end he has 


taken our nature upon him, which he has exalted 
above the heavens, and has ſeated it in the glory 


of his Father. And as we have no reaſon to doubt 


of this his communion with us in nature, fo we 


ought not to doubt of our participation of his 
grace in this world, and glorv hereafter; for he 
cannot forget us, if we do not forget ourſelves ; 
which if we do, the greater will be our condem- 
nation, when the Lord cometh to judge the world 
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in righteouſneſs and truth For as he is merciful 
in giving vs tine to repent, ſo he will take ven- 
3 on thoſe who abuſe his patience and long - 
ſuff. rin 

Bas to come cloſe to the text, this ſhould aſto- 
nith all hard- hearted ſinners, who deſpiſe Chriſt 
and his Miniſters, who will at laſt manifeſt his 
power in their condemnation ; for ſuch as will 
hear the voice of his word, by his Miniſters, ſhall 
hear the terrible voice of him, when he thall fit in 
judgment, and bid them go into enen burn— 
ings. 

Since the perſon of the Judge! is of ſuch endleſs 
power and glory, of ſuch wonderful might and 
Majeſty, it ſhould humble all men when they come 
into his preſence, as they do who come to hear the 
Word preached; or to receive the Sacraments ; 
for when the word is preached, God ſpeaks to us, 
and when we pray, we ſpeak to God: And it to, 
how dare any man fleep in his preſence, or uſe any 
unleemly geſture. If they were to come into the 
preſence of the King, how careful would ſuch be, 
not to offend, and to pull off their hats, and ſhew 
all tokens of reverence ? but to ſee many come into 
the preſence of the-King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, with all the negligence and diſreſpect ima- 
ginable, is a thing no leſs frightful, than to be 
abhorred by all good Chriſtians; even at their 
prayers, or finging of pſalms, how flovenly do ſore: 
men perform theſe duties, who if they were to be 

efore a Prince or great man, would not only ſtand 
up, but bow and crinve like fi cophants? which 
indecent cuſtom certainly ought to be avoided 
more in the preſence of God, when we are 
praying to him, or when he ſpeaks to us by his 
Word preached. 


But to ſum up all, Chriſt faith, John xiv. 3: If 
29. 
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ge and prepare a place for you, I will come ag 
aud receive you unto myſelf, that where I am, you 
might be a9. Which words-are a great comfort 
and conſolation to godly perſons, that they ſhall 
be where Chriſt the Son of God is, which gives 
full aſſurance that they (hall participate of the ſame 
glory with Chritt their head, for he (hal! lay unto 
them, Come ye bleſſed. | hey (hall both with body 
and ſoul receive a glorious king lom, and a beau- 
tiful crown from the hands of the Lord, which he 
has purchaſed for them, who with his own right 
hand (hall cover them, and with his arm will pro- 
tect them. 

Chriſt intends it as a favour, when he faith in 
the xxii. of the Revelations, Behold, I come 
guicxly, Its one favour that he will come, ſe- 
conded with another that he will come quickly ; 
and to eſtabliſh us in that aſſurance, he adds, Be- 
hold come quickly, and my reward is with me, 
which one would think ſhould work in every man 
a deſire of that day: | am ſure it mult in all perſons 

that live a holy and godly life. T here are ſcarce 
any among us, but expects his coming: But 
that crown which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 2 Tim, 
Vi. 8. 1s laid up for them that Love the appearing 
of the Lord, and not only expect it but love it. And 
no man can do fo, that has not a confidence in his 
cauſe. No priſoner longs for the ſeſſions, no 
elient longs for the way of hearings, unleſs he knew 
his cauſe to be good, and he ſhall ſtand uptight in 
jud2ment. The ſouls of the Martyrs under the 
altar in heaven, cry unto God, Rev. vi. 9. How 
leng, O Lord, Holy and True, drft thou not Judge 
and avenge our blood, which although it 1s not 
granted, but the day. of judgment is put off, yet 
God was not diſpleaſed with them, but gave them 
white robes as tokens of innoceney. 


ite Throne, 
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White Throne. DoR. 3. The Integrity of Chrift's 
Judgment. 


This throne of Jeſus Chriſt is called a whrte 
throne, becauſe it betokeneth purity, beauty, and 
integrity, and fhews that Chriſt the Judge of the 
world, will judge all perſons juſtly, as our con- 
ſciences ſhall either tet: fy tor or againſt us; for 
he fears no man's perſon be he ever ſo great, he 
will not like eathly Judges be moved with tavour, 
nor frighted with big words, nor will he admit of 
any pleading of Lawyers in 2 bad caule for fees, 
bur every man ſhall be judged according to hi 
works; the upright man ſhall enter into life, and 
eternal joy and happineſs, and the murderer and 
hard- hearted ſinners, fhall be caſt into the /e of 


fire, Which is the ſecond death. The Apoſtle 


Paul faith, Te know that the judgment of Gd is 
according io truth, Rom. ti. 2. when every ſecret 
thing (as Solomon ſaith,) Ecclef. xii. 14, Hall be 
brought to judgment, ana when he ſhall ligten all 
things that are hid in darkneſs, and make the coun- 
els of their hearts maniſeſt. | hen woe unto them, 
whoſe fins ſhall not only be laid open to the face 
of the Judge, but expoſed to all the hoſt of heaven, 
What ſhame and confuſion of face muſt this cauſe, 
to thoſe who could cover their tins in this wor! 
with bribery and corruptions, wien they mult ap- 
pear unveiled, and ſtand the terrible ſentence of 
God, Go, ye ee &c. and find the words of 
Solomon too ſadly true, Prov. xi. 8, The wicked 
make a deceitful work, 

UsE i. "This is a great comfort to thoſe who 
have been wronged and abuſed by unrighteous 
Judges in this world, when they ſhall find them- 
ſelves to be righted by him that judgeth righte- 
ouſly : and he has pity upon the poor and father- 
Teſs; 
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1 leſs; when ſuch as have been perſecutors of his 
poor members, ſhall feel the ſmart of it; as Dives 
was when Lazarus was received into Abraham's 
ite (boſom. What a comfort, I ſay, will it be to the 
nd poor oppreiled ſuitor to have the Judge ſay, ell 
he done thou good and faithful ſervant, come enter into 
n 1 Maſter” $ Joy. 
for UsE 2. I his ſhould make the godly to bear all ' 
he their ſufferings with patience, for the Lord faith, ; 
ur, [Vengeance 1s mine, and I will repay it, And St. 
of James ſaith, Be ye alſo patient, and ſottle your 
es, hearts, for the com: ng of the Lord draweth near. 
hi Us 3. This conforms the truth of Solomon's 
and {| words, Prov. xi. 18. The wicked worketh a de- 
and |} certful work, to perſwade themſelves that they may 
e of 3 iniquity, and yet expect to reap W - 
ztle | Whereas the word of the Apoſtle, Gal. vi. 8. 
4 is grounded upon truth, e that ſoweth to the fiſh, 
cret ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption: but hethat ſoweth 
| be Jo the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. 
all FAnd Hebrews xii. 18, the ſame Apoſtle faith, 
uns Without holineſs, no man ſhall ſee God. 
em, UskE 4. Secing Chriſt comes with Majeſtv, not 
face Nas a Mediator, but as a Fudge: This ſhould ad- 
ven, moniſh us to repent, and ſeek the Lord while he 
uſe, nay be found, and ja call upon him while he is near, 
orld fifa. Iv. 6. In this world Chriſt came to us by his 
ap- I\Miniſters in mercy to invite us to repentance, but 
de of in the world to come he will not come as Mediator, 
is of JÞut as a Judge full of power and glory; fo that 
:iched you fee, if we die in our fins, there is no hopes of 
mercy after our death, for as death leaves thee, fo 
who [ſhall judgment find thee. Therefore it highly 
ous fKoncerns every man to put on the tohite robe, the 
dem- garment of righteouſneſs while it is day, leſt dark- 
zhte= Meſs come upon him unawares, and it is too late to 
ther- et oil, and light his lamp to attend the bridegroom, 
leſs; | And 
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And one Sitting thereon. 
The Perſon of the Judge deſcribed. 


I come now to ſpeak more particularly of the 
Judge, whom St. John fully deſcribes, Rev. xiv. 14. 


{ ſaw a white cloud, and one ſitting on it like the | 
Son of Man, having on bis head a golden crown, | 


and in his hand a Gar . ſichle. 


Doct. 4. Chrift the Fudge at the laſt Day. 

Chriſt has a right to be Judge in ſeveral reſpeAs; 
as Firſt, Being Redeemer of the world ; and Se- 
condly, in regard to his Church, of which he is 
the head ; and thirdly, As a Prieft, and Prophet, 
as well as a King, a true High Prieſt, who of. 
fers up himſelf once for all, for the fins of the whole 
world, a true Prophet in whom was contained all 
the council of God, and as a King, when he comes 
to ſit on his throne, to judge the quick and the 
dead, John i. 22. The Father judgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment to the don. And 
though it is faid, 1 Cor. vi. 2. that the ſaints ſhall 
Judge the world, the Apoſtle only means, that they 
{hall appear, applaud, and approve the righteous 
judgment of Chriſt, triumphing that his and their 
enemies are put under his feet, and that all power 
is given in heaven and in earth to him. 

When Chriſt Jeſus lived on earth he came in 
miſery, very poor and meek, ſo that every ſinful 
wretch durſt mock him, and ſpit in his face ;— 
Herod, Pontius Pilate, Caiphas, and all the Jews 
uſed him at their pleaſure : But at his coming to 
judgment he ſhall come as a King, guarded and 
attended with many thouſand of heavenly ſaints 
and angels, when all his enemies ſhall tremble and 
quake, Zach, xii. 10. as they did, when they 
cried, 
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cried, Away with him, away with him, Cruciſy 
him, crucify him, may his blood light upon us and 
our children; which it has ſufficiently done, for 
they are as vagabonds on the face of the earth to 
this day. 

his ſhould adminiſter comfort to thoſe who 
have led godly lives, that One who is throughily 
acquainted with our ſufferings, 1s now to judge us 
in truth and uprightneſs, ſo that none but thoſe 
who have wounded him by their wilful finning 
againſt the light of grace, need be afraid of this 
judgment. Which made holy Job take heart in 
the midſt of all his miſeries and ſay, I know that 
my Redeemer liveth; the conſideration of which 
ſhould be a terror to all wicked ſinners that hve in 
fin, to think of his comin» in glory, whom they 
have deſpitefully uſed, and whoſe Golpel they have 
trodden under foot, For he Hall come with a ſharp 
tos caged fword to cut in pieces, and a conſuming 
fire to burn up all the ungodly ſinners, Heb. xii. 29, 
which is enough to ſtrike into the hearts of all 
wicked men, when They ſhall ſee him whom they 
have pierced, as the Prophet faith, 

Let every man conſider this betimes, for as a 
ſnare this da ſhall come on us unawares, for why 
ſhould any treaſure up wrath.againſt the day of 
wrath, Chriſt is to be the Judge of the world, 
which as it may add terior to the wicked, and thoſe 
that go on in a courſe of fin, fo it adminiſters com- 
fort to thoſe that lead godly lives: ſince one who 
is throuthly acquainted with our ſorrows, is to 
judge us in truth and uprightneſs. Moſt think it 
will go hard with Cain, Pharoah, Pilate, and Judas 


in that day, and why not with them, if they reſiſt 
the grace that is now offered to them in the Goſ- 


pel: 


for be aſſured, if we dra our love and obe- 
C 2 dience 
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dience from God, he will withdraw his bleſſing 
from 'us. 


From Theſe Face fled. 
Severity of the Fudge deſcribed. 
From whoſe face fied away both the carth and the 


heavens, and their place was no more found. And} 


in another place we read, that The heavens are not 
pure in his fight, how much more is the earth pol- 
luted by the fins of men, for whoſe ſake it was 
curſed of God, upon the firſt tranſgre ſſion of man 
in Paradiſe, which thews rhe wonderful ſeverity 
of the Great Judge of heaven and earth, at whom 
we cannot wonder that they {hould fly, becauſe 
he is purity itſelf, and cannot delight in any im- 

ure thing. But this mentioned the rather, to 
expreſs the ſeverity of the judge, than that things 
inſenſible, can have any reaſon to fear. For when 
God deſcended on Mount Sinai to give the law, 
we read the mountains quaked and trembled ex- 
ceedingly ; and in other places, how the rocks rent 
before him as he paſſed by, and the hills were 
moved at his preſence. And at his dying on the 
croſs, how the foundations of rhe earth ſhook, and 
the rocks rent, and tore the veil of the temple, and 
the light of the ſun was darkened, and the ſaints 
aroſe from their graves. And what then muſt 
happen, when he appears in all power and gl ry; 
Certainly then it is no wonder, if the afrighted 
elements then fly, and vive place to the terror of 
his judgment, fince the Son of Man has ſcattered 
an infection over the whole creation. 

We are afraid of the plague, becauſe it infects 
men's bodies, but the plague of fin is a thouſand 
times more to be abhorred, for it infects both 
body and foul. The remembrance of which, 

| ſhould 


222 


and 


not 
pol- 
Was 
man 
erity 
Nom 
auſe 
im- 
to 
ings 
vhen 
law, 
ex- 
rent 
were 
the 
and 
and 
aints 
muſt 
ry ? 
hted 
or of 
tered 


fects 
and 
both 
hich, 
1uld 


The Laſt Great Aſſize, 29 


ſhould make us be wary, how we miſpend our 
time, the thoughts of which kept holy David in 
ſuch awe, that he repented him of the evil, and 
the Lord forgave him, I have feared th judgments, 
thy judgments were always in my fight it is a 
feartul thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God, yet if we repent, he will forgive, for he doth 
nt willingly afflict the children of men. | he 
Ninevites exverienced his mercy, in the warning 
he gave them by Jonah; and it were to be wiſhed 
that we were like them, and would repent, and. 
not deny Chriſt entrance, when he ttands st the 
gate of our hearts and Knocks. 

Obſerve, veeing both heaven and earth ſhall fiy 
frora the preſence of Jeſus Chriſt, we ought not to 
dream away our lives, but repent before. it is too 
late; for, Unleſs ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
priſb. hor the Pſalmeſt ſaith, fire ſhall devour 
before him, and a mighty tempeſt ſhaii be moved round 
about him, PC. xi 2 et ſo merciful is he, that he 
gives warnin. before he ſtrikes. 

2 %, Seeing that heaven and earth ſhall fly at his 
preſence, who have not ſinned, what ſhall wicked 
and hard hearted ſinners do? Where ſhall blaſ- 
phemers and adulterers go, when the judge is their 
enemy? Ihe ſcripture in diverſe places declare 
the ſeverity of the Judge, 2 T hell i 8. He Hall 
come in 4 flame of ire rendering Vengeance. And, 
Many of them whith fleep in the duſi of the earth 
ſhall auake, &. ſoms to ſhame, and tribulation, 
anguiſh and ſorrow, ſhall be upon every one that 
aeth eb, Rom. ii q. And the companions the 
wicked ſhall have in the other « or!d, are Even the 
devil and his angels, &c. Matt, xxv. 41. 


* 
C 3 


Ver. 


30 The Laß Great Aſſixe. 


Ver. 11. And I ſaw the Dead both great 
and ſmall, 


I have already deſcribed the perſon of the Judge, 
by his wonderful majeſty and power, | come now 
to ſhew you who they are that ſhall appear betore 
this great Judge ; who are not thoſe alone that 
ſhall be found actual}, dead, and raiſed at that day, 
but even the living that then ſhall be found; for 
Jeſus Chriſt (hall judge both the quick and the 
dead; as St. Paul faith, Ve ſal! not die, but be 
exchanged: For if the dead who have been rotten 
many thouſand years, ſhall appear and ſtand be- 
fore God, much more they which be living, when 
Chriſt ſhall come to judgment. do then it is 
plain, although St. John in the text ſpeaks only 
of the dead, yet all, both quick and dead, ſhall 
appear and ſtand before his throne, 


JI ſaw the Dead, &c. 
Doct. 5. Men foall be raiſed out of the dujt 


at laſt. * 

The Lord Rilleth (ſaith Hannah in her ſong,) 
and maketh alive, bringeth down tothe grave, and 
raiſeth up, 1 Sam ii. 6. J am ſure, faith Job, 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that 1 hal! and the 
laſt day on the earth; and though worms deſtrom my 
body, yet fha'l fee God in my fleſh.” We muſt not 
think, that our long lying in the grave, can hide 
us trom the general reſurrection. It is not the 
ftubvle ſhall} hide Saul, nor the ground Achan's 
fin, Cain (hall rife with Abel, Herod with John 
the Baptiſt, Felix with Paul, Moſes and Pharoah, 

hen will it be the time that cenſcience will 
accuſe ſuch as refuſed to hearken to her dictates ; 
the Lentiles ſhall riſe up againſt the Jews, and the 

heavens 


The, Laſt Great Afize, 31 


heavens and the earth, and the works that are 
therein ſhall witneſs azainit us, and we ſhall weep 
and how), and would give all that ever we were 
worth in the world, for one hour's tine to repent, 
and make our reconciliation with God, whom we 
have ature neglected. 
he doctrine of the reſurrection is ſo fully made 
out both in the (id and New | ettament, that ail 
muſt acknowledge it, and believe it ſhall be as 
God hath appointed it at the laſt das, 
he Prophet Daniel faith, 7 hat they that ſleep 
in the duſt ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and 
ſome to everiaſting ſhame, Dan. xii. 2. And St. 
John faith, 7 he time hall come in which all that 
are in the graves ſhall hear his voice, and they fhall 
come forth; and they that have done good, ſball go 
unto the reſurrefion of liſe, and they that have done 
evil unto the reſurrection of condemnation, John v. 
28. Which is confirmed by St. Paul, in 1 Cor. 
XV. 51. Behold I ſhew you a myſtery, we ſball not 
all leep, hut that we ſhall be changed, and that in 
the wwinkling of an ene, at the found of the laſt 
trumpet ; for as by ſin came death, jo by death came 
life. Ard thereunto dt. Auſtin faith, He that 
liveth well, cannot be afraid to die, nor doubtſnl 0 
his reſurreftion And in ſhort we all confeſs the 
reſurrection of the dead, as one of the moſt prin- 
ciple articles of our faith ; ; and that the godly and 
wicked ſhall both ariſe. but with this difference, 
the one ſhall riſe to life eternal, and the other to 
eternal deſtruction, which to them cannot be cal- 
led a reſurrection, any more than taking of a ma- 
lefactor out of priſon to be executed, can be called 
a delivery: But it ſhall be with them, as with 
haroali's fervants, both were taken out of priſon, 
the one to be reſtored to his office, and the other 
to be executed, 
What 
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What manner of perſons ought we then to be, 
in all holy convertation, exhorung one another to 
reventance? Both poor and rich, miniſter and 


people that by the vrace of God we may be en- 


abled to lead a new life; and with ot. Paul, be 
careful 7o keep a conſcience void of offence, both 
towards God and tovuris man, 2 Cor. 1 

Use x. tis a great joy to the godly, that they 
ſhall riſe again, and a terror to the icked, becaule 
they (hall be pun:ihed ; and well were it for them, 
it their jou]. were as the ſouls of beaſts, and ſhould 
never riſe ; and theretore »t. John ſaith, Je jaw 
the dead bath ſmall and great jtand beſore Gad, all 
mit riſe to honour or diſhonour, to ſalvation or 
dainination. 

USE2. Inthis day, both »reat and ſmall, high 
and low, rich and poor, ſhall appcar ; and the or ly 
diff rence will be, the concern to be weighed in 
the ballance, whether they have been good or 
evil; if they are found wei ht in the ſcale of 
Juſtice, they ſhall aſcend in triumph with their 
Redeemer, to ſing hallelujahs world without end: 
Bur if wanting, they ſhail deſcend into the dilmal 
regions of darkneſs, //here ſhall be weepion and 
gnaſbing of teeth, and that for ever and ever to all 
eternity. As the thoughts of which, ſhould be a 
terror to all un odly people, ſo it ſhould be a 

matter of comfort to all poor members of Chriſt 
Jeſus. In this life, the godly undergo many 
miſeries; as holy Job, who faid to corruption, 
1 art my mother, and to the worm, Tha art 

my ſiſter and brother; and yet ot. Ambroſe faith, 
. had within him a fout f of ſweet ointment, 


which was full of ſivcet jouicur in the naſtriis of 
God, 


UsE 
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UsEg 3. By all which you ſee, our bodies ſhall 


ariſe, not weak and lame, but ſound and glorious | 
bodies „having no pain or grief, as St. Matt. faith, | 
xvii. Iii. And the graves were opened, and many | 
| of the ſaints bodies that ſlept aroſe, and came out 


F W 
* 


of the graves after the reſurrection, and went into 
the holy city of Feruſalem, But as for the ungodly, 
it is not fo with them, they ſhall ariſe, but only 
to go into eternal torments, even hell fire. Which 
it were to be wiſhed, all men of any degree v ould 
conſider, while it is yet day, betore darkneſs come 
| upon them, and it is too late to repent, and turn 
| unto the Lord our God, | 
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SERMON II. 


Rev. xx. 12, &e. 
12. And T ſaw the dead both ſmall and great, fland 


before God, and the books were opened, which 75 
the Book of Life: And the dead were judged 
out of thoſe things which were written in the 
books, according to their deeds, 


Have already deſeribed with what majeſty and 
glory, the Judge ſhall come to the comtort of 
the godiy, and amazement of the wicked, and who 
they are that muſt appear, both ſmall and great, 
All mutt ariſe in their native ſtrength and beauty, 
as Adam was created at, which was a pertect man, 
about thirty years old, or at the age of our Sa- 
viour, when he died upon the crois, which was 
about thirty-three years of age; for it cannot be 
imagined, that infants diving in their minority 
ſhall io riſe, or that aged and decrepid perſons ſhall 
riſ- in their imbecillity, who muſt be enabled to 
undergo the eternity of happineſs or miſery. Which 
al! Authors agree ſhall be over the valley of 
Jehoſaphat, by Mount Olivet, which is near unto 
Jeruſalem, eaſtward from the Temple. And as 
Coimographers deſcribe it to be in the midſt of the 
earth, which is ver: probable for four reaſons : 
Firſt, 1 he ſcripture ſays, / i/l gather together 
ell nations into the valley of Jehoſaphet, and plead 
with 
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withthem there, Joel iii. 1, 2. Cauſe the mighty 
one to come ditun, O Lord, let the heathen he awaked, 
and come up to the valley of Jeholaphat, for there 
will 7 ſit, and judge all the heathe round about, Joel 
In. 11, 12. 

Secondly, Becauſe our Saviour was there cruci- 
fied : fo over this place, his throne thalſ be erected, 
when he fits in judgment, to maniteſt his power and 
glory: As alſo near unto this valiey was Mount 
Moriah, when Abraham would have ſacrißegdtchis 
fon [faac, Gen. xxii. And here Jacob ſaw the 2n- 
pels aſcending and deſcending on a ladder, Gen. 
*xx1i, And the angel put up his fword, and nre 
from heaven burnt the ſacrifice in Araunah's Roor, 
2 Sam Xiv. And here Solomon built the tem ole, 
2 Chron. ii. 1. Likewiſe in this piace Chriſt 
preached the goſpel, and ſuffered betore he entered 
into glory. 

Thirdly, It is very probable that the place where 
the angels ſhall be ſent to gather together all the 
elect, from one end of the heavens to the other, is 
to be near to Jeruſalem in the valley of Jehofaphat 
over the Amorites, Moabites, and thoſe of Mount 
Seir, which is a type of that final victory, which 
Chriſt thall give his elect over all their enemies. 

Fourthly, Becauſe the angels told the difciples, 
that as they ſaw Chriſt aſcend from Mount Ulives, 
which is over the valley of Jeholaphat, ſo in like 
manner he ſhould come down trom heaven en- 
throned amidit the cherubims, attended with ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand faints and angels, who 
ſhall gather us from all nations, even from the four 
winds of heaven. 
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Brooks, What is meant by them, every Man's 


Cor, [rience. 


Thy conſcience is the book that ſhall be open- 


ed, and that ſhall be as good as ten thouſand wits. 


neſſes, either to excuſe or accuſe thee before God ; 
for as God hath his book of infinite knowledge, 
whereby heknows the very ſecrets of all hearts, fo 
likewiſe he has given to every man and woman 2 
book, which is their own conſcience, wherein are 
written all our thoughts, words, and actions. 

Holy David acknowledged this, when he ſaid, 
Thou, O Lord, knoweſt the thoughts of my heart long 
before I utter them. And with this book of the 
law given to man as a rule and guide to Walk 
by, which is called a book of remembrance, by 
which all our actions muſt be tried and examined. 
And then the book of our own conſcience ſhall be 
opened, which is now fo cloſed up in our breaſts, 
that no eve on earth but our own knows and per- 
ceives; and when theſe books are opened and 
ſtrictly compared, we ſhall find our fins do agree 
in every tittle. And then follows the book of judg- 
ment, which the comfortable or terrible ſentence 
will be pronounced by, And after the book of 
lite, in which all our names are encloſed, in which 
all their names are written that ſhall be pronounced 
good and faithful ſervants, which cannot be 
changed or defaced by time; and this was the 
book which Moſes's zeal did defire, that his name 


might be blotted out, rather than his Maſter's. 


name ſhould be blaſphemed. 

Thus kind is God to us, and careful of us, that 
he keeps every thing ſo juſt, that no wrong can be 
Gone us, for we have all the privilese imaginable 
to do ourſelves juſtice, Firſt, The book of the 
law, ſhewing us what we ſhould do, and then the 

book 
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book of our own confcience, ſhewing us what we 
have done: Againſt the firit of thele, no man or 
woman can except ; for as David faith, The come 
mandments of the Lord ave pure, aul righteous alto» 
gether, Pfal. xvi. And for the fecond, It being 
always in our own keeping, who can fay againft 
that, ſeeing the Lord will then judge a man, not 
by another man's conſcience, but by his own, 
wherein nothing can happen, but what we mult 
be knowing of ourſelves. 

Doct. 1. All cur theugbts, words, and works 
muſt come to judgment. 

| come now to the doSrinal part of the text, to 
ſhew that all our thoughts, words, and ations 
muſt come to judgment ; for every man's book 
ſhall be opened, in which are fet down even the 


thoughts of our hearts: there is none ſo ſecret cr 


ſo cloſe, but it is recorded in this box of con- 
ſcience, as is alſo every idle word that we ipeak, 
and act that we do, though never 1 cioſely done. 

As Job on this account faith, 72 haft ſeated 
tcp all our fins in a bas, which plainiy demon rates 
a kind of keeping them againſt tne day of accounts, 
even all the fins that we now make fo light of, 
either in thought, word, or action, will ve produced 
againſt us fo pl ainly, that none dare deny the ac— 
cuſation, becauſe our conſciences will come in evi- 
dence againſt us. 

How many wicked and vile thoughts have a 
wicked man and an unchaſte woman in their minds 
night and day, which are all written in this book 
of conſcience. Which made holy David look 
upon it as a great mercy, that God had given him a 
ſight of his lins, Thou haſt ſet my miſdecdi before me, 
ſaith he, and my ſe cret ſins i in the ſight of thy counte- 
Nance, which is what every one of us ſhould do, 
who have put far away from us the evil day; but 

4 know 
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know ye, the account of them will not be fo paſ- 


ſed over, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhail be laid 
open, and whatever has been done in ſecret, {hall 
te publiſhed on the houſe- top and come to light, 
Which if we did but conſider, how watchful ſhould 
xe be over our hearts and Ups, that we offend not 
in thouzht or word, much more in deed. Ho 
many {ins that pals by unregarded, would then be 

otice of, and more care would te taken to 


ey rile up againft us at th e great 
= — 


Second, Our ſpeeches are noted in this Hook as 
well as our thoughts, and vet what a number cf 
profane words pals out of the mouths of ungodly 
men and women, what horrible and blaiphenious 
oaths! hat curled ſpeaking, ly: ing, Ar d tlander- 
ing! all of which are written in this book, which 
when it is opened, it wall diſcover all, not only cur 
Hilthy thoughts, but Pry icked word. 

Our Saviour tells us, ith, xil. 35, That we 
ren} £ ive an account & Levy iale word at the day 
of judgment, Which although men ſtrive to forget, 
yet they are written in their conſcie: ces, and one 
day muſt come to jud loment, and then give an aC- 
count of all our actions, Whether they have been 
good or bad, all muft aptear, 2 Cor. v. 20. and give 
an acceunt to this judge. 

And if ſo, what manner of men qua ht we to be 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs of life; for con- 
ſcience is fo tender, = , it it be pricked by ſin, it 
wiil be b plemiſhed 3 | wounded, and therefore 


we oughtto take care 180 ſin gets no entrance in- 
to our hearts, leſt it make havock of our ſouls, 
And in this caſe, wa omon gives us a very necel- 
Fary caution, when he faith, Counterguard thy heart, 


and 
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and watch n, Prov. iv. 4 that tou do 
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molt mens }:ves are almoſt nothing elſe but a 
tinual courſe of in, u hch tho 
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CON = 
zh they are as innu- 
tand the f ſea-ſhore, yet many 
men never mind them, but they (hall all be writ- 
ten in the book of conſcience,.and come to judg- 


ment, thongh committed never ſo ſecret ; for con- 
ſcience puts them al, down azainſt the day of ac- 
counts, There is no fin ſo ſecret, that will not 


be brought to light as the wile man ſaith, [/hat 
has been done in ſec ret ſhall be publiſped an the houſes 
tohs, and ſh come i lis Mt, Ecel. Xll. 14. And 
for this reaſon, 

Sit, Becauſe it makes the ſinner the more 
aſhamed and torment d, but the more he perceives 
his fins, the more it wil vex him; as a man who 
is in debt, the more he thinks ot it, the more it 
troubles * N. 

Secondly, That they may have no excuſe, or 
cioak jor their fin, and fav, Lord, when ſaw we thee 
an hungred, &. the Lord convicts them before he 
condemns them. From which we might obſerve, 
the endleſs love of God towards who fore- 
warns him of all theſe things, to the end that he 
might prevent the danger that he is in, and ecp a 
conſcience void of «ence towards Gd and towards 
Nun. 

Third, To take heed of falling into leſſer fins 
becauſe they uſher in greater, for tlie leaſt of which, 
were not his mercy infinite, he might juſtly de- 
roy us. Paul complains of this, and Peter bids 
Simon Magus to rEpe nt ana pray, if perhats the 
thoughts of his heart may be porioned, How care- 
ful then ovght we then to be of our thoughts, and 
much more of our words, ſecing we mult give ac- 
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count for all, and our conſciences will bear wits 


nels againſt us; and with holy David, to defire- 


© x ; 
the Lord, Not to enter into judgmer t with thy ſer - 


vant, for in thy fight noman living ſha lbe ju/lified, 
And St. Auſtin faith, / want mercy, and as a 


Fugitive I return and feet for peace, and 1 confeſs 


1 am not werithy to be called thy creature, my con- 


ference tells me fo, which ts a witneſs that I daily 


and hourly carry about me. 

Feurthiy, Seeing every man's conſcience is his 
book, we may ſce the woeful miſery of all thoſe 
who have defiled their confciences; for as their 
conſciences do accuſe them, even fo will God con- 
demn them; aid if ſo, what manner of men then 


ought every cne of us to be in all holineſs of life? 


But alaſs, who thinks of this till its top late, it doth 


not ſo much as enter into our hearts; for if it did, 


men would not lie, ſteal, ſwear, and commit 
adultery. as they do. We pity men who h.ve a 
bad cauſe to try before a rightecus Ju'pe, and ne- 
ver conſider what account we have ourſelves to 
make at this day of the great aſſize of all the world. 

Fiſthly, Seeing the book muſt be opened, and 
every man's conſcience mutt come to ſcarning, 
how ſhould this cauſe us all to have a good con- 


ſcience, and entreat the Lord to exhibit into our 
minds the certain teſtimony of his ſaving grace, 


which he hath begun to work in us, that we may 
do that which is pleaſing in his e es, to walk in his 


commandments, and to keep his judgments, and fo, 


being made partakers of Chriſt's-righteouſneſs, we 
may have the books of our conſciences found per- 
fect, and our miſdeeds cancelled, fo that we may 
cry Abba Father, which we cannot do, but by 
having a conſcience void of offence towards God 
and towards man, 

The 
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The beſt means therefore to preſerve à good 
conſcience, 1s carefully to keep that book of ac- 
count, by which we mult be judged: And to do 
this, there are two things rec juired, Firſt, Toe 
avoid all things that may prcudice a good con- 
ſcience. Secondiy, To be careful to uſe all good 
means and helps that my Cheriin it. Ae io to 
take care of not falling into any. ſin, be it never 
ſo ſmall, ſeeing leſſer fins uſher in greater, and 
for the jeaſt, vere not God's mercy intznite, he 
might juſtiy deſl roy us; tor Who can itand before 
him in the great day of account, 

There are allo two specie! jets and hindrances 
of a good conſcience, Firft, Ignorance of the law 
and word of God, for when a man is 1 .norant 
what is lin, how then can he take need left he 
wound his foul, We mutt remember that the 

wages of fin is death, and that etcrnal, both of 
body and foul; for till we are mindtul of the 
Curſe Cue to fin, we Can never repent us of fin, 
and be fo griev ed for our fins „ as to hunger and 
thirſt after Chriſt Jeſus, whole blood applied to 
our ſouls by faith can only purify the conſcience 
and quiet the hearts. 

Secondly, Ihe hindrances of a good conſcience 
is Worldly luſt, as the love and deſire of riches, 
pleaſure, honour, &c. which being grounded in 
our hearts, hinder the keeping a good conſcience, 
to prevent W hich, let us be careful to do every 
thing that may cheriſh true /aving aith in us, 
whereby our fouls may be aſſured of the love 
of God in Jeſus Chriſt for the pardon of our 
ſins; and to preſerve in this faith, We mult often 
hear and read the word of God, which will inſtru Ct 
us how to repent fincerety of paſt fins, and take 
care not to commit any .more for the future, but 
continue to walk in the paths of faith and true 

| D 3 repentance, 
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repentance, to the increaſe of a good conſcience, 
and the ſaving our immortal ſouls. 

When a man is thus truly humbled for his ſins, 
and beggeth of God to forgive him with fighs and 
groans, then will the Lord ſend forth into his ſou], 
his bleſſed ſpirit to aſſure him of God's mercy, of 
the pardon of his fins, and that our wounds in 
conſcience are healed. But alas! We find moſt 
men in this wicked and adulterous generation, lead 
ſuch lives, as if they knew not what fin is, and 
therefore cannot poſſibly have a clear conſcience, 
for whatſoever 15s not of faith, is fin. Although l 
am perſuaded, that there is not fo wicked a ſinner 
Iiving, but at ſometimes his conſcience checks him. 

When a man has got a good conſcience, and is 

truly humbled for his ſins, and finds that his con- 
{cience doth not accuſe him, even then he muſt 
take no leſs pains to preſerve it. O Lord, faith 
avid, a wounded conjrience, wo can bear? A 
man's conſcience is like the apple of his eye, prick 
it but with a pin, and it will endanger the fight ; 
lo prick the conſcience with fin, and it will make 
havock of the ſoul, and therefore Solomon faith, 
Counterguard thy heart, and watch over thy ſoul, 
I rov. iv. 6. 

It is requiſite therefore to walk with God, by 
example, as did Enoch and Elias, ſo to order our 
lives, as if we were always in the preſence of God; 
for whatſoever we may think, his all-ſeeing eye is 
ever looking into our thoughts and actions, when 
we leaſt imagine he beholds us; and though he for 
a ſeaſon delays to puniſh ſinners, yet moſt certainly 
the day will come, when we leaſf think of it, and 
it will fall heavy upon us in the end. Which to 
have always in our thoughts, is the ready way to 
make us keep a good conſcience, the want of which 
en. bol dens men in n ſin, becauſe they conſider not, 
that 
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that God ſees them, and that they have a con- 
ſcience within them to witneſs againſt them at 
the laſt day, 


And another Book was opened, which 1s the 
Boo of Life. 


atis meant by the Book of Life 2 


The meaning of this book is, that when Chriſt 
the Judge has examined the book of men's con- 
{ciences, to view what is therein written and found 
that according to their evidence, as it teſtifies good 
or evil, judgment may accordingly ve awarded; 
and now he ſheweth that he will open a ſecond - 
book, and this book is even the Book of Life; 
which is fo often made mention of inthe Old and 
New Teſtament, as that of Moſes, Exod. xxxiit; 
31, 32. Oh this people have ſinned a great ſin, 
therefore now if thou pardon their ſins, thy mercy 
10¹f, appear; out if thou wilt not, I veſeech thee 
raſe me out cf the book which thou haſt written, 
And David faith Pſalm Iix. 28. Let them be. blutted 
out of the Book of the Living, and not be written 
with the righteous, And Rev. iii. 5. He that 
overcometh ſhall be covered with white rayment and 
1 will nat blot out his name out of the Book of Life, 
And the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, faith, There hall in no wiſe enter into 
it, any thing that defileth or worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie: But they which are written in the 
Lamb's Book of Life. Now this Book of Life fo 
often made mention of in the holy ſcriptures, can 
be nothing elſe but God's eternal council, purpoſe 
and decree, to the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, on whom 
he will beſtow eternal life and happineſs; for we 
mult not imagine that God has need of any book, 
but he only expreſſes it thus for our underſtanding : 

As 
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As a Captain recordeth the names of his ſoldiers, 


or as the names of the Magiſtrates are recorded in 


cities, ſo God has enrolled the names of all his 


ſaints in the Book of Life, ſo that not one of thein 


ſhall periſh. 
Dee. 1. Thus having explained what is meant 
by this Book of Life, it is next to be conſidered, 


what is to be learned from hence, which is to 


know aſſuredly, that God has a Book of Life, 
wherein the names of his choſen are written, who 
is able to call over his ſervants by their names; 
for Chriſt is the true ſhepherd of his flock, and they 
are always numbered before him, / am, ſaith he, 
the good ſpepherd, I know my ſheep, and am known 
cf them, John x. 14. for the knowledge of God 
is ſo truly exact and perfect, that nothing is ſo 
ſecret that is hid from him, He ſcarcheth the heart, 
he trieth the reigns, and underſtandeth the heart 
long before,—s eyes are like a flame of fire, and 
his feet lite fine braſs, Rev. ii. 18. 


Il hat are the Uſes © 


UsE 1. Now as for the uſes of theſe conſider- 
ations, we may behold the bleſſed and happy eſtate 
of all the ect and chojen children of God ; tor all 
theſe are written in the Bok of Life, and fo conſe- 
quently bleſſed and happy for ever, // thy name be 
written in the Book of Life, thou ſhall never periſh, 
For Chriit will not blot out theirnames that arethere 
written, but own them before his father, who is in 
heaven, and there preſer them to honour and glory, 
and to endleſs joy and comfort; whom God loveth 
once, he loveth to the end. But miſerable and 
wretched is the ſtate of thoſe whoſe names are not 
found to be written in this Book of Life in the laſt 

ay; tor they ſhall not enter into the joy of the 
New Jer uſalem, but be utterly excluded from all 
happineſs 
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happineſs and comfort, However, Jet none be 
too ſecure, that their names are written in this. 
book, r rely upon that only for their ſalvation, 
doing otherwiſe as themſelves lift, leſt in the end, 
they find themſelves mileraviy miſtaken and de- 
ceived. Hake heec, I ſay, with St, Paul, that 
Fuil cemmunication de cerrugt goed manners, for 
although God has made us without our help, or 
whether we will or no; for it he hath elected any 
man to eternal life, he hath ordained that they 
ail walk circumlp Aly! in the way leading there- 
unto, ſo that by their good works which others 
behoid, they may g! orify their Father which is in 
heaven, It being impoſfible that a good man can 
lead a wicked life, and live and die therein. And 
therefore they that imagine they be the children of 
God, and their names are written in the Book of 
Life, that they may live as they pleaſe, do caſt 
away their ſouls, and like Cain and Judas are. their 
own judges and executioners. For as God has 
ordained ſome men to eternal happineſs, and 
written their names in heaven, ſo he hath appointed. 
them the way to walk in, and bring them to it. 
Use 2. It is plainly told us, that God has a 
book wherein all the names of the elect are written, 
yet it is preſumption in any. one to preſume to 
ſav, he is certain his name is ſet down therein, if 
he lead a finful courſe of life, or neglects to work. 
out his own falvation- with fear and trembling. 
We find our bleſſed Saviour, when: his diſciples 
rejoiced, becauſe the devils were ſubdued and caſt: 
out by them; ſay, Nay, Rather 7 becauſe 
your names are written in the Book of Life. This 
indeed is a joy, far exceeding all other joys ; and 
yet many rather rejoice to be the ſon of a rich man, 
a gentzeman, or nobleman, to have gold and lilver, 
lands and livings, which often makes them ſo 


lofty. 
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lofty and proud, that they forget God and a good 
conſcience, which muſt be their only comfort 
upon a death bed, But who is he that rejaiceth in 
this, that he is the ſon of God, and his name is 
written in the Bot of Life, which is 2 joy indeed, 
and yet we find but few, rejoicing at this great be- 
nefit, of being a child of God, and that his name is 
written in the 2-24 of Life. 

If we ſet bounds to our love to God, or to our 
ſervice to God, or if we limit ourſelves to our obe- 
dience to the Holy Ghoſt, love one command and 
ſlight another, obey in one point, and yet lie croſs 
in another, then is all we do, but a ſerving God in 
part, and haſtening to our own deſtruction, for 
our conſcience tells us, we ought to ſerve him 
with all our might and power : But if we love the 
Lord with our whole heart and whole ſoul, and 
ſerve him with all our might and ſtrength; if we 
eſteem all God's precepts concerning all things to 
be right, and have reſpect to all his commands, 
then we may be aſcertained that our names are 
written in the Book of Lite. 


What Conſcience 1s. 


If I ſet bounds to my love to God, or to my 
ſervice to God; if I limit myſelf in my obedience 
to the holy God, love one command and flight 
another, obey in one point, and offend in another, 
it is all but the working of a natural conſcience. 
But on the other hand, if we love the Lord with 
our whole heart, and whole ſoul, and ferve him 
with all our mizht and ſtrength, Matt. xxii. 37. 
And if we eſteem all God's precepts, concerning ail 

things to be right, and have reſpec? unto all the 
commands, then is our love and ſervice from a re- 
newed Conſcience, 17 
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Tf a carnal man's conſcience check or accuſe 
for ſin, then he ſecketh to ſhp the mouth of it, but 
not to reform it; for ſuch men's buſineſs is to 
ſtifle conſcience, whenever it flies in their faces, 
and accuſes them: but the true believer chuſeſt 
rather to let conſcience cry, than to ſtop the mouth 
of it, until he can do it upon good terms, and can 
tetch in ſatisfaction to it, from the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, by freſh acts ot faith apprehended and ap- 
p.icd. 

The wicked man ereilt to ſtill the noiſe of 
conſcience, rather than remove the galt; but the 
rizhteous ſeeketh the removal of galt by the appli 
caiion of Chriſt's blood, and then conicience is 
quiet of itſelk. As a fooliſh man, having a mote 
fallen into his eye, and making it water, he 
wipeth away the water, and labours to deep! it dry, 
but never ſearcheth his. eye to get out the mote; 
but a wiſe man mindeth not ſo much the wiping, 
as the ſearching the eye, ſome what is got in and 
that cauſeth the wateiing, and therefore the cauſe 
malt be removed. 

Now then, if when conſcience accuſeth for ſin, 
I take up a form of godlineſs to ſtop the mouth 
of conſcience, and if acreupon conicienee be ſtill 
and quiet, then is this but a wicked conſcienc: 
2ut if when conſcience checks, it will not be 
ſatisfied with any thing but the blood of Chriſt, 
and thereupon I uſe duties to bring me to Chriſt, ; 
and if 1 beg the ſpriakling of his blood upon my 
conicience, and labour not ſo much to ſtop the 
mouth of it, as to remove guilt from it, then is this 
a rene a ed conſcience. And it is a matter of end- 
leſs comfort to God's children when they know 
this, That they are the children of God, and that 
eternal life belongs unto them, it will fir them up t9 


obey God with jay and cacarfulnejs ail the days of 
their 
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their lives. But the wicked man let him go never 


ſo far, let him do never ſo much in matters of 
religion, yet ſtill he has a Dalilab, a boſom fin, 
which draws him off from God and godlinels, 

If then we profeſs religion, V we make mention 
; Sail name of the Lord and make our boaſl of the 


lau and yet throuch breaking the law, diſbonour 


God, Rom. li. 23. If we live in the love of any 
fin, and make uſe of our profeſſion to cover it, 
then are we hypocrites, and our duties flow but 
from an evil conſcience: But cn the other hand, 
if wename the name of the Lord Jeſus, and withal 
depart from iniquity, if we ute duties, not to co- 
ver, but to diſcover and to mortify fin, then are 
we uprizht before God, and our duties low from 
a Tenewed conſcience, David hated every Va ſe 
way, he regarded no iniquity in bis heart, Pai 
Ixvi. 18. 


Marks of God's Children by the Spirit. 


The firſt mark whereby we may know whether 
we be elected or not, is the witneſs of God's 
Spirit, and the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
Ye have not received the ſpirit of bondage again 10 


fear, but ye have received the ſpirit of adoption, 


whereby we cry, Abba Father, The ſpirit itſelf 
beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the 
children of God: And if children, then heirs ; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chrift, Rom. 
viii. 16. Wherein the Apoſtle ſaith, that wicked 


and ungodly perſons, who are not directed by the - 


Spirit of God, but live in fin, have no true peace 
in their ſouls ; but on the other hand, the children 
of God, have the ſpirit of adoption, which aſſures 
us of our election, and makes it known unto us 
that we are the ſons of the Almighty. St Peter 
admoniſhes, To give all diligence to make our cal- 
ling 
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ling and election ſure, 1 Pet. ii. 20. And our 


Bleſſed Saviour bids his diſcipies, R-Jzrce that 
their names are written in the Bock of Lie, John 
xix. And thie articles of our belief do confirin the 
fame, which teaches us to believe the Catholic“ 
Church, and that we thajl have % everlyting, 
wa ich we may be aſſured off, it we have a lively 
att and hope in him, and a firm reſiance upon 
118 and then we may addreſs ourſcives to his 
mercy. feat with comfort, and a ſure confidence in 
him. 
And that no man may deceive himſelf, St. Paul 
gives us two ſigns to know whether we have the 
teſtimony of the Lord's 2 or not, it will make 


us crv unto God, and even fill heaven and earth 


with ſobs and fighs for the parden of our ſin, as 
David did, who in the4incerity of his heart humbly 
confeſſed his tins unto the Lord, which he left 
upon record for us to imitate: This is very unlike 
to what many do now-a-da's, who ſay they hope 


to be ſaved, and yet never pray to God for pardon 


of their ſins, but paſs away their time in ſports 
and paſtimes. 
1 he ſecond means whereby we may know that 


our names are written in the Book of Lite, which 


very near concerns the welfare of tie ſoul of every 
man and women, 1s by the Word of Grod, which 
* tells us, hoßever believeth in Christ 
Fefus ſball be ſaved: And therefore it is neceſſary 
we ſhould be mindful and attentive in hearkening 
uato the Word of God, that we may be able to 


try and prove ourſelves, whether we be in the faith 


or not; Whether we be the children of God or no; 
for a child of God hearing this comfortable doc. 
trine opened by God's Miniſters, can ſaſely fay, I 
can apply this promiſe to myſelf, as a man or wo- 
man that have true faith, are certain they (hall be 
E aved; 
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ſaved; for we may know our election by the fruits it 
brings forth in our lives and converſation, as well as 
the bleſſed teſtimony of God's Holy Spirit, which 
cannot deceive; for the fruits of election are ſet 
down by the Holy Spirit, that all men may be able 
to examine and try themſelves, and know whether 
they be ordained to life or not, Rom. viii. 30. 
hem he predeflinated them he alfa called; and 
whom he aljo called, them he alſo juſtified, them he 
alſ; glorified. In which words we may flee the 
marks of our election; for all that are written in 
this book are firſt called. Secondly juſtified. And 
Thiraly ſanctified. So then if any man wouid 
know "whether he is elected to life eternal: Let 
him examine himſelf in theſe three effects of his 
election, whether he is called, ju/iified, and ſanc- 
zified : and if fo, then he is ſure that he is eeded, 
without which no man can be ſure. 

So that you ſee, the way to know this, is by 
deſcending in'o ourſelves, and looking on the 
marks and teſtimonies of our own hearts, to prove 
that we are included in the num ber of God's elect; 
for as Solomon tells us, As water ſheweth face to 

Jace, ſo even the heart ſheweth man to man, Prov. 
xxvii. 19. For if we find wr tten on the tables of 
our hearts, the true marks and tokens of God's 
children, then let us conclude that our names are 
written in the Bock of Life: But as for thoſe who 
continue in fin, they will find their caſe to be very 
deplorable, and can only ſay to themſelves, that their 
fouls totter on the brink of everlaſtins deſtruction, 
into which, without God's infinite mercy; they 


muſt be ſwallowed up at the laſt day. St. Paul | 
tells us, the wicked and ungodly Ainners who are 
deſtitute of he Spirit of God, to guide them in the 
way of truth, have only the ſpirit of bondage, 


Rom. viii, 15. But in the next verſe he faith, 
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They that are his children, have the ſpirit of adop> » 


tion, which makes known unto them that they 
are his eleft ; for ſaith he, His ſpirit doth witneſs 
a | to our ſpirits, that we are the ſons of God, Rom vii. 
- 16. And to prove it, he adds, that the Spirit 
; 


of God makes all his choſen ones to be lowly and 
humble, meek and contrite, continually crying 
7 and praying unto God with izhs and tears, which 
E God will not diſpiſe nor reject. So David, Who 
was a man after God's heart, conteſſed his ſins, 
4 Matering his couch wiih tears. But thoſe whoſe 
d 


hearts are hardened, and cannot thus pray unto 
the Lord, but their devotions ſeem tedious, wea- 


t riſom a uneaſy to them, are in a bad ſtate, and 
is |} have not the ſpirit of God witneſſing to their 
—u— ſpirit, and take more pleaſure in ſin, Il/ hoſe wages 
„ is death, than in godlineſs, which is great gain. 


| When a man comes to ſee his ſins, and God's 
anger for them, he diſlikes them, grieves for them, 


we | dewails them, and begs pardon for them, and be- 
Ve || gins to become a new man, to believe in Chriſt, ; 
tz anch to ſeek after happineſs, as Nicodemus did, | 
79 | and is afraid to offend his heavenly Father; not 
V- } fo much out of fear of puniſhmeat for fin, as out N 
Ol | of filial duty and obedience to him, who fo loved [ 
I's us from the beginning. But then we mult take N 
re heed that we deceive not ourſelves with an outward [ 
ho calling, for our Saviour faith, Many are called but . 
TY few are choſen. Before a man can be juſtified, he muſt | 
elr repent him of his ſins, and then Chriſt will aſſure 

on, him of pardon. And therefore if any would know ; 
ey |} whetherheis juſtified or not, he muſt firſt conſi- a 
aul 6 der, whether he has repented ſo to be truly hum- 4 
are } bled for his fins. And in the next place, he muſt 

the have a true faith in Chriſt Jeſus, to lav hold upon 

ge, | him, and wreſtle with him, as Jacob did with the 

th, E 2 angel, 
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angel, and not let him go till he gives 
bletiing, 

The third fruit of eleCiion is /an7fi ation, 
which conkiiis in two parts: Fit, Io die toßn. 
Secondy, '1 © rife to rightecufneſs. If nate 
your o d fins, and delight in holy duties, it 1s a 
true ſi n that yuu belong to God; bur if you do 
favour the things belonging 0 the ficln, and de— 
lire the garlick and lb pots of F.gypt, then you 
have no «fſurance of Hlvation. 

UsE 1. if thy name is written in heaven, no— 
thing can burt thee, '!hevgh thou be beer with 

Job, ſick with Eezekiah, in prilon with Joſeph, 
bated to death with thy davigur Chriſt, nothing 
can hurt thee; tor i God jiſihy, who can con- 
demn. 

Secondly, Seeing God has written Gown the 
name of every man and woman that ſhall be ſaved 


him 2 


in the Bock of Life, znd ſhewed us the way that 


leads to it, and unleſs we walk in that way, we 
cannot come to it. jt behoves every one of us to 
walk in that way, which leadeth to life, and not to 
ſerve fin and datan any longer, but labour to die to 


lin, before we die to nature, and bury fin, before 


it buries us; for fin brin's nothing but ſhame in. 
this life, and perdition in the life to come. 
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SERMON III. 


Rev. XX. 12, 13. 


12. And the dead were judged out of the Book of 
thoſe things which were written in the backs, ac- 
cording to their Works, 

I3. And the ſea gave up the dead which were in 
it, and death and hell delivered up the dead that 
were in them, and they were judged every man 
according to their WOrks- 


S for the Book of Life, I think T have ſuf- 
ficiently explained that it is the counſei and 
decree of God s election, whereby he has choſen 
certain men and women out of the lump of man- 
kind, who have their names regiſtered, that they 
may be admitted to eternal life, which every one 
ought to be aſſured of, as they might certainly be, 
by the marks ſet down in the ſcripture, and by the 
teſtimony of God's ſpirit which cannot lie. 

Second i, By the fruits and effects of election, 
as: vocation, juſtification, and ſandtification, love 
of one another, and obedience to all the com- 
mandments of God, and therefore it very much 
concerns every one of us, to endeavour with all 
our might and main to make our calling and 
election ſure, or we cannot be ſaved, Beheld, I 
give you power to tread on ſerpents and ſcorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy, and nithing 
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Hall by any means hurt you: Notwithſtanding in 


this rejoice not, that the ſpirits are ſubjett unto you : 
But rather rejoice, becauſe e your Names are ur ritten 
in heaven, Luke x. 19, 20, without w hich we can 
have no true joy to our ſouls, notwithſtanding we 
live in all the ſplendour and glory imegmnable; 
which moſt men are very careful to mind, and at 
the ſame time nee lect the moſt ſubſtantial happi- 


neſs, and faviny their immortal ſouls. 


After what manner ail men foall be judged. 


St. John procecus to deſcribe the laſt judgment. 
as It was revealed to him in his wonderful viſion 
in the iſle of Patmos, where it was neceſſary to have 
it becauſe it was private and free from company, 
and to tojJace him in that ſolitary place, fo that his 
ſoul miglit the better be fitted with contemplation 
to receive the power of Gd; for when the help 
of man is furtheſt off, then God is neareſt. And 
the manner he gives us of it is, 7 hat every man 
ſpall le judged accirding 10 theſe thnys which are 
written in the book, according 70 OUT OWN WON KS. 

It hath been already faid, I hat he ſaw all, beth 
great and ſmall fand bijore Ged. None ſhall be 
wanting at that day, every man's book fhall be 
opened, and every one's conſcience ſhall he tried 
hy the things that are Written in the book, and 
nothing that is alled;ed ſhail be gain ſaid: And 
although it might be wondered how ſo great a mul- 
titude ſhall be judged, and every man's book ſhall 
be read, no, not one ſhall be wanting, although 
we ſee what a lonz time it holds our Judges in this 


calling of evidences, ſuch producing of witneſſes, 
ſuch preferring of indictments, yet at the day of 
judgment, every. man's own conſcience ſhall either 
Juſtify, 


world, to try a few per ons, where there is ſuch 


— 
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juſtify or condemn him in a moment. Wen 
Chrilt Jeſus the Great Judge, ſhall fit upon the 
throne of his glory, A Car by his holy angels, 
ſaints and martyrs, then {hail the book of every 
man's conſcience be opened, and According ta the 
: thinss ubich are in the boat they thal! afrein cailio 
mind their former fins which th ey have comnult- 
ted, and no one ſhalt be abje to bunte dick what he 
is acculed of, 
From which words I ſhall obſerve theſe two 
thin's: Fit, Who they are that muit come to 
| jud ment, even the dead both Imall and great, 
who have laid many thouland years rotting in the 
crave. And Secondly, { hat God would have us 
aſſured of the day of judement. 1. Loris glory. 
2. For our comfort. 3. To keep ns in fear of him. 
That all might be inexcuſable. 
T he firſt may ſerve to exerciſe our patience, and 
to put a bridle on all ow thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions. Second, By hinderin our curiotity, to 8 
keep us within the bounds of our duty. To | 
which end the Apoſtle faith, Be ye always e. | 
for in juch an 22 7 65 ye think not of, the Son of 
| Man cemeth. And Thirdly, I he means by which 
we muſt be tried, I hey are our conſciences, which 
| are the books cf record, that either excuſe or con- 
| demn us at that day. And Fourihh, i he 1 ouchs 
| ſtone of this trial is the Word of God. 
Saint John faith, both jnia/i and great muf 
ſtand before God, from whom nothing can be hid, 
| and the dead / all be judged, their long continuance 
| in the grave cannot mak e them to be forgot. I hey 
muſt then vive an account of their good and evil 
deeds, though they have been ever ſo long ago, all 
Mall appear open to his eves, to whom darkneſs is 
as light. And every thought, word, and action 
ſhalt be remembered that have been committed a 
thouſand 
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thouſand years ago, of which we muſt give an ac- 
count, as well as a malefactor that died but yeſter- 
day. T1 houzh Cain be dead Jong ſince, yet his 
fins are not dead. No more than ſudas who be— 
trayed his Matter above ſeventeen hundred years 
fince, who will be called to an account before him 
who /itt-th ou the throne, and judgeth all according 
to their words. 

On the other hand, thoſe that have done well, 
and ſuffered for rigtitzouſnels ſake, ſhall be re- 
warded, as the Apoſtle faith, Sitting upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Iſraet, SC. 
not that they ſhall give judgment, but only ac- 
company him to approve the equit, of it. A like- 
neſs whereof we have in theſe our earthly judg- 
ments, where Juſtices and men of account fit with 
the Judge, not that they have to do in pronounc- 
ing fentence or judgment. 

But thoſe that have do violence, and lived in 
a courſe of ſinning, ſhall tremble with horror at 
the expected ſentence, as we read Luke xiii. 18. 
There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, when 
their evil conſciences ſhall fi, in their faces, and 
bring in an accuſation againſt them. Then the 
uſurer, the drunkard, the ſwearer, the prophaner 
of the Sabbath, who thought that death would 
end all their miſery, will find themſelves miſtaken, 
when they ſee themſelves along with Dives, ſeeir g 
Lazarus in Abraham's boſom, and with him they 
ſhall be tormented without re jef. And what will 
add to their miſerv, will be to behold Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob with the Apoſtles, Martyrs, and 
other holv men, entering into the kingdom of 
heaven, and advanced in glory, whilſt they are 
ſhut out themſelves, and deprived of that happineſs, 
which they might fo eaſily have obtained, BY 

en 
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Then ſhall their conſciences accuſe them, when: 
they ſhall jay within themſelves, 77% are they, 
whom ſometimes we had in der iin. Theje are they 
whom wwe un1onged, and whom we fo much oppreſied: 


and ſcor ned, and ſaid unto ouitelves, We jools 


therght their lives madneſs, and their ends without: 
hortur: But now we find they are counted among ſi 
the children of God, and their portion 1s among the 
faints, and they are highly advancedin Ges favour, 
But we, alas! have not known the ways of God, 
nor lived in his fear, nor walked Giligently with 
vpright conſcience before him. Ah! poor ſouls, 
they (hall then with for death: But alas, alas, 
death (hall fly from them, Oh! it had been good 
ſor them, it they had never been boin, or had 
rather been toads and ſerpents, for in death thefe 
have an end: It is not lo with the wicked man, 
for when le is dead, even then begins his greateſt 
DHICTY.. 

Remember this then a!l of us in time, whilſt the 
golden opportunity is held forth, for though thou 
die, yet thy fins die not with thee, Remember, O 
young man, that for all this, thou muſt ceme to 
judgment, faith Solomon, even all old fins that 
have been committed in ſecret, will then come to. 
light, Oh, then, Jet us watch over our lives, and 
have this ſtill in our minds, that although we die 
and rot in the grave, yet our fins will not die, they, 
muſt come to light. For dt. John tells vs, that 
{ he dead were juaged, even thoſe that were forgot 
ten long ago, for God will bring every werk to 
Judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be 
good, or uhether it be evil, | cc). xii. 24, which 
muſt needs be a preat terror to the wicked ; but 
the ſaints of God will be ſafe from this fear, being 
comforted by a good conſcience, and the afturance }. 

they, 
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they have of eternal happineſs, through the merits 
and mercies of jeſus Chriſt. 

Now then, thoſe who have good and holy 
thoughts written in their book of conſcience, ſhall 
be glad to have their books laid open, wherein is 
found, obedience, repentance, faith, hope, love, 
Zeal, patience, &c, But woe to the adulterers, 
fornicators, murtherers, liars, ſwearers, and blal- 
phemers, Hor the wages of juch ſins is death, and the 
wrath and curſe of God upon them for ever. 

No excuſe in the world will ſerve to award or put 
off this trial, it will not do to ſay, I have marri:d 
@ wife, and cannot come, or I have bought a farm, 
or a yoke of oxen. Such excuſes will not do, come 
they muſt, and ſtand naked before the Judge, as 
our firſt parents did, when God called them to 
trial for tranſgreſſing his commandments, who 
upon their trial made vain and trifling fexcules, 
Adam ſaving, The woman which thou gaveſt me, 
gave me of the tree, and I did cat. And Eve 
thinking to eſcape after the like manner, faith The 
ſerpent beguiled me, and I did cat. In like manner 
Saul made an excuſe, when he diſobeyed God's 
commandment, and ſaid, I have obeyed the voice 
of the Lord, and have gone the way which the Lord 


ent me, and have brought Agag, the King of 


Amaleh, and have deſtroyed the Amelekites: But 
the people took of the ſpoil, ſheep and oxen, and the 
chiefeſt of the things, which ſhould have been de- 


Aroyed, to offer unte the Lord. As alſo Pilate, who 


againſt his own judgment condemned Chriſt, and 
yet would excule himſelf, by taking Water and: 
waſhing his hands, ſaying, / am innocent of the 
blood of this juſt man. But this would not do, 
every man's conſcience will tell him otherwiſe. 
No fair tales, but plain and naked truths, when 


we ſhall not be able to anſwer one word of a thou- 
ſand, 
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ſand, but forced to confeſs our miſdeeds. And we 
Mall not find as it is in this world, that we can 
hope to be forgiven, by aſking pardon, but then 
ſhall our confeth on be to our open inaine and con- 
fuſion, becauſe it occaſions (by the means of thoſe 
fins we are compelled to confeſs) our endleſs de— 
ſtruction. 

And then the Judge ſhall ſeparate the one from 
the other, the jult from the unjuſt, the 3 from 
the goats, For he ſhail jend fer his angelt, with the: 
great joundof a trumpet, andthoy ſdail gt hes 1 er 
his elect from the four winds, and from ene end if bea- 
den to another, Matt. xiv. 38. herein it appears, 
all hall come, both the good and bad, before the 
Judge, and then ſhall the uit mine as the fun, 
and be as it were by proclamation, Come ye bleſſed, 
which makes St. Paul break out into theſe words, 
Herein is the law of God perfect townrds us, that 
we Hall have boldneſi at the day of judgment, This 
makes the godly with the haſtening of that day and 
cry, Came Lord Jeſus, come quickly, 

Seeing then, that there will be no evidence 
wanting, and that every one carries it in his own 
breaſt, and that we muſt give an account to the 
Great Judge of all our thoughts, words and ac- 
tions: What account ſhall they give Who have 
been idle hearers, and idle doers of his word. 

Use 1. This ſhould teach us to be continually 
looking over the book of conſcience in this life, in 
order to correct and amend it, ſo that it may ſtand 
fair, when it ſhall come to be opened in the life to 
come, Which David adviſes us to, when he ſays, 
4 will take heed to my ways that [ offend not with my 
tongue. Let them who fear the Lord, and love 
their own fouls, take all care, to make their calling 
and election ſure. St. John tells us. AU muſt. 
appear at the great tribunal, The conſideration 
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of which, made St. Paul careful to keep his Con- 
ſcience void of Hence, bath towards God, and fo 
wards man, Acis xx1. becauſe we mutt receive 
jud-ment according to the account written in that 
bock. Oh! that we might imitate that bleſſed 
A poltle, and would ſtir and endeavour that no 
filthy ſias blot our books, but taat we keep them 
1air and clean in the fight of God, which we ought 
o do, above all things 1 in the w orld, For i, our 
hearts condemn us „Ged. is greater than our hearts, 
and wil aiſo conde 118 us, 1 John iii. 20. 

UsE 2. Seeing that ſentence mult paſs according 
to things written in cur books, let us not only avoid 
evil actions, but alſo evil thoughts and words, that 
will rife up againſt us at the laſt day; for St. Paul 
Jaith, Even thoughts fhall either excuſe or accuſe us. 
Rom i. 20. By which you fee, if we would truly 
repent, We muſt | repent of all our vain thoughts and 
1mavinations, for were there no other ins, theſe 
would riſe up, and be a ſufficient evidence to 
Convict us, 

{et us not content ourſelves to imagine we are 
ſafe, if we can ſavy with the Phariſees, I am no 
drunkard, nor fornicator, nor extortioner, unleſs we 
can truly ſav, that there is not an idle word un- 
repented of, for even they come 10 Judgment, for 
f ſay unte you, that every idle word that men ſhall 
ſpear, they 92 ue an account thereof in the day 
of judgment, Matt. xii. 36. And that we may 
Know more perfec 0 the meaning of this, St. John 
faith, That we Hall all be judged according lo our 
works, Rev. xx. 13. And St. Paul faith, 2 Cor. 
xxii. 10. We muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat 
of Coriſt, that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, accor ding to that which be has done, 
whether it be good or evil. If thy works be good, 
thou haſt glory, but if thy works be evil, then dam- 
nation, 
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nation. Gocd works although they cannot merit, 
yet they wiil (hew forth the faith that la, in the 
heart, tor our works fhall follow us, when we reſt 
from our labour, and attend us in life or death; 
for which reaſon, the day of judgment may be pro- 
periy called the day of revelation, wherein all hid- 
den thinvs ſhall be made known, and the dark 
ſecrets and counſeis of the heart ſhall be mani- 
teſted, for then God ſpall judge the ſecrets of men by 
Jeſus Chriſi, Rom. ii. 16, 


Doct. 1. Men ſball be judged according to 


their Works, 


From what has been ſaid, we may ſee that all 
men and women {hall come to judgment, and be 
acquitted or condemned by their works, for even 
Adam entailed death upon his poſterity by eating 
the forbidden fruit without repencance, which had 
not been ſufficient, had not the Son of God died to 
appeaſe the wrath of his offended Facher, even ſo 
man muſt endeavour by his humility and obedience, 
by his works of mercy and charity to procure to 
himſelf this happineſs, or elſe it will not avail him, 
for God is not unrighteous to forget your works and 
labour of love. As it is ſaid of Cornelius, T hat his 
prazers and alms came up for a memorial before Gad. 
And as the godly ſhall be rewarded according to 
their works, ſo {hall the wicked, as their deeds 
have been in the fleth. Theſe things haſt thau done, 
and I kept ſilence, thou thoug hteſt that I was alto- 


gether ſuch a one as thyſelf: But I will reprove © 


thee, and ſet them in order before thine eyes, Pſalm 
xx. 21, And again, I was an hungry, and ye fed 
me not, &c. | 5 

UsE 1. This ought to make us above all things 
ta labour and abound in all holy duties and graces 
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love, zeal, cloath:ng, feeding, and lodging the poor, 
whick Chriſt takes as done to himſelf, and accord- 
ing ſhall be our reward as he faith, who is the 
Author of all truth, Yerily, verily, of a truth, thou 
Halt not loſe thy reward. | hen how ought all 
men to endeavour, that they may be bleſſed with 
ſuch a happineſs, that eve has not ſeen, nor ear 
heard, neither has it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive, when we may attain it at fo ſmall a 
price, as doing good to our fellow creature; for 
although our good works cannot merit, yet they 
ſhall be rewarded, they ſhall not be forgotten in 
the day of judgment. I hey are ſacrifices well- 
pleaſing to the Lord, and when all our friends and 
riches can do us no good, they will bring us com- 
fort in our g reateſt time of need, and ſtop the anger 
of an All-ſeeing Judge, who judgeth every one 
according to his works. 

What is ſpent in ſenſual pleaſure, brings a ſting 
with it to torment us in the end, being frequently 
attended with puniſhments in this life; but in the 
world to come, moſt certainly with deſpair and 
endleſs torments. The remembrance of which, 
one ſhould think, would teach us Fit, The fear 
of God, not to fin. Secondly, Faith in Chriſt, to 
receive eternal life. Thirdly, Patience in adverſity, 
becauſe after momentary pain, ſucceeds everlaſt- 
ing Joy. 

Doe. 2. Seeing all theſe things muſt come to 
paſs, and that nothing ſhall go with us when we 
die, but © ur conſcience and our works, what man- 
ner of men ought we to be in all godlineſe, St. 
John plainly tells us, that both the quick and the 
dead ſhall hear the trumpet, and be gathered toge- 
ther in jud ment. Firſt, By the powerful voice of 
Chriſt, thoſe that are in the grave ſhill hear his 


voice, Secondly, By the Miniſtry of angels mor 
al 
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ſhall gather the elect from all parts, the ſea, death, 
the grave, fire, which time an nature conſume:!, 
ſhall give up their dead, and obey the voice of 
God, as at the creation. 

Duet. 3. Certainl-, if men would but ferioutly 
conſi:ier this, they would be witcr than to ſet their 
hearts on things that cannot protit. hat do men 
delire? What do they hunger and thirtt after? but 
tor pleaſures, prolits, and preferments. For theſe 
they ſpend their labour, wit, and ſtrength; but 
there is no account of prayer in their houſe, no 
delire to .ttain knowledge, faith and repentance, 
no conſcience to live in the fear of God: Alas! 
They never think of theſe thirgs, but all their de- 


fire is for the things of this world: But poor foul, 


thou canſt not take one piece of gold or ſilver with 
thee, but all muſt be left behind, and only thy 
conſcience, and thy works muſt accompany tice, 
Let us not then ſet our hearts too much upon 
thoſe things which cannot profit us in this fiery 
day of trial: But let us enter into covenant with 
the L. ord, to ſtrive againſt the corruptions of our 
own hearts, wherein we have moſt diſhonoured 
the Lord, and let us ſee gur covenant be kept and 
continged as much as in us lietn; and let us all 
remember the words of the !'rophet Eſdras, in his 
ſecond book, chap vii 32. The earth hall reſtore 
thoſe that have flept in her, and the Ait High 
ſpat appear hon the frat of juament, and miſeries 
fal vanith away, and long ſuffring ſhall have an 
end; juſtice only ſhail. continue, the truth foal re- 
main, and un'ightecuſneſs pali bear no more ruie. 
Let me therefore, in bowels of compaſſion en- 
treat ou, to conſider in time the things that be- 
long lo your peace, before it is too late, laying aſide 
every fin that doth fa eaſily beſet von, and ja ctain 
the £rawn; for thoſe who do this, ſhall not miſs 
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of the reward which God \:th laid up for all thoſe 
that love and fear him, and which is of more va- 
lue than ten thoutznd wor] 

Now a queſtion may be aſted, why St. John 
faith, All mut rome t3 Judgment, hen our Saviour 
faith, He that believct, , ſhall not come to Jus gment, 
but be that believeth net is condemned already. 

To which i anſwer, It is true that the faithful 
thall not come into judgment, that is, of condem- 
nation, Kom. vii 10. For there is no condemna- 
tion to them which are in Chrift Jeſus, who wall 
net after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit; But God 
will pronounce that Heſſed ſentence, Come ye be 
&c. As for the wicked they are condemned al- 
ready; Virſt in the decree of God, as being re- 


probates. Secondly, In the word of God. And 
Thirdly, In their own conſciences. And WY We are 
to underſtand the ſay ing of Solomon, K cel. iii. 17. 


God jail judge the juft and the unjuſt,” 4 one to 


fatvation, and the other to condemnation. 


Now as to the third point that | propoſed, which 
is the touchſtone of the trial, whereby all mens 
thoughts, words, and ations, (hail be tried. St. 
Paul tells us, At the day of judgment, God ſhall 
judge the ſecrets of all men's hearts by Bir Gefpe!, 
Rom. i. 18. And ſince it is ſo, how careful ought 
weto be, to read and hear and under Rand his law 
an goſpel, that all our thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, {hall be agreeable to what is commanded, 
ſo thar we may be able to chuſs that which'is good, 
and eichew that which i is evil; for thoſe who are 
ignorant of them, are but in a very bad condition, 

as St. Paul tells us, That the Lord Feſus will come 
in flaming fire, to tak hs Lige=d on them that know 
wot God, and that cbey not the Gofpel of o Lo 
TFeſus Chrift. And therefore as you love vour 
fouls, love ve the Word of God, ſcek with all 

diligence 
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diligence to know jt, which will tan thee in great 
ſtead in the time of need; when thoſe that neglect 


it, it will ſtand againſt them to their condemnation... 


13. And the ſea gave up the dead which were in 
her, and death and hell delivered up the dead that 
tobe e in them, and they were judged every nan 
according to their war ks, 

It is a matter bew ond all diſpute, that the dead 
ſhall riſe again. 1 hoſe who have been eaten by 
tiih, fowl, or wild beaſt, and men perhaps again 
have eaten them, and have been after wards burnt 
to aſhes, which have been ſcattered ov-r the face 
of the whole earth; which makes the atheiſts ſay, 
there ſhall be no reſurrection: : But did he conſider, 
there is nothing impoſſible with God, and that it 
was more difficult to create all things out of nothing 
than to gather together a little ſcattered duſt, and 
new form it again, he would not dare to diſpu: e 
the actions of Umnipotence, but rather belie:e it 
mall be ſo, becauſe he that ſaid it is al! truth, and 
cannot lie. And this is an article of our faith, /7z 
believe the. reſurrectian of the ae ad, which were 
it not ſo, all our religion is in vain; for his reſur- 
rection was not only to expiate our fins, hut all9 
to obtain righicouſn:fs for us. Thus confident is 
Jobi in this, I knew that my Redeemer liveth, whim 
mine eyes ſhail bebald. And Iſaiah faith, 7 he dead 
man. ſhatl arije,. even with my body ſhall they ariſe. 
Aware end ſing ye that dwell in the duſt, iſa. xxvi. 
9. And the Apoſtle Paul faith, VF there be ma 
refurreftion of the dea?, then Chriſl is. nat riſen, 
1 Cor. xv. 12. 

And again, J Chrift be not riſen, then is cur 
preaching vain, and we are in our fins. Moreover, 
This corruption, muſt put on incorruption, and this 
mortal muſt put en immortality, All muſt ariſe 

J Whether 
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whether they be good or bad, as the Apoftle to the 
Hebrews taith, 17 75 appointed for. all men once to 
die, and after death comerh judgment. For by the 
ſ{cund of the laſt trumpet, the dead ſhall ariſe, which 
is not a common trumpet, but the voice of angels, 
which ſhall be heard far and near, nothing Mall 
hinder it, from all the corners ot the carth, ſhall 
this trumpet be hearc, for it is the Lord's ſignal. 

RE AS. I. And indoedd it is requiſite it ſhould be 
ſo in regard of God's juſtice, that his promiſes 
and threatnings might be made good to the godly 
and wicked, whick in this lite mam times are not. 

REAs. 2. Ihe very works in nature do in 4 
manner ſhew this, as the trees and plants in the 
earth in the winter which ſeem to be dead, revive 
and live again in the ipring. And as a phœnix 
when the is old, burns herlelf to aſhes, out of 
which the doth revive and hve again. 

And why then ſhould any man think it impoſ- 
fible for God to raiſe our bodies out of the «ut, 
which though it ſeem impcflible to man, yet it is 
not impoſſib! e to God? for he that created all our 
bodies of nothing, can make them again with 
ſomething, even of their own matter. And fine 
Chriſt gave life to himſelf when in the grave, how 
much more now being alive, and in heaven glo- 
rified, is ne able to raiſe his members from death 
to life. As the Ap: file Paul farh, I/ w2 . „ 
that Jeſus Chrift died and roſe again, e 5 gem 
alſo m hich ſleep in Feſus, wi!! God 3 With him, 
1 leff iv 14. And as he tells the Romane if 
the jpirit of him tl at raijed up 7jus irom the dead, 
awell in you; he that raijed up (. brift fram the Head, 
fhal: alſo quicken yeur morta! bodies, by his jp at 
that dwelleth in you, Rom viii 21 And to prove 
the reſurrection, theſe witneiſes are produced, 
Firſi, | he angels, I hy /eek ye the aving ainong 
the 
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tht dead, he is not here, he ts riſen, Luke xxiv. 5. 
Seeondiy, i he ſaints that aroſe with him. 7 hen, 
A forced teſtimony of the ſoldiers. Vs came 
iato the city, and ta, ail things that were done. 
Fourthiy, l he diſciples and followers of Chriſt, 
and more than five une brethren at once. 
Fifthiy, Himielt, who bid the woman, Go, tel, my 
brethren that I am rie, 1 Cor. xv. And t. 
Peter in his firſt epiſtle faith, chap i. ver. 3. BI 

| ſed be God the H 'ather of our Lord Tejus Chriſt, who 
according to his abundant mercy hath Payer Us 
again unte 'a avely hope, by the rejurrettion of Feſus 

Chriſ/t from the dead, to an inberitan e untorrutt 
and undefiled, and that ſadeth not away, reſerved in 
heaven jor you, - who are kept by the prwer of God 
through faith unto {aivation. Which dt Faul alſo 
confirms in all his epiſtles, Cor/t rs riſen from the 
dead, and is become the firſt fruits of them that 14 


1 Cor. xv. 20. Likewiſe Fph ii 6 He hath 
raiſed us up torether, and made us fit together in 
heaven with Teſus Chrift, And in acts 11 26, 


Unto you firſt, God having raifed up his Son F+jus 
Chri/t, vas {els him to bieſs you, in turning away 
every ο of vou from 1 77 . 

Now the enefits he obtained for us by his re- 
ſurrection, are. 

Firſt, Our Jufification, 

Secondly, Our Regeneration, 

Thirily, Our Refurreciion to eternal Glory. 

And the fruits of Chriſt's Refurrection, are, 
Fi, That bv his merit, he hath made full tatis- 
f.ct1on for our fins Second he application of 
his ben fits, that could not be conterred uniels he 
had roſe a ain. Thirdly, in the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by which Chriſt regenerates us PFourthly, 
We have the ſame ſpirit. Fr/ihyy, By the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus came the reſurrection from the dead. 

And 
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And Loh, he fruits of Chriſt's reſurrection is 
the conſummation of hapjine's, and the glorits a= 
tion of his Church militant, dy which he hath 
made us partakers of his righteou neſs, ſanctifica- 
tion aud giorification, purchaſed by his merits only, 
Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, faith. Chriſt, 
that in me ye ſball have peace, in the world ye ſbali 
Dave tribuiation : Be of goed cheer, I have over- 
come the world, John xvi. 53. And St. Paul tells 

To this end, Chi died and roſe again, and 
uno thut he might be both Lord of the living 
and the dead. Which texts plainly prove the 
article of our faith, Te believe the reſurret:ion of 
the dead. 

The Dour ſhall come, ſaith our Saviour, in which 
all that are in the grave, ſhail hear the vaice of the 
Son of God, and come forth. Which is compared 
to the ſound of a trumpet, the loudeſt and thrilleſt 
ot ail inſtruments,  hetl. i 15, For the Lord him- 
felf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſpout, with 
the voice of the Arch Angel, and with the trump 
of Gad, and the dead in Cori ail ariſe, Which 
noiſe ſhall be heard over the whole world; nas, 
though men have been many thouſand vears rotien 
in the grave, yet they ſhall hear it, and come forth 
to judgment. All ſhall be comoelled to appear, 
even the devils and damned fpirits ſhall be com- 
pelled to appear, wien every ſecret thing ſhall he 
revealed, aud the Kings of the earth, as well as 
the meaneſt beggar, ſhall come to judgment; tor 
although Chriit was a Lamb at his paſſion, yet 
many will find him a Lyon at his reſurrection. 

It were to oe Wiſhed that men would be wiſe 
and conſider this, that they may in this their day, 
hear the mild and gentle voice of Chriſt in his 
VV 14, arul by bis Miniſters calling them to re- 
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pentance, and forſake their ſins, before they hear 
his terrible voice cal ing them to judgment. 
Therefore in all afflictions and miſeries, and 
eſpecially in diſeaſes and death, we mutt ſtrengthen 
ourſelves in the hopes ct the reſurrection, remem- 
bring that of the Apoſtle, Phil. iii. 27, 21. Our 
converſation is in heaven, c whence alſo we look 


for a Savicur, who ſhall cha ige our vile bodies, that 


it may be fufſpioned like unto his glorious bay, de- 
cording to the working, wherein he 1s able even to 
ſubduzr all things unte himpelf. And that we may 
be aſſured of this, St. Paul faith in 1 Cor. xv. 20, 
21, But naw is Chrift riſen from the dead, and. be- 
come the firft fruits of them that ſlept; for ſince by 
man came death, by man came aljo the reſurrection 
Jrom the dead. 

As for the day of the reſurrection, God hath 
hitherto ſhut it up in his counſels ; but that it will 
certainly come, has been fully proved, as well as 
the manner of it. And that thoſe who are dead, 
ſhall be taken up to meet the Lord, if their fins 
preſs them nct down to deſtruction. 

This hope of the reſurrection, hath ever been 
the greateſt conſolation to the godly in their af- 
flictions: Whence |} ertullian ſaith, that the con- 
fidence in a chriſtian is in he reſurrection from 
the dead, An example of which, is in job, who 
in the midſt of his aſflictions ſaid. { row that” my 
Redeemer liveth, and that he fhail jland in toe 
latter days upon the earth, and though after the 
En, worms deſtroy my body, yet in my fab hal! I ſee 
God. And Ifaiah faith, chap. xxvi. 19. The azad 


men ſhall live, tozether with my dead body fhail they 
ariſe : Awake and fing ye. that dwell in the duff, 
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth 
ſhall caſt out the dead: At that time the people hall 
be delivered, every one that ſhall be found written 

in 
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in the b:ok, And Ezekiel is very plain, when he 
faith, Thus faith the Lord, Bebel, O my people, 
4 will open the graves, and cauſe you te come out of 
the graves, aul bring you into the land of Ifraet. 
And ye ſhail know that I am the Loro, when I have 
opened your graves, O my people; ani brought you 
up out of your raves, and ſhall put my ſpirit into 
you, and you ſhall live, Ezek xxxvii 12. 

UskE 1. Let us die what death ſoever, and be 
ſcattered to the four winds under heaven, yet our 
duſt ſhall be gathered together by the mighty 
power of God, that the ſoul may again enter into 
tho. ody, and both come to judgment; - therefore 
whiiſt we live, let us be mindful of our latter end, 
and then death ſhall have no power to do us any 
hurt; for if we every hour think of death, it Wi ill 
make us ſo live, that we may do well, and hope for 
a glorious reſurrection: As the tree falls, ſo it 
hes; as death leaves us, fo will judgment find us. 
Pur in doing wickedly, death is to far trom ending 
our miſory, that it is the degianing of it, therefore 
let us take care how ve with for death, e'er ue are 
prepared for it, for if we die in our fins, it had been 
better {or us never to have been born And every 
creature elſe is in a better ſtate than us, becauſe 
they ceale to be, and their pains are at an end; bit 
it is not fo with man. for he lia yet an accuunt 
to reckon for at the day of judgment. 

UsgE 2. Sceing that all men mult rife to 1 192 
ment. this is a Wonderful comfort to Gad's poor 
children, becauſe they ſhall receive their te- 
compence of reward, for all the labours, forrows, 
miſeries, ſcorns, and reproaches, they have defer. 
gone in this w orld; and the greater their a£1:i010ns 
have been here, the greater ſnall their happinels 
be hereafter. 

USE 
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Us 3. This ought to be of exceeding comfort 
to good men, becauſe death ſhall not have power 
to keep their bodies in the grave, but they ſhall 
riſe in glory, as Chriſt their Captain hath already 
done, which Huld make us cautious to keep our 


| bodies undefiled, becauſe they 5re the living tem- 


ples of the Holy Ghoſt, Wouldit thou have thy 
body plorified ? then glorify God in thy body, 
Can any man think that his /9u/ fall be ſaved, and 
his boay glorified, if he uſe the members thereof to 
fin and uncleanneſs. 


Use 4. Seeing that the Word of Mod aſſures us, 
that whatſoever death we die, «e {hall riſe again, 
and God's children only ſhall rite to lite and glory. 
This ſhould teach us not to be ſorty for thoſe that 
die in the Lord, for the, reſt from their labour, 
and ſhall riſe again to eternal happineſs. 


And they were judged every one according to 


his I/orks, 


This is often repeated by the Holy Ghoſt, be- 
cauſe we are hardly brought to believe this point; 
for were men ſenſible of this, certainly they would 
not live as they do in all manner of wickedneſs. 

How neceſſary is it then, that all who are 
blinded with ignorance, and deluded with the ſug- 
geitions of the devil, and their own wicked ima- 
ginations, to pray to God for the aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit in all their ways, that they may ſee 
their miſtake, and acknowledge with the true pe- 
nitent, the judgment and wrath of God due unto 
them, and to endeavour to die to fin, before they 
die to nature, and ſtrive to bury it, before it bury us, 
for ſin only brings thame in this world, and per- 
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dition in the life to come. By which we fhall 
not only enjoy a quiet conſcience in this life, but 
end our days with full affurance of a joyful 
reſurrection in the life to come, as the conſum- 
mation of all happineſs. 


THE 


NS 
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THE 
FOURTH AND LAST SERMON, 
CONCERNING 
Death & Hell, aud the Foys of Heaven. 


Rev. XX. 14, 15. 
14. And death and hell wore caff into the latte of 
fire, this is the ſecend death. 
I5. And wheojoerver was nat found written in the 


Book of Life. was coff into the lake of fire. 


N handling this weighty point of religion, the ſe- 
cond coming of Chriſt to Judgment, I told 
you who the Judge! is, and how he mall come with 
great power and majeſty, attended with an innu- 
merable company of angels, and all the hoſt of 
heaven, and alſo the evidence and records by which 
all muſt be tried, even the Books of Conſcience, 
of Lite, and the Word of God. It now remains, 
that we come to the Execution of that judgment 
upon all the ungodly, who 1n this life have turned 
their backs upon good admonition from God's 
Miniſters ; which is a very terrible thing, when 
Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond Verſon in the | rinity, 
mall ſay unto them, Depart from me ye curſed into 
hell fire, there to remain for cuer with the devil and 
his angels, &c. when immediately the execution 
of the ſentence ſhall follow, Death and hell were 
caſt into the lake of fire, thet i is the ſecond death. 
Cz 
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/ 

Before I proceed any further, it will not be 
amiſs to explain the meaning of this, becauſe ſome 
have made an objection that death is no creature, 
nor hath any ſenſe of feeling, and conſequently not 
ſubject to pain or torments: And as for hell, how 
can it be caſt into itſeif, when it is there already; 
Which mult be meant by the lake of fire. Is hell 
a water, or fire? And then how can they die, 
who are doomed to live eternally in torments, and 
wilh to die, but cannot. 

To which I anſwer, By death and hell in this 
place, is not meant death itfelt, nor hell itſelf, but 
the perſons who have made themſelves heirs of 
death and heli, by their wicked courſes and repro- 
bate living in this world, who ſhail be caſt into 
hell fire, and there abide for evermore ; ſo that 
theſe are ſpoken metaphorically, referring to thoſe 
that die in their fins; namely, all reprobates, all 


ſt iff- necked Pharoahs, all bloody Cains, all trea- 


cherous Judas's, all theſe ſhall be caſt into the lake 


| of fire. 


This ſhews the miſery of theſe that die in their ſins. 

Uss 1. Let all ſinners then that live and delight 
in fins take heed ; for as the Prophet ſaith, /7ho 
can dwell with everlaſting burnings? [t were to 
be wiſhed that all wilful ſinners would think in 
time of this horrible miſery that hangs over their 
heads. What a ſtrange kind of ſpeech is this ? 
When God called ſuch reprob ates, even death and 
hell itſelf, where the worm of conſcience ſhall 


never die, which will be always gnawing and tor- 


menting them, continually bringing into remem- 
brance the happineſs they have Joſt, for a few 
empty pleaſures. Oh! would to God, that the 
drunkard, the ſwearer, and adulterer, the pro- 


phaner of the Lord's Day, would lay this to heart, 
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defore the vials of God's wrath will be pource 
upon them. 

Wicked men now do, as the people did in Iſatah's 
time, !ſa. xxviii. 21, make a league with death 
ard the grave, as the rich man in the Goſpe!, who 
ſa d to his foul, Seul take thine caſe, for thou bf 
gucds and riches laid up for many Years : BY it s 
Lord tells them he will break the lea e, 
notwithſtanding all their boaſting and | fec Ty 
the end death ſhall knock at their doors, a. nd "then 
they inail pay dear for their long leaſe, even the 
loſs of foul and body for ever. 

And is not this the daily prafiice of mo me: 
and women now a days, do not u NV men live in 
fwearing, lying, drunkenneſs, &c. as if they 
thought they ſhould never die. But alas, poor 
fouls, let them know, that death and hell will ſeize 
upon them at laſt, and hey muff be caſt inte the 
lake of fire. 

Usk 2. In this you may fee what a curſed and 
wretched thing fin is in the fight of God, which 
makes men become fire brands of hell. 


And death and hell were caft into the lake of fire: 


Now as to this fire, it cannot reaſonably be 
taken for a material fire, though that is ver dreadful, 
but for ſomething far exceeding it, becauſe it never 
ſhall go out, nor ever conſume what i is doomed to 
abide in it, though it torments with unſpeakable 
torments, then let us conſider it, as the Holy 
Ghoſt in the text means it, the ſecond death, net 
of the body enly, but of eternal death and damnation 
beth of body and foul for evermare, By which we 
may plainly ſec, there is a double death, firſt of 
the bod, and then at the coming of the Lord to 
judgment of the ſoul and body. 
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The firſt death is the ſeparation ofthe ſoul from 
the body and that is common to all, only in this 
it differ s, There is no condemnation to them that are 
in Chi Jeſus, Rom. viij.'i. But thoſe that die 
in their ſins, Hall be puniſhed with enerlafling de- 


ſtructian, being fevered from the bleſſed preſence of 


the Lord for ever, and from the glory of his power, 
- I hefi. i. . which is a very terrible death, to be 

deprived of the pre ence of God, wherein the hap- 
ping, aid joy of ay 5 children ſpall ftand in the 
behelding of Gd and enjoying his preſence for ever= 
more, Matt. v. 8, and to be compelled to have 
the company of infernal fiends a ways upbraiding 
and tormenting thoſe that are ſo unhappy and mi- 
ſerable as to fall into this lake of fire, that cannot. 
be quenched, 

Secondly, Men and women ſhall not only be ſe- 
vered in body and ſoul, from the ble eited and glo- 
rious preſence of God for ever, at whoſe right hand 
is pleaſure for evermore, but ſhall be caſt into the 
lake of fire, and have their abode with the devil, 
and all the damned ſpirits in hell, where there 1s 
nothing but weeping and gaafhing of teeth as our 
Saviour himſelf hath expreſſed it, Depart from me 
ye curſed inio everiaſting firs, pr zpared for the devil 
and his angels, Matt. xxv. 14. Which words in- 
clude all the miſery that can befal a ſinner, to be 
aut of the ſweet and comfortable preſence of Chriſt 
Jeſus, and his holy angels, ſaints, and all the bleſſed 
in heaven, to be companions with devils in the 
terrible lake o fire and brimſtane. 

Thirdly, The miſery is the greater, becauſe it is 
eternal puniſhment; for St. john faith, The ſmoat 
of therr torments foal aſcend evermore, and they 
Hall have ns re/t day nor night, Rev. xiv. 11, which 
is an unezxprefitble puniſhment; fer the damned 


ſhall not only loſe God's glozious preſence, in 


which 
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which is fulneſs of joy for evermore, but be perpe- 
tually tormented in unextinguiſhable flames. 7Le 
wrath and vengeance of Gea hail ſeixe on then, and 
feed on them, as fire doth on pitch and briniſtone, 
where they ſhall be ever burning, and yet never be 
conſumed, this is a torment that cannot be expreſ- 
ed ſaid 1faiah Ixvi. 24. 1 hat their worm fhail not 
die, and their fire jhall not be quenchec. NO is 
a very miſerable condition in three reſpect 

Hirſt, 10 regard of the Degrees of it. 

GEO 55 In regard of the Place. 

Thirdly, In regard of the 8 of it. 

11 he firſt appears in the loſs o 
communion with God the Father, Son, and Holy 
(hoſt, In whoſe preſence is life, aud at wheſe ig hr 
hand is pleaſurs for evermore. But the wicked 
ſhall be puniſhed at that day with Zvueria/ting 
deſtructian from the preſence of the Lord, 2 | heſſ. 
i. 9, which is a puniſhment that we may gueſs to 
be intolerable enough, to burn and not to con- 
ſume, to live and to have no end, which will make 
them to cry out to the rocks and mountains to fall, 
upon them to cover them, when there ſhall be tribu- 
lation, ang uiſe, and wrath upon every man that 
doth evil, Rom. Xi!l. 4. 

Secondly, In regard to the Flace; which 1s hell, 
which in the ſcripture is called, The Goten 
gulph, utter darineſs, the fearful tobhet, the dun- 


geon of deſpair, the burning lake, the hell cave, 


the choice f all c61 "fuſion, the grave of _heraition, 
whoſe furnace is always burning, whey/e fire is made 
by God's wrath, and his power upholds it, and it is 
blown with the bellows of his indienation; it 15 un- 
guenchable, even prepared for the devil and bis 
angels. 

Thirdly, In regard of the perpetuity of this pun- 
2hmeat, it ſhall never have an end, it ſhall be 


our bleſied 
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without hope of interceſſion ; for St. John ſaith, 
Rom. xiv. II. 7.0% ne of their torment Gall 
aſcend for evermore, and they hall have no reſt day 
nor night, 

O! that men would conſider theſe things in 
time, and not caſt away themſelves to gain riches, 
pleaſure, or honour, whilſt they neglect the moſt 
weighty things neceſſary to ſalvation, which is 
timely repentance, and living up to thoſe rules that 
are appointed to work out our ſalvation, whilſt it 
is yet to day, leaſt the night 6f death ſhould come 
upon us unawares, and no man can work. 

'There is no man living but hopes to eſcape this 
death, this flaming fire, and by that hope to defer 
their repentance til] old age come upon them, and 
they are not capable of doing any thing elſe: But 
this oftentimes deceives them, for the Holy Ghoſt 
by the mouth of St. John, ſaith, 7 he fearful, and 


unbeltevers, and abominable, and murderers, and. 


whoremongers, and forcerers, and liars, &c. Hall 
have their part in the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimſlone, which is the ſecond death, Rev. xxl. 8. 
And after this, there is no repentance, no reco- 


very, there will be a great gulph, as Abraham. 


told Dives, between the godly and ungodly; for 


the godly ſhall {re and behold the ungodly in hell, 


as Lazarus did Dives in hell torments. 
So that you ſee the Spirit of God faith, and he 


cannot lie, T hat ai! wicked and ungudly finners ſhall 


be caſt into the lake of fire, which many men and 
women will not believe, although it is fo often 
mentioned in the ſcripture, who will ſay tufh, 
there is nothing in it, God 75 merciful, which in 
oe words, 1s to vive God the lie, who is the 
ountain of all truth: And et tell the drunkard 
and prophaner of the Lord's Day, that they muſt 


give an account of thoſe things, and without 
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F..& 


peedy repentance, they will be damned for them, 
they will preſently ſay, they hope to be ſaved as. 
well as the beſt, notwithſtanding the Holy Ghoſt 
hath ſo often ſaid, I hat ail unbelievers, and ihives,, 
and murderers, Cc. Hall be caſt into the lake of 
fire and brim/iane, which is the ſecond death, 

But the fpirit of God doth not only ſhew thoſe 
whoſe heart tremble for fear of thoſe things, and 
whoſe foul doth melt for fear of this ſecond death, 
how to eſcape this terrible lake cf fire, which is, 
eternal damnation and torment both of body and. 
ſoul, but to obtain ſalvation and jov in the preſence 
of God for evermore, B/efjed ard happy is he that 
hath his part in the firſt rejurrettion, for on juth the 
fecond death fhall have no power : But they ſhall be 
the Prieſts of God and of Chriſt, and ſhall reigu with 
him a thouſand year s, that is, for ever more, ver. 6. 

i he Holy Ghoſt faith they, and none but they, 
that have their parts in the firſt reſurrection, ſhall 
eſcape the ſecond death, amd eternal damnation in 
the lake of hell fire. Therefore it is manifeſt the 
children of God have a double reſurrection and 
one death, but all wicked and ungodly ſinners have 
one refurrecticn, and a doubie death, for they that 
are to eſcape eternal damnation, are they that have 
their part in the firſt reſurtection, and that is b 
riſing out of the grave of fin, to the newneſs of 
life, which is otherwiſe called dying to fin, and 
living unto Chriſt. As St. Paul faith, Yeu hath he 
quickned, wha are dead in treſpaſſes and lin, ph. 
ii. 1. Therefore toe are buried with Chriſt in bap- 
tiſm into death, that like as Chrifl was raiſed from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo we alſ3 
ſhould walk in newneſs of life, Rom. vi. 4. 

Now to know whether this may be aptly ap- 
plied unto. us, is to loo into our own fouls, and 
there to examine ourſelves, whether we arc 98 
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from fin in this lie, to a newnels and holineſs of 
lite, aug wheiner we labour to mortity and keep 
under the won ks ui the fleth, and walk in all holy 
duties of obedience to God and man. And if fo, 
there 15 great hopes we have attained to the firtt 
reſuireciion ; hut then be juin to take heed to your 


ways, iI. : you fall not ain iiito fin, leaſt it adds 


* 


new fu] to burn you wit: kemember what is 
ſaid, Here is u condom ation to them that are in 
Cori t, which Wald not afier the fie 5 but after the 
ſpirit, 

1 herefore let every man and woman labour to be 
ſure of the firſt reſurrection, and then this ſecond 
will be ealy to them, and they ſhajl enter from 
judgment into heavea, and remain there in bliſs 
for ever and ener, accompanied with cherubims, 
ſeraphims, arch angels, angels, faiits, and all the 
holy comp-ny of bleſſed ſpirits. 

J his is a very »reat comfort to all the real mem- 
bers of Chriſt that torfake their fins, and endea- 
vour to conquer their unruly juſts, and even to live 
a god! life, though they are in miſery, poverty, 
or want, and in the end die the firſt death of the 
body, yet they Hall be freed from the ſecond death 
which is eternal. The gates of he lſpall not prevail 
apainit them; for as St. Paul faith, The elect ſhall 
rave eternal life, Put ? they that be reþrooates, ſhall 
be caſt into the tate of fire; for if ye liue after the 
feſp, ve ſhall ulſe die, Rom. xii. 8. 

Therefore deceive not yourſelves, as too man 
do, who think fiber come to church every Lord's- 


Day, and re e e the Sac ament now and then, 


all is well; dus jet me tell yuu, ye may come to 
church all your lives, and receive the iacrament 
ever ſo often, yet unleſs s you live a godly life and 
ſtrive to become a new creature, your eſtate is in a 


very deplorable condition, and your portion is 


likely 
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Rkely to be the lake of fire and brimſtone. There- 
fore let no man deceive himſelt, to imagine becauſe 
he now and then hears a ſermon, or receives the 
ſacrament, that he is out of all danger, and fure 
of heaven: But that will not do, no, not by a 
great deal; for if a man live in lin, as ſwearing, 
drunkenneſs, whoring, &c. he 1s in a miſerable 
ſtate, and may go to hell, notwithſtanding all his 
pretenfions to religion, 

Nor is this all; to die and go to hell alone, for 
they thall be in the ſea of miſeries, and in an ocean 
of calamities, fire continually flaming about them, 
and yet they not conſumed, rave and madneſs, 
and wrathful indignation, ſhall be within them, 
having the worm of conſcience (Which never dies) 
continually tormenting them. And v hat is more, 
when they ſhall look up, and behold the angels 
and {zints rejoicing and triumphing in the preſence 
of the lamb, and at that ame time, they ſee no- 
thing about them but brimſtone and hot barning 
coals : T hey ſhall be always in the flames, but 
never conſumed, their meat ſhall be griping 
hunger, «nd their drink lakes of fire and brimſtone, 
and their pleaſure, howling and roaring of foul de- 
formed fiends accompanied with devils. 

Thus heaven they have loſt, which cannot now 
be recoveied, and hell they have received, whoſe 
torments the; mutt endure. What doleful cries 
ſhall thoſe miferable wretches then ſereek out? 


They ſhall how! and weep becauſe they cannot be 


heard, which if they could, no man wil! pity 
them; which will make them curſe their birth- 
day, and the paps which gave them fuck, conti- 
nually crying, Wo, Wo, that ever I was born, 
to neglect God's commandments, and to break his 
laws, running after my own inventions, J cannot 
fay but I have juſtly deſerved this puniſhment, 
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And therefore you ſee if vou would live after you 
are dead, you "muſt die to fin, while you are alive, 
only thoſe who die to fin, ſhell live to righteoulnels; 
but he that lives in fin, mall die for his fins eter- 
nally, and as he would not labour to have his ak 
in the firſt reſurrection, fo he hall be ſure to ha 
his portion in the ſecond death! o prevent which 
miſerable ua let every man and woman la- 
bour to have their part in the firſt reſurrection, ſo 
that the ſecond deatli may do us no harm, but 
they hall live in joy and hap) zineſs for ever in 
heaven with the Almighty, and all the arch- angels, 
angels, ſaints, and martyrs, who ſhall be thei 
companions for ever and without end. 

In this eg ri there ſhall be eternal plenty, 
God will give them the Water of Life, out of the 
rivers of his pleaſure, there ſha!l be neither hunger 
nor thirſt, but all ſhall be ſupplied and ſatiated 
with every good thing. Here we lee God but in 
part, and that through a glaſs, but there we (hail 
behold him face to face, it will be a wonderful 
glory to the children of God to bear the ſimilitude 
of Jeſus Chritt, who fba'l change our vile bodies, to 
be like to his glorious body, accordiug to his mighty 
working, whereby be is able to ſubdue all things 
to himjcif, Phil. ii. 24. 

Therefore let every man and woman endeavour 
to ſeck the kingdom of God for if that be once 
found, there is no need of any further happineſs; 
but if it ſliould be loft, though we ſnhould gain the 
whole world, it would prove but madneſs and 
folly. And as it is not poſſible for the tongues of 
men and angels to expreſs the joys of beaver, fo 1t 
is imp ble to exprets the miſeries of the d amned. 
In ſhort, to gain the one, and avoid the other, is 
the main end for which man receives life and be- 
wg; and therefore it behoves all to enveavour to 
make 
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make their calling and election fare, fo that they 


may be received into the eternal habitation of 

bliſs and happineſs. 

1. And tohoſocner rs os 11d ritten in the 
Book of Life, but ca, the late Here. 

The ſormer veric es he execution of God's 
wrath upon all un-odly and wicket Grners ; and 
this the different eſtate of the children of GD, and 
of the wicked; for as there are but two forts of 
men, god and 8 the children of God, and the 
children of the Devil, ſo there are but two places, 
heaven and hell, joy and pain, and the rev dards 
ſhall be accordinoly, either bleſied or curſed; for 
St. John faith, The el. 7 ail have erna. life,” but 
they that are reprobates, fhad ove cafe into the lake 
of fire. 

As the lives of the godly differ from the ungodly 
in this world, ſo their condition after this life is 
far different; for as the one ſhall be eternally mi- 
ſerable, ſo the other ſhall be bleſſed and happy for 
ever; nay, to ſuch a degree St. Paul faith, As the 
eye never ſaw it, nor ever entered into the heart of 
man, to conceive the hundredth part of this pappi- 
nefs, 2 Cor. i. q. 

Fir. The bleſſed eſtate of the will conſiſts in 
this, that God ſhall be all in all unto us, It thou 
defire wealth, God will be it to thee; if honour 
or pleaſure, God will be all in all to thee. 

Secondly, In the kingdom of heaven, there ſhall 


Ibe no manner of want, for all defects of body and 


tou! ſhall be ſupplied: And though we fee God 

now but in part, yet then we thall behold him face 

to face, not in a glaſs darkly but fee him even as 
2 are een, and for evermore live in his bleſſed 
relence, and reign with him for ever, 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, All the children of God ſhall be like 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, as St. Paul ſaith, Hle hall change 
our vile bodies, and mote them lite to his glorious 
Holly. 

Zourth!y, In heaven we ſhall reap endleſs joy, 
and eternal happireſs, and ſhall delight in praiſing 
God for ever, lo as we ſhall keep a perpetual Sab- 
bath, and joy in the ſervice o. od tor ever, where 
we ſhall have joy without ſorrow, day without 

ght, no valley of tears, but a Sion of glory, and 
e comforts, W hen wretched will be the 
condition of thoſe, who ſay, it is in vain to ſerve 
the Lord, or as Pharaoh ſaid, Ve zs the Lord, thai 
/ ſhauld fear him. Which men then {hail know 
jt is not in vain to ſerve the Lord, for if we will not 
Keep a good conicience, and g to heaven by good 
example, we mult go to hell with the wicked for 
company ; which ſhould make us abound in holy 
duties, face God will reward even the leaſt work 
of faith. 

If thou give but a cup of cold water in the name 
of Chriſt, verilv thou ſhalt not loſe thy reward, 
for though works do not merit, yet they are re- 
wardaole. What mad men then are we, if we 
never think of heaven, till we have one foot in the 
grave, We cannot go to heaven on beds of down ; 
no, we mult ſtrive and take pains to enter in, for 
the gate is ſtrait, and narrow is the way. 

It grieves a man to think what will become of 
the ungodly finners, whoſe names are not written 
in the Book of Life. Alaſs! poor wretched ſouls, 
the Holy Ghoſt faith, 7 hey ſhall be caſt into the 
take of fire, And Chriſt pronounces this terrible 
judgment, Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever— 
laſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels, 
Matt. xxv. 41. Ah miſerable wretches, it had 
been better for them, that they had never been 
rn, 
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born, or had been toads or ſerpents rather than 
men; for they ſhall not only be caſt from the 
prefence of the Almighty, and his holy anzels, but 
ſhall be caſt into the lake of fire for ever. 
Now although | have already told you, What 
is meant by this lake, and the torments ail wicked 
and ungodly men and women {hall ſuffer therein, 
yet for your further inſtruction, 1 ſhall ſet down 
theſe three material points with as much brevity as 
they will admit of, 
Firfl, The Extremity of it. 
Secondly, Ihe Perpetuity of it. 
And Thirdl;, That from it there is no Re- 
demption. 
As for the Extremity of it, the pains are intol- 
lerable, and beyond all expreſſion. 
As to the Perpetuity of it, it is endleſs, for ſo 
long as God is God, ſo long ſhall the damned be 
tormented in this flame, and that is to all eternity. 
And, as from that there is no Redemption, cer- 
tain it is that Chriſt having once died to ſave man, 
will not die again; without winch God's wrath 
cannot be appealed, 
Theſe things well confidered, one would think, 
ſhould make the flinty hearts of finners to melt and 
break to pieces, for fear they ſhould come into the 
place of torment, this lake of fire: Which the 
Spirit of God fo often repeats in the {criptures, be- 
cauſe men are fo negligent of this weighty matter, 
their own falvation. Now, becauſe it is called a 
lake of fire, it fignitieth the extremity of torment, 
which the ſcriptures gives ſeveral names, to ſhow 
the unſpeakable torments all wicked and impeni- 
tent ſinners ſhall ſuffer to all eternity, for of all 
torments none is ſo gteat as tire: Beſides, Their 
worm ſhall never die. And Iſalah faith, Tophet ts 


©. 
- 


deep 


—— — — 
— — — 
— — — — 


6. The. Lat Great Aſjize. 


dec and large, and the burning thereof is fire and 
much wood, and the breath e the Lord as a river of 
. ſhall indie it, Ia. xxx. 33. By which 
vou may in part conceive the extremity of this 
woeful lake of hell fire. But had I the tongue of 
men and angels, I could never expreſs it in full: 
For as the joys of heaven are r ſo the 
torments of hell are idea of it; and that is, God 
-knows, but a ſmall one, you muſt know that the t 
torments of hell are umverſal, even in all the 0 
parts of the body, and faculties of the ſoul at the 
ö 
| 


— — — 
Ion amt 


1 ſame time. Ihe pains in this life are for the moſt part 


par licular in ſome part of the body, but in this fire : 
| the ſinner ſnall be tormented in all parts at once. j 
| For the truth of which, I ſhall give you an exam- f| , 


[| ple in the rich glutton, who cried. out, Father }| 
Abraham, have mercy en me, and ſend Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for 1 am tormented in this flame, q 
Luke xvi. 24. 

Jo prevent which, let us make that uſe which | , 
our Saviour adviſes, 2/ thy right hand or foot offend 


F. 
thee, cut them off, and cafl them from thee, that is | , 
as much as to ſay, Jet us forſake our darling be- „ 


Joved fins, for it is better to go lame into heaven, 
than whole into hell. 7 
Secondiy, As the pains of hell are without any 


eaſe, ſo they are without any end. As Abraham 
tells Dives, Jou are there, and cannot come hither, a 
Luke xvi. 26. It is a lake of fire and brimftane that 7 
bur net) for ever, Rev. xxii. It can never be | 3 
quenched : What fools are they then, who to en- 5 
Joy the pleaſure of lin for a ſealon, will endure the FD 
torments of he!l for ever. 10 

Zhirdiy, They are remedyleſs, for the rich man p- 
in hell would have given the whole world, if he » 


had it, only for one minate's eaſe, but it could not be 2 
had; 


in hell tormen ted for ever. 
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had; there is no remedy in hell, no filver nor 


gold, no wit nor 'policy will help, but he muſt 
abide by the jodgment. which makes the” devils 
and damned ſpirits to tremble, and vet it cannot 
move ſtony hearted finners to be afraid ? which is 
very ſtrange that men itiould run headlong upon 
that deſtruction, which they may in time preve ent. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour tells us, that the ſoul of 
the poor beggar is more worth than many thou- 
ſand worlds, // hat ben. fit were it for a a man, ſaith 
he, to win the whole world, and preſent'y t1 22 beth 
body and foul, No leſs comparable to this; which 


as 


is of all loſſes, is to be ſevered from God; and be 
Let us remember the 
word of St. Peter, 2 Pet. ili. q, and ſo on, The 
heavens anda the earth which are NOW, by the ſame 
word are rept in flore, and reſerved unto 
the day of judgment, and perdition of ungod'y men. 

The Lord is not ſlack but patient: But the day of” 
the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which 
the heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and 
the elements (hail melt with fervent heat, the carts 
aife, and the works that ere therein Hall be burat 
up. Seeing then that all! theſe things ſhall ve diſſolved, 

what manner f pern: ought ye ta bein holy conver 


ſation an e 05 looking for, and haſtening unto 


the coming of the day of Goa, wherein the heavens 
being on fire, ſhall be diſſolved? © But we lock for 
new heavens and a new earth, according to his 
promiſe where dwelleth righteeuſfus . I her efore, 
beloved, ſeeing you lonk for fuch things, be diligent 
that ye may be found of him in peace, without ſpot, 
and blameleſi, and account that the ling ſuffering of 
the Lord is falvation.' Now the end of all things is 
at hans, be ye' therefore ſober and watching in 
prayer. And St. Luke bids you chap. xxi. verſe 
34 + Take heed to ubrſeiver, lest at any time your 
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hearts be evercharged with ſurfeiting and drunken - 
1% and cares this life; and jo that day come 
pon you unatgres. Fer as a} are ſhall it come on 
4 them that awe; Karen ace. i wy U hole ca ib: 
[Fatch je therefore ana pruy 4 Sayn 124t ye may be 
accounted worthy to ejeape all Ye things that ſnail 
come t9 7 paſs, and te [land before the dan of Man : 
for it is be that will ſay, Ariſe ye dead and come to 


fu, 40 m-Hr, 


And now having done with all the text, which 
is the lake ihet burneth with fire «nd brim/tone for 
ever, I will not leave you in horror and Greed, 
but comfort you with the joys of heaven, and hap» 
piricls, of the bleficd that ſhall dwell therein for 
evermorec, As St. Paul relates in 1 Cor. ii. . 
Ihe things which eye halb net jeen, nor eur heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man, the 

things which God bath prepared ſer them that loue 
im. No man can expreſs the comforts and en- 
jo; ments of heaven, any more than he can imagine 
the miſerable pains and agonies of the damned. 

All men muſt own that the kingdom of heaven 
is a glorious place, becauſe it is the reſidence of 
the Great God, which made holy David cry our, 
O haw beautiful are thy tabernacies, thou Lord of 
hoſts © Wherein St. Paul being taken up, be beard 
unſpeatable words, which is nit lawful j or any man 
to utter, 2 Cor xii. 4. All we know or can lay 
of 1 it, is only this, it is a fpiritual kingdom, and 
its glory is paſt all imagination, which St. John 
deſcribes to be adorned with all the glorious things 
that are deſirable on earth. The heavens, where 
the mon is more glorious than our ſun, and the 
ſun as glorious as he that made it; for.it is he 
himſelf the Son of God, the Sun of Glory. A 
new earth, whers all their waters are milk, and all 
their milk honey, where all their graſs is corn, and 
all their corn manna; where all their glebe is gold, 
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and their gold innumerable carats; where all their 
minutes are ages, and all their ages eternity, where 
every m nute is every minute in the higheſt exalt- 
ation; as good as it can be, and yet ſuper exalted, 
and infinitely multiplied by every minute's addi- 
tion, every minute infinitely better than ever it 
was before: Of theſe new heavens and this new 
earth, we can only fay, that we can fay nothing : 
For the eye of man hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 
heart conceived, the tate of this plice, We limit 
and determine our confideration with that horizon, 
with which the Holy Ghoit hath limited us, that 
it is that New heavens, and new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteouſneſs. 

To thofe who are affected with riches, the Holy 
Ghoſt ſaith, Rev. xi. 18. I hat that new city ſhall 
be all of gold, and in the foundations all manner of 
precious /tones. To thoſe that are affected with 
beauty, he promiſes an everlaſting aſſociation, with 
that beautiful couple, that fair pair, which ſpend 
their time in contemplation, Behold thou art fair 
ny Belzved, and ſhe replies, Behold, thou art fair 
too; | ſignifying the mutual compliance between 
Chriſt and his Church, Cant. i. 13, 16, To thoſe 
which delight in muſick, he promiſes continual 
ſinging, and every minute a new eng. Lo thoſe 
whoſe thoughts are exerciſed upon honour and 
titles, civil or eccleſiaſtical, he promiſes prieſthood; 
and if that be not honourenouzh, a royal prieſthood, 
And to thoſe who look after military honour, tri- 
umph after their victory in the Church militant. 
In ſhort, as David faith, /Ye hall be ſatisfied with 
the abundance of God's houſe, and he ſhall give us 
waters of his pleaſure, as out of a river, Even 
bleſſings ſhall be heaped upon his ſaints, and tho? 
they may differ in glory, as one ſtar differeth from 
another, yet all * very glorious, 
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You ſee then what a bleſſed life is, it is %he 
fruition of God himſelf, in heaven, where we be- 
hold God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, not 
darkly as in a glaſs, but face to face, free from all 
mi:eries, diſeaſes, labour, and griet with ineffable 
comfort. This world is but 2 vale of tears, and 
this liſe is full of miſery, but God in the world to 
come will wipe them all away, Ae will /waliow 
1p death in viftory; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears fron off all faces, and the rebuke of 11S 
penpie, ſpall he tate away front off the face of the 
earth : I'ar the Lord has ſpoken it, Why may not 
we then cry out with the Prophet David, Lord, 
what is man that theu 2 eue, Of biz, or. 
the & Son 07 Man that 1 Ct 19 Regard 974 Vim? 

As the Þ rophets of old did {tir up people's minds 
by expectation of temporal bliciling, arid thereby 
give them hopes of greater bleſſings to come, to let 
us grow up into admiration ef thoſe heavenly and 

jnexpreſſible excellencies, v Eich are altogether paſt 

our apprelicnſion, and ber eee for as ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings do far exceed corporal bleſlings, ſo 
heavenly, joys do fer ſurpaſs all earthly glory. 

If Abraham left his country and his father's 
houſe, for a land he knew not; and Moſes refuſed 
to be called the Son of Pharaoh's. daughter, deſ- 
piting all the glories of the Court of Egypt, to ac- 
company the children of IfraeT throug! 1 a bauen 
and deſert wilderneſs to the earthly Canaan ; law. 
much more ſhould we leave all to journey toward 
this heavenly country, whole pleaſantneſs to hear 
of it 1s fo raviſhing to our ears, althouch it. is but 
a dim and faintrepreſentation of what it really is in 
its own excellency, To do which, let us make 
taſte to reconcile ourſelves with God, by a true and 
ſiacere repentance, running into the arms of Chriſt, 
ho is continually holding them out to receive us 

into 
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into all thoſe joys, which he has prepared for all 
them that love and fear him in the heavenly Jerufa- 
lem, the city of God, where St. John faith, Fe ſaw 
the holy city, New Fernſalem, come down from God 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride trimmed for her 
hyſhand Of which we may fay with David, Pfal. 
Ixxxiv. 1, 2. {low amiable are thy tabernacles, O 
Lord of He: ofis ! My foul longeth, yea, even ſaint- 
eth for the courts of the Lord, my heart and my 
fleſh cryeth gut for the ! ruin Gd. Ble/, 4 are they 
"That atwell 10 thy heufe, they will be ftill praifing 
thee; for a day in thy court 15 better than a thous 
fand. I hed better be a door heeper in the houſe of 
God, then to divell inthe tents of the wicked. 
Second), his kingdom of heaven is a paradiſe, 
it is a kinedom of grace, it is the kingdom of 
glory, a celeſtial kingdom, not made with hands, 
but an immortal kingdom, for it is eſtabliſhed by 
grace: Whoſe king never dies and at whoſe right 
hand are pleaſures. for evermore, which made 
David fay, I had fainted, unleſs I had believed to 
ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the 
living, which ſince the beginning of the world, 
men have not heard, neither hath the eye ſeen, 8 
God, beſides thee, what he hath prepared for him 
that waited for lim, Pſalm xxxvi. 7, 8. How ex- 
cellent 1s thy lovingkindneſs,' O Lord! Theres 


fore the children of men put their truſt under the 


fhadew of thy wings, They ſpall be abundantly ſa- 
ti ed with the fatneſs of thy houſe, and thou ſhalt 
make them drink of the rivers of thy pleaſure : For 
with thee? is ihe fountain of life, and in thy light 
ſhall we fee light. This city then is the Holy of 
Hohes, fo reſpe to the glorious company that is 
jn it, for there are none but ſaints and angels, and 
it is moſt holy, becauſe it is the habitation of the 
Lord of Hoſts, whole glory excceds all our ima- 
ginations. If 
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If Peter, who ſaw our Saviour's transfiguration 
in the mount, which was but an imaze of the glory 
that was to be, ſaid unto Jeſus, Maſter, it is good 


for us to be here, rejected all worldly picaſures in 


reſpe& of that. What ſhall we ſay, when we 
have the fruition of the ſame, Bleſſing, and plory, 
and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God 


for ever and ever. Amen. 


By theſe words. you {ee, how glorious the city 
of God is; the walls are of jaſper, and the foun- 


dations of precious. ſtones, the gates of pearls, 


and the pavements ot pure gold andi if fo, how 
much more comfortable are thoſe things within 
the city? According to Rev. it, 17. To him that 
overcometh, will I give to eat of the hidden manna, 
and will give him a white flone, and in the ſlone a 
new name written, which no man #naweth, ſave he 
that receiveth it, 

The greateſt joys on earth, are of leaſt account 
in heaven, for all ſhall be crowned, 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
Henceforth is laid up for me a crown of rightoouſ- 
neſs, which the Lord the righteous Fudge ſhall give 
me at that day; and nit th me only, but unto all them 
that love his appearance, Whole kingdom is paſt 
our imagination, and contains in it all that can be 
wiſhed or deſired; for which reaſon Abraham did 
ſorſake his own native country, his friends, and his 
father's houſe, to go into a land he knew not 


where. And.Moſes forſook Egypt, and refuſed. 


to be called the fon of Pharaoh's daughter. And 
holy men and women in the goſpel left their riches 
and all that they had, and laid them down at the 
Apoſtle's feet, wandering up and down in wilder- 
neſſes and in mountains, and hiding themſelves in 
dens and caves of the earth : But they had a re- 
ſpect unto the recompence of reward, theKingdom 
of God, where they deſired to be. Therefore if 

we 
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we deſire to come to this place of happineſs, come 


on with ſeſus Chriſt in our hearts by faith and plead 
ry his merits, death, and paſſion, and fo enter into 
0 his joy. 
In 
We: ' The Heavenly Fins of his Soul. 
"y, The joys that belong to the] 122venty Jeruſalem, 
ad \ principaily affect the { ou!, which is the principal 

part of man, and then the body, for that, at the 
ty reſurrection, being reunited to the ſoul, mall with 
1 it partake of this happinels, that the whole man 
ls, may receive his ful) perfection, as he was at firſt 
* created, And whereas the only delight of a godly 
in man, is to ſerve and praiſe God, eſpecially in the 1 
"at church and in the congregation, they meet together 
2 to worſhip and adore his holy name. But in this 
4 celeſtial Jeruſalem, there will be no need of achurch 5 
be or temple, for the Lord God Almighty, and the 

Lamb are the temple of it. And therefore why | 
nt ſhould men and women be ſo backward to enter 
8. into this] joy, where we ſhall have in that celeſtial 
Js manſion, no joy by weight or meaſure, but in the 
ve overflowing abundance even to exceſs; which to a 
em pious and godly foul, is as wings to carry it thro? 
att all the miſeries it meets with in this vale of tears, 
be whilſt it remains here in the body, as in priſon, la- | 
lid bouring to be releaſed, that it may fly to its heavenly 
his home. And where, as St. Ambroſe faith, rivers 
10t of joy and comfort, ſo much, as we ſhall be over- 
ed come with joy, which will be as it were wings to : 
nd the ſoul, to fly through this valley of adverſities; 
des for as long as the ſoul is in the body, it is confined \! 
he as a bird in a cage, and cannot get out. | . 
. Thus, you ſee, in the preſence of God ſhall be 
in all happineſs, and at his right hand are pleaſures 
re- for evermore. And as it is ſaid, The four ant 
A tiuemiy elders fell down and worſhipped him that. ſat 
; 1 07% 
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on the throne, and caſt their crowns before him, ſo- 
ſhall all the bleſſed of heaven do, finging praiſes 
and Halleluſahs; for we find Rev. vii. 4. That the. 


hundred forty and four thouſand, which had the 
name of Ged in their joreheads, do ſing a new ſong 

before the throne, and no man could learn that ſong, 

but the hundred fort; and four thouſand, which were 

redeemed from the earth, and they were cloathed in 
lang white garments, having paims in their hand. 

Ver 9. Which cried. with a loud voice, ſaying, 

Salvation be aſcribed to him that ſilteth upun the 
ſeat of our God; and all the angels /tood in the com- 
paſs of the ſeat, who fell before the feat on their 
faces, ſaying, Amen, Bleſſing, and glory, wiſdom, 

thanks, - honour, power, and might, be unto our God" 
for ever more. 

And as theſe did, ſo ſhall all thoſe that come be- 
fore God's preſence with ſouls full of jay and- 
thankfulneſs, who being filled with abundance of 
all ſpiritual comfort, ſhall not ceaſe to ſing halle- 
lujah and praiſes to God, who is the author and- 
giver of all happineſs :- Jo whom grief and ſorrow: 
will be ſtrangers, and the voice of mourning ſha!l- 
be no more heard, but every tongue, and every: 
place ſha!l ſound with praiſes and thankſgivings 
to the Son of God, the Son of Righteouſneſs, for 
his goodneſs in taking our nature upon him, and 
his mercies in ſuffering an ignominious death to 
ſave all that believe in him. | 

This made holy David long to come into his 
preſence, when he cryed out, Then ſhall I come 
and appear before the preſence of God? For cer- 
tainly it is an unſpeakable happineſs to be in his 
preſence, at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for 
euermore. | 

Now ſhall the minds and hearts of thoſe that are 


o 


thus. bleſſed, be filled with-abundance of ſpiritual - 
Za Bo comfort, 
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comfort, for we ſee now but in part, but then ſhall 


we ſee in fulneſs of glory, when all terror and dark- 
neſs of ignorance ſhall be taken away, and we ſhall 
deſire to ſee God; as holy David faith, A ſoul 
thir/teth after thee, like as the hart deſireth the 
water brooks, ſa longeth my foul after thee, O God, 
yea, even for the Living God: ben ſball ] come 
to appear before the preſence of. God? I hen (hall 
our deſire be fully fatished, and that which was 
denied the Prophet Moſes, to ſee the glory of God in 
this liſe, ſhall then be granted to every one that 
ſhall there be placed. This is what all good 
Chriſtians ought to long for, and earneſtly deſire, 
ſince it is the conſummation of all they can breath 
and pant after, as an eaſe of all miſery. 
I hen grief of mind and ſorrow of heart ſhall be 
utterly removed, no weeping, no mourning, no 
Iamentation, to be heard throughout the holy 
mountain. Behold, faith the Prophet in the per- 
ſon of God, My ſervant ſhall / ng for joy of heart, 
4 will joy in my people, and the voice of weeping dall 
be no more heard, nor the voice of crying, Iſa. Ixv. 
14. For God ſhall wipe away all tears "from their 
eyes, and there ſhall le no more ſorrow, neither jhall 
there be any more pain; for the former things are 
paſt away, Rev. xxi. 4. I hat is, thoſe which we 
luffer in this life, ſhall not moleſt us any more with 
forrow, but joy and gladueſs remain for ever, 
Afflictions ſhall never be felt, nor complaint heard, 
nor caule of grief, but happineſs which ſhall abun- 
dantly over recompence all the ſufferings of the 
righteous in this life. In God we (hall find all 
knowledge, witdom, beauty, riches, nobility, good- 
nels, delight, and every thing that deſerveth our 
love and admiration, or worketh pleaſure and con- 
tent. All the power of the mind ſhall be filled 
with the light, preſence, and fruition of God, and 
all 
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all the ſenſes of the body ſhall be ſatisfied. God 


will be all things unto us, cauſing our ſouls to be 
enlightened, and ſhine with righteouſneſs, holi- 
nels, and all ſpiritual graces, which ſhould raiſe 
up our ſouls to a cheerful undergoing all miſeries 
whatſoever which may happen in this lite, and 
comfort all the children of God under their af- 
flictions, and make them more cheertuily to bear 
the troubles and want of life, for God is a con- 
tent to our will, and a continuation of eternity 
to our memory, In him we ſhall enjoy all the 
varieties of things that are delightful here, and all 
the joys that content us now, when our fouls ſhall 
be reſtored to the image of God, in a full meaſure, 
as it was firſt created, and be throughly beautified 
and adorned with ſpiritual graces, 


The Heavenly Joeys of the Body, 

As for the heavenly Joys of the body, the com- 
modities and privileges of it, contributing to make 
them full, as they are thus united to the foul are 
many ; for it ſhail have no need of any thing to 
preſerve it, that in its corruptable ſtate is re- 
quiſite to its ſubſiſtance, nor luſtain any of theſe 
infirmities that it is in this world incident to, 
neither ſhall any night ſhadow it; for as it is re- 
corded in the verſe before the text, That the city 
had no need of the ſun or of the moon, to ſhine in it, 
which is as much as to ſay, there ſhall be no earthly 
wants, Notwithſtanding the heat of the fun is a 
great bleſſing to this world, and moſt comfortable 
to man and beaſt, becauſe it bringeth forth the 
fruits of the earth for man's food, and without 
which all things {ſeem to be ſad and lowering, but 
then ſhall we need not this bleſſing; for the pre- 
ſence of God ſhall comfort us, and the glory of 
God ſhall ſupply the want of the ſun and moon; 
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which will always illuminate it, and give it a per- 
petual day, far more bright and glorious than the 
ſun is capable of doing whilſt it remains below. 
Its food ſhall be ſpiritual noutiſnment, and its 
cloathing the white robes of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
all things ſhall then be miniſtered unto us abun- 
dantly, that we ſhall not ſo much as think of any 
want, whether it be food or cloathing, or any 
comforts of this lite whatſoever : For as the Pro- 
phet Iſaiah ſaith xlix. 10. They ſoall neither bun- 


| | ger nor thirſt, neither ſhall the heat en ſun ſmite 


them, for he that hath mercy on them ſhall lead them, 
even by the ſprings of water ſhall he guide them. 
Where the body ſhall be fearleſs from hurt and 
danger, and from the enemy; no ſecret contri- 
vances nor circumventions ſhall moleſt its quiet, 
but it thall reſt always at eaſe in the pleaſant vales 
of heaven ; death ſhall then be ſwallowed up in 
victory, and have no more power over us. 

In this world the body hath need of reſt, but in 
heaven there fhall be no need of reſt. Here are 
houſes ſhut for fear of tiueves, but there they ſhall be 
always open, becauſe there ſhall be no fear of pub- 
lick or private enemies, nor fear of future hurts or 
dan ers. They that are oppreſſed in this world, 
had need of friends to help and comfort them, 
which are very rare to be met with; but their vis- 
lence (hall no more be heard of, nor oppreffion be 
fo much as thought ot, but every one's case ſhall 
be fairly and in bar aliy heard, and every wrong 
Mall be righted Ard as no grief of mind. ſo no 
diſeaſe ot body ſhall moleſt us, neither ſhall there 
be any uſe of phyſiek; all imperfections ſhall be 
turned into perteciions, and all det ormities into 
beauty. Death, which is the mighty conqueror 
of mankind, ſhall then be trodden under foot; for 
death hall be tw ow up in victory, fo that 

With 


De Laſt Great Aſſixe. 


with comfort we may then ſav, O death, where 
ig thy ing? O grave where 1s thy victory? ] here 
we may freely eat of the Lree of Life, without 
any danger of forfciting its happineſs, which our 


firſt parents could not - raſte of, nor ſo much as 


touch; for though they t taſted of the I ree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, yet they were ſoon 
caſt out of paradiſe for it, leſt they ſhould put forth 


their hands, and take the Tree of Life a fo, and : 
eat and live for ever, Gen. iii. 22. In this New || #7 
Jeruſalem we ſhall! enjoy mirth without ſadneſs, | - © 
health without ſicknels, ſtrength without weak - \ 
neſs, life without labour, Re without darxnels, ! 
and happineſs without end. Ie (hall always fourith t 
in youth and beauty that never fade or decay. t 
There it ſhall have joy without ceaſing, happincſs It 
without change; and in ſhort whatever can con- 8 
tribute to a pe erfect felicity. For it (hal! be freed t 
from all corruption, mortality, or other caſualty ; c 
and all it has to do, is to praiſe and magnify the 
living God, who do! h all this and abundance more L. 
for us, and who ſhall et his teal upon us, and im- di 
print the name upon our foreheads, as a mark that 7 
we are his beloved children, worthy to hear the 7 
raviſhing melody and harmony of the anvels an- th 
theming the throne of God, whilſt we ourſelves 2 
oin in the holy choir, ſinging continually praiſes 740 
and hallelujahs to him that liveth for ever and A 
, ever. — 
Now man grieves for the loſs of his body, and C 


delights of the world, which faith alone dorh eaſe, 


| that promiſes an undoubred reſtitution of the body, 


| * "life, in which ſhall be everl lating bleſſedneſs. 


th 
hi 
2 better condition, and aſſures him of everlaſt- 18 
w 
Pi 


Then, as 1 formerly ſaid, ſhall this body be free 
from all corruption, and men ſhall then be like 
angels, free from want and poverty. They ſhall 
e | hunger 
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hunger no more, nor thirſt, neither-{hall the ſun 
ſcorch them ; for the Lamb which is in the midſt 
of the throne {hall feed them, and lead them Unto 
the living emp be of water, and G hi wipe 
atbay ali tears fret their eyes, Rev. xxi. 4. 1 ſaw 
no temple therein 1, 3þ was made with hands, faith 
St. John, for the Lord G 4 Aim:ghty, and the 
Lamb, are the temple of it, Rev. xxi. 22, 2 23: And 
the city had un need o . be fun, neither of the maon 
to ſhine in it, for the git 
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and the 2 ig the li ht thereof, whom his ſer- 
vants ſhall ſerve, they (hall ſee his face, and his 
name ſhall be in their foreheads. ho ſhall con- 
tinually hear ſuch heaventy muſie which is ſung by 
the choir of angels in the Church triumpitant, that 
it would raviſh any foul on earth to hear; which 
St. Bazil ſaith, To hear is more ſweet than devo- 
tion, and far ſweeter than all things in this world 
can be, 

Let us therefore be converted, and turn unto the 
Lord with all our hearts betimes; that when woe 
die, we may with holy David, lift up our VOICES 
and ſay, Ob! hoaw great ts thy 8 004e els, which 
thou haſl laid up for them eat fear thee ; : which 
thou haſt wrouzht for them that tru/t in thee, b, fore 
the ſons of men. {Even as the hart panteth after the 
water Drooks, 2 panteth my ſou! aſter thee, O God, 
A; ſoul thi-fleth fer God, for the living God 0 
when ſhall I come and appear before God, Pf. xlii. I. 
Certainly there is nothing ſo bitter and Harp in 
this life, but the contemplation of the Joys: of 
heaven will. ſweeten and allay ; for in heaven there 
is neither death nor mourning, wearineſs nor 
weaknels, famine nor tlurſt, but content and hap- 
pineſs in the higheſt degree; as it is Written, Eye 
hath nat ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it en- 
tered into the heart of man, the things wnich Goa 
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Therefore let no man that hath lived uprightly, be 
ſtaggered at any tribulations and mi fortunes, or 
fear to die, or doubt of the joys of heaven; for as 
we are all born, ſo we muſt all die, and then the joys 
of heaven will recompence as for all our jufferings | 
in this world, were they ten thouſand times | 
(| more th.n any they have been. Ard can any man 
if he rightly conſiders, think to get that by favour, 
e d gens only has by nature, immorta- 
liiy ] No, we muſt change this life, and this 
mortality muſt put on immortality; for no man V 
J. or woman can expect to gain ſo great an happineſs I 
x by being neglioent and putting off his repentance 

| from day to day, even to old age, or a death-bed # b 
repentance, which 1s very uncertain, Whether it n 
will be acceptable or not in the laſt hour ; for God E 
loves the early penitent, often putting young per- h, 


| 
| has prepared for them that love and fear him. 
| 


| ſons in. mind, To remember their Creator in the J. 
$ days of thetr youth, Jt 
F Let me adviſe you then to enter early into the | di 
KF Church, militant, and put on the whole armour || ftr 


of God, to reſiſt the temptations of Satan, that in Jo 
| the end you may receive the crown, for the godly th. 
| are as Warriors, in ſkirmiſhes daily in this life; va 
| but in that to come, they ſhall be-crowned con- an 
|: querors. Now they ſuffer trouble, though their 

1 life be hid with Chriſt in God; but when Chriſt 
| ſhall appear, they ſhall alſo appear with him in glo- 
ry; according to that which was pronounced bv a 
voice from heaven, Rev. xiv. 13. Mrite, Bleſſed 
are the dead wnich die in the Lord, even js ſaith 
. the ſpirit, for they reſt from their labours, and their 
. works fallow them. 

I Confider then, what joy will the ſoul receive 
| in that day, when it is preſented in the preſence of 
fo great a multitude before the throne of the Holy 
and 


* 


Fruits, Rev. x x1.-: 


joy as a reward of their labour and ſufferings: So 


and raviſhing the ſenſes with immortal pleaſares. 


as they are revealed to us, or as our imagination 
can reach them, thourh i in reality they wonder- 
fully ſurpaſs all that can be ſaid of them, as much 
as the ſun in its luſtre, does the ſmalleſt glim mer- 


as they are in themſelves, till the party who would 
do it, comes to the poileſſian of them, which makes 
us more eager after them, becauſe we ſha]! not be 
long without them. For the time of this life is but 
ſhort, and the time of thy trial in this world is but 
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and ever Bleſſed Trinity, where ſhall be expoſed to 
the view of all the hoſt of heaven, all thy virtuous 
deeds and innocency of life? and for thy farther 
comfort, as the wicked ſhall be vixed with horri- 
ble fear, when they ſhall thus fee the righteous 
ſtand in great boldneſs, /o Spa the righteous go 
for th, and loob upon the carcaſſes of the men that 
have tranſg reſſe God's will and hay law, Iſa Ixvi. 
24. Andthen looking back upon the dangers 
they have been in, and wherein other men are 
now, their joy ſhall be the greater, When they fee 
what miſeries they are cleared from, and what hap- 
pineſs they enjoy. f 

ln earth no joy or happiness ſo great, hut weil! 
breed a ſatiety, and we go weary of them, for 
novelty and change is grafted in our very natures. 
But we ſhall never be ſatistied with the joys of 
heaven, for the ree of Life bears twelve ſorts of 
Jruits, bearing fruit «very month, twelve manner of 
Which is aptly applied to the 
diverlity of joys, thoſe that ſtriive to eater at the 
ſtrait gate, and take heaven by violence, ſhail en- 


that you ſee, that there is a continual change and 
variety of d lelizhts and joys ſtili pleaſiag ine min.!s, 


wc 


And thus I have ſhewed you the joys or heaven 


ing ſtar; for no tonque is able to expreis tothe 
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m a manner a moment; if our time here ſhould 
be af ng years, what is it to one day in hea- 
ven} which has no night. 

And as the torments of hell are endleſs, ſo are 


the joys of heaven beyond all time, and as they are 
*remedileſs, (for out of hell there is no redemption) 


ſo are the joys of the bleſſed above, without any 
change or alteration, 

1 hus have 1 thewed you the joys of the king- 
of heaven in part, but their fulneſs | cannot utter, 


nor you conceive, we can only guefs at them. 
St. Paul. being wrapped up in the third heaven, 


law and heard things unutterable, himſelf ſeems 


not to be able to reveal what he ſaw there and 


heard, and therefore in a manner he paffeth it over 
in a ſilence, as a thing unlawful for him to ſpeak, 
or as ſome tranſlations have it, beyond man's ut- 
terance: For all the learned men in the world, 
are not able to give a lively deſcription of the joys 
of heaven, as in | themſelves they really are, for no 
mortal eye has ſeen them, or heart can conceive 
them. Then how can any tongue declare them 
in their full perfeQions. But by what I have already 
faid, it is ſufficient for our inſtruction and com- 
fort, for things that are not revealed, belong to 
God alone. If I ſhould fill your heads with my 
own devices and imaginations, as many do, I 
ſhou!d but delude you, therefore be not any of 
you defirous to know more than is fit and conve- 
nient; for when we have faid all we know, no 
man can fully expreſs the truth of theſe joys. But 
that which we do know, let it be inſtructive, and 
let us leave off to ſearch where God will give no 
underſtanding: Hidden they are and unknown, 

that we might the more earneſtly deſire them, for 
' known things he gives out of love: vet here is 
enough revealed unto us, to enflame our love, and 
zaiſe our defires to long and with for them, and 
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ſo conſequently to ſpur us on in uſing the means, 
whereby we may attain to them in his good time, 
who has provided thoſe joys fot all that love and 
fear him, walktng uprightly according to his word, 
and in a ready obedience to. his holy command- 
ments, the, conſideration of which might be'ſuf- 
ficient to confirm us that there be nor in any of 
us an unfaithiul heat, to depart from the living 
God: Beſide, who in his ſenſes would deprive 
himſelf of theſe joys, if there were no other, but 
ſuch as our own minds might imagine, or our 
ow heart coneeive. 

The profitable inſtructions thereof that hence 
may are, are: more than I can utter, yet give me 
leave to recite ſome for your ſatisfaction; for when 
it pleated God, I wrote this for your good, it was 
with comfort, and therefore I doubt not but that 

ou that hear it, will bear it alſo with comfort: 
for I myſelf who perhaps have ſearched more than 
any of you, am at a loſs to declare the wonderful 
working of the Lord. 

Firſt, Let us learn to grow out of love with the 
preſent world, and with the tranſitory pleaſures and 
profits of the ſame, which will ſtand us in no ſtead 
at the laſt day, ſo that we may prepare our journey 
to our long and wiſhed home, and ro thoſe houſes 
and heavenly habitations, whoſe leaſes ſhall never 
expire, to our heavenly Canaan, and to this new 
and moſt beautiful Jeruſalem. And though ne- 
ceſſity and the needs of nature require us to uſe - 
many things, yet let us be careful ſo to uſe them, 
as not to abuſe them, nor ourſelves in the uſe of 
them. Let us be modeſt in all our converſation, 
not toiling ourſelves to heap up riches, when we 
know not who ſhall gather them up after us; or 
if we did, it would nothing avail us in the hour of 
death, much leſs in the day of judgment But let 
us 
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us labour to fight the good fight, that ſo finiſhing 
our courſe, we may with joy lay down this mortal 
life, in exchange for that life which is immortal. 

{lowbeit, men ſor the moſt part are ſo be witehed 
with the pleaſures of this world, that no exhorta- 
tion will prevail to draw our minds from thence, 
which thing may be lively repreſented by a para- 
ble of a certain commonwealth, who were accuf- 
tomed to chooſe their king from - amongſt the 
poorelt ſort of people, and advance him to great 
honour for a time, and then to diſpoil him. of his 
felicity, and banith him naked into an Iſland of a 
far country where he lived in great miſery. Which 

another king looking into, took care to prevent; 
againſt it came to be his own turn, by ſending be- 
fore hand a great treaſure into that iſland, where- 
unto he was daily in danger to be ſent ; which 
when it happened, he went to that ifland with joy, 
becauſe his treaſure was there before him, and was 
received with great honour and reſpect, 

Now this oy. or commonwealth, is this preſent 
world, which advanceth poor men to authority; 
that is, ſuch as come naked into this world, and 
on a ſudden, when they look leaſt for it, pulls 
them down, and ſends them naked into the 
graves ; when bringing not treaſure with them, 
they can expect no favour, but eternal miſery. 

The wiſe ki ing who prevents this ca lamity, is 
every one who in this life, doth endeavour to lay 
up treaſure in heaven againſt the day of their 
death; at which time if their good deeds follow 
them, then ſhall they be happy men: But if they 
come without oil in their lamps, then there is no- 
thing for them to expect, but this terrible ſentence, 
Depart from me. { know you not.” 

'The ſum of money is not ſo much our good 
deeds, as the forgiveneſs of our manifold offices, 
an 
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and the amendment of our ſinful lives. That 
which we are fo greatly in love withal, the Apoſtle 
adviieth us againſt, Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world, 1 john ii. and he 
gives us this reaſon for it, b:cauſ+ the world paſſet5 
away : But he that doth the will of God abideth 
for ever. 

Thejovs of heaven, and the deſires of the world, 
are directly oppoſites; world y pleaſures hinder. us 
from mounting. up fo high, wherein we way be 
likened to the gratshopper, w ho liveth and dieth 
in the ſame ground, it hath wings, and hoppeth up 
a little, but preſently falleth down again to the 
ground; ſo many of us have good motions unto 
goodlineſs, but we return ſtrait to our old affections 
to this world, as though all our portion were only 
in this life, 

The fowls that feed groſly, never fly high, and 
they who feed their hearts with things below, can- 
not have their affections above. But as the ox is 
fatted in the paſture, and the bird ſingeth ſweetly, 
aud feedeth without fear, and ſuddenly the one is 
driven to the ſlaughter, and the other is taken in 
the ſnare; ſo they that be worldly minded, are 
lulled aſleep in ſecurity, until the time that death 
overtakes them, and endleſs deſtruction over- 
whelms them: But where is that man who can ſay 
with the Apoſtle, I deſire to be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chrift, which is beft of all : For they that ſay 
ſuch things, declare plainly that they ſees @ country, 
Heb. xi. 16. deſiring. a better country than is ta be 
found in this world; that is, a heavenly country, 
end.for them hath God prepared a city, Heb. xiii. 
14. for here we have no continuing city, no con- 
tinuing habitation, If we deſire then to attain this 
heavenly. place, we muſt forſake this carthly taber- 
nacle. Chriſt himſelf was not free from . | 

or 
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for he cryed out, 1; God, my God, why haft thor 
forſaken me, We muſt go firſt io AHoaunt Calvary, 
before we can come to Hunt Olivet. Our graves 
are but ſo many folds, which death brings us unto, 
and keep our bodies till the general day of the re- 
ſurrection ; for death is but a door of entrance to 
the crown of lory. Moe be to you, faith CEriſt, 
that now laugh, tor you {hall weep, aid therefore 
happy ſhail they be in another world, who in a 
good cauſe ſuffered wrongs, committing theme 
ſelves unto Gd. 

The time of heavenly joys is in ſcripture, com- 
pared to the harveſt, and what care doth every man 
take to provide the belt feed, that their harveſt 
might prove 00d ? I he Pfalmilt faith, They ſhall 
reap in joy, and whoſe goes on hig U ay weeping, and 
beareth good jeed, ſha: come and bring his ſheaves 
with him. "Therefore let me exhort you as the 
Apoſtle doth, Gal. vi. 7. Be not deceived, God is 
not micted; for' whatſoever a man ſoweth, that 
ſhall he alſo reap; tir he that ſaweth to the fleſh, 
Jhall of the fleſh reap cor ruption. But he that ſoweth 
to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſitrg 
So that you ſee that ſuch as our feed is, ſuch hall 
be our harveſt. . The date of this life is but thort, 
but the-remembrance of a life well led, will be a 
comfort to us for ever; and in the end of time, 
prove an endleſs harveſt, to ſupply us with a ble- 
ſed crop of joy and pleaſure, till gathering, till 
increaſing, never diminithing, but ſpringing-}to life 
and immortality. 

Be careful then in this, and abſtain from fleſhly 
luſts, bridle and keep them under, for they war 
againſt the ſpirit, The laſt thing in the aforeſaid 
chapter is, tlrat there ſhall enter into this heavenly 
Jeruſalem no unclean thing. And as the pro- 


pheſy of Zachariah, xiv. 21. In that day there 
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eek thaſe things which are above, 
fitteth at the right hand of Gd : Let) your Hecliens 
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be no more the Canaanite, in the hauſe of the 
Nov the Canaauites were a lewd 
and for the ſame were driven out of the 
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hol 
Lord of Hojts. 
people, 
land; and if they were not worthy todwell on earth, 
much lets thai! they be worthy to be received into 


heaven. Dearly beloved, faith the Apoſtle St, 
Peter, 1 Epiſt. ii. 11. 4% ain from fleſhly luis, 
bridle them, keep them under, for they war againſt 
the foul. Col. iii. 1; Zf then ye be riſen with Chri/t, 
here Chri/t 


on things above, and not on things on 2 ear. "It and 
mortiſy your 7 * rate affettions and evil concu- 
piſcence, Remember this peremtory 2000 
dre thing ſhall enter into the Hingdem of hea- 
ven, but Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they 
ſhall ſee Gad. Let us then cleanſe ourſelves from 
all fiithinefſs and defilements of the. Hein and ſpirit, 
and grow up into full holineſs in the fear of God, 
for they that thus do his will, hall enter into = 
New Jeruſalem, and ſhall have a\rightto the 1 re 
of Life. But without are dogs, and all e 
perſons, Rev. xxii. 44. And let us work out our 
ſalvation with fear and trembling, being defirous 
to receive a kingdom which cannot be ſhaken; let 
us pray for grace to ſerve God, that we may pleaſe 
him with reverence and 2odly fear. And leeing 
we have precious promiſes, 2 Ft. 1. 4. and that 
more ſure than the heaven and the earth, Let us 
cleanſe owrjetves from all bie of the fleſh ard 
pirit, þ rfecting holineſs in the fear of Gad; for 
1 they that thus do his will, ſhall enter throunh the 
ates into the city, nd their right ſhall be to the 
Tree of Life, ſo without are dogs ang all tnclean 
perſons : let not then this my laſt exhiortation be 
orgotten among you, Enter in at the ftrait gate 
orit-is th e wide gate and broad way that l:adeth 
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to deſtruction, and many there be that go in thereat; 1 
Becauſe Arait i is the gate, and narrow is the way ! 
that leadeth to lije, and few there be that find it. v 
Now | may add unto thoſe, one of the greateſt 2 
joys of all, and that is God's mercy, which is f. 
evident to us in this life, as well as the life to come, d 
for without that, no man can enter into that place r. 
where true 1o\s are to be found; for in the ſtrict- 2 
neſs of his juſtice, our fins would debar us of all th 
the happineſs we hope for in heaven, our firſt pa- 
rents being by God's juſt anger, and according to 
their deſert, caſt out of paradiſe, and an angel in 
ſet with a ſword drawn to keep the way, that no ye 
fleſh ſhould return thither, unleſs by God's mercy or 
we enter through the ſtrait gate. Which is called of 
the rich mercy of God, becauſe no treaſure is com- Y kn; 
parable to it, he being a God of long- ſuffering, pa- anc 
tience and forbearance: A God flow to anger, rep 
and of great loving kindneſs, not willing any ſhould Yup 
periſh, but that all ſhould be ſaved: And becauſe fort 
the tongue of man cannot ſpeak it, let angels pro- in 
claim it, as e read Luke ii. 14. Oury be to G © | 
in the hig heſt, and on earth peace, good will tlawardsipreſ 
men. hap; 
Let every man and woman then take care howſir pi 
they abuſe this mercy, which can only open the 
gates f heaven to them, left when they ſtand in 
need of it, his ſevere juſtice takes place to thei 
deſtruction. man 
And now I come, in the laſt place, to ſhow youſ 
the right way of dy ing well, which brings all th 
joy and happineſs I have been mentioning, as a re 
compende for our travel and labour in this world. 
Firſt, By the virtue of Chriſt's death, deat! 
ceaſeth to be any more a terror or affrightment tc 
vs, but appezrs as a friend, and opens the door tc 
let in che ſcul into a happy eternity, he being th 110 
Ke 
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key of our graves, hath opened the kingdom of 
y heaven to all behevers. For death is only terrible, 
when itis joined with-God's wrath and indignation 
ſt | againſt fnners, and we are not defended with the 
is If ſhield of faith, when he approacheih; for in 
e, dying we ſhould rejoice in the Lord, fince the cor- 
ce I ruption of our nature is thereby aboliſhed, and 
t- J our ſanctitication thereby accompliſhed ; conſider 
all then what happineſs it is to ſee the glory of God's 
a- 1 majeſty face to face, and to abide with God and 
| the holy angels for ever. Which being aſſured of 
vel in our conſciences, let death come when it will, 
no we ſhall reſt contented, whether we wake or ſleep, 
rey or whatever we do, let us bear in mind the noiſe 
led of the trumpet, Ariſe ye dead, and come to judgment, 
m- knowing that the power of death lies in our fins ; 
pa- and therefore to weaken the power of death, let us 
ger, repent of our fins, amend our lives, and relv wholly 
»uld i upon the mercies of God, that we may with com- 
auſe I fort ſay with St. Paul, I live no, but Chrift tveth 
pro- in me. 
Gi By death then you ſee, there is a removal of 
ardspreſent miſeries, and by it, all miſeries that may 
happen are prevented; for let Death ſeize us when 
how it pleaſe, we ſhall ſtill remain in the covenant, and 


1 theRat laſt be taken up into everlaſting life. But it is 
1d inFtoo late to begin to live well, when we mult of 


eceſlity die, and depart out of this life. Can any 
man think that God will be content, that we 
Should lay our old and rotten bodies upon his altar, 
i th when we have lived all our vouthful time in 
3 a Tefevelling and wantonneſs! What was the reaſon 
orld. that Chriſt loved his diſciple John better than any 
deatlÞof the others, but becauſe he came to him in his 
ent tFyouth. God will not be our ſtaff in our age, if 
oor (Fe do not ſerve him in our youth; Solomon the 
ing tviſeſt of all men, adviſeth us, to Remember our 
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Creator in the days of cur youth. We muſt not 

think to come into the world, as Cato did in the 

theatre, only to go out of it again; or to imagine 

that the world was made for man, as the ſea was 

for the leviathan, to take his pleaſure in; no, we 

muſt ſtrive to obſerve God's commandments, 

which will bring reſt to our ſouls. I hat man can 

never ſhoot well, who has not his eye upon the 
mark, neither can a man live well, that hath not 
his mind upon the day of his death, and we muſt 
remember that our bodies when they are in the 
earth, are but like ſeed that is ſown, for they ſhall 
riſe again. M hen the trumpet ſhall blow, it ſhall be 
b.th loud and ſbrill: No ear but ſhall hear the ſound, 
the dampneſs of the earth ſhall not hinder it, nor the 
depth of the grave excuſe us: No place though 
never ſo remote, ſhall hinder this ſound, for it 
ſhall be univerſal, and in every corner of the earth 
ſhall this trumpet be heard. The Lord calls to 
man by this Prophet Iſaiah, fayins, Earth, earth, 
earth, hear the word of the Lord, to put us in 
mind, we are but earth, But St. Paul ſaith, Our 
bodies ſhall be changed at the laſt day, even in the 
tzwinkling of an eye, and then we-{hall have a re- 
ſurrection. Fi, Of our bodies from the grave. 
And Secondly, Ef our ſouls from fin. Notwith- 
ſtanding the earth devoured ſome, as it did Corah, 
Dahan and Abiram, and yet they muſt come 
to judgment. It is a divine work, and is paſt our 
underſtanding; therefore let us rather admire 
God's infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, than be too 
curious to ſearch into them, For our corruption, 
ſhall put on incorruption, and our morial bodies, 
ſhall put on immortality, though we have lain a long 


time in the grave, mouldering and conſuming 
away. 
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We all know when we have ſet a root in the 
ground, it mult lie all the w'nter, and it is ſeem- 
ingly dead, but in the ſpring it revives by virtue of 
the ſun, and ſo will it be with us at the day of our 
reſurrection; therefore Jet us endeavour while we 
hve here on earth, that we be ſound as white as 
the ſnow in Salhion, and cloathed with the robes 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs. We are at beſt but like 
a painted wall, one winter's ſtorm quite defaces 
the beauty of it; ſo one blaſt of death carries us 
quite away to the grave and earth again; therefore 
laith the Prophet, The dul ball return to the earth 
as it was, and the ſpirit ſhall return to God that 
gave it, Eccl. xii. 7. 

Seeing then we muſt all die, and that death is 
only terrible to the wicked, it is our own fault to 
delay and put off our repentance, till it is too late; 
let us do as St. Paul did, who joyfully cried out, 
O death, where is thy fling? C grave, where is 
thy victory? Certainly the meditation of death 
makes it familiar to us, for otherwiſe the thouglits 
of death will fo affrighten and aftonith us, that our 
minds will be diſordered. 

'T hat man muſt die, common experience ſhews, 
ſcarce a night paſſes, but we meet one or other 
going to their long home, and the ſound of the bell 
daily informs us, ſome one or other is departed out 
of this life, which is ſo uncertain that it is often 
compared to things of momentary duration; as a 
ſpan long, a vapour, a ſhadow, the graſs that 
withereth, and a flower that fadeth. Death ſtealeth 
on us una wares, and our lying down at night, and 
rifing in the morning, is an emblem of death, and 


the reſurrection. Let us not then be like the rich 


fool in the goſpel, Who promiſed himſelf the en- 
joyment of great riches, and many years of hap- 
pineſs, whoſe ſoul was that very night required 
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of him, and death fatally diſappointed him of alt 
his expectations, Let every man and woman then 
be continually on the watch, ſa that when death 
comes, we may be ready to embrace it, knowing 
that we ſhall riſe again to the life immortal. 

Let us not then put off the thoughts of dying, 
as Felix did St. Paul, ſaying, [ w:// hear thee ano- 
ther time. The prodigal mult forſake his fins of 
wantonneſs, as Zaccheus did, who came down 
haſtily, and received Chriſt joyfully. We muſt 
not defer time, but muſt with Zaccheus make 
Chriſt Overſeer, who ſaid, Behold Lord, half of my 
goods I give to the poor, and if 1 have tons wrong 


to any, I will reflar? him. four fold. God doth | 
not reuard the extenſion, but the intention, not 
only the tongue, but the heart. 
ſword to the throat of fins, and cut them off as | 
Phineas pierced Zimri and Coſbi, through and | 


through, We muſt not have our belovod Delilah 


ſins, and ſay as Naaman did, The Lord be merciful | 
to me a ſinner, but pray with holy David, The Lord 
be merciful to me a ſinner, cleanſe my ſoul from ſecret | 
fins, from my ſins of omiſſion, and fins of com- 
miſſion, » hich if not repented of, we (hall be caſt | 


into hell for ever. What would Dives have given, 
that he might have been ſent to his five brethren : 
But Abraham told him, it could not be, F they 
would nit believe Moſes and the Prophets, neither 
would they believe, though one roſe ſrom the dead. 

It was Jeruſalem's fin, that they remembred nat 
their latter end, and our Saviour wept over it, 
becauſe they would not believ e, and conſider the 

things that belonged to its peace, Death comes 
ſwiftly, not on foot, but on horſeback, and on a 
pale horie: Delays in this caſe are dangerous, be- 
cauſe our time in this world is uncertain. Let us 
therefore remember our death, and leave fin, * 
* , nN 


We muſt put the | 
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4 
1 fin may not leave us in the grave; for if it does, 
* a ſevere judgment will take hold of us at the reſur- 
4 rection. 

A dying man muſt not o much fix his mind on 
k the pangs of death, as on that bleſſed eitate of 
* eternal life enjoyed after death, which will appear 


f Vit, In the examination of our hearts and wass. 
n Secondly, In the confeſſion of our fins. And 
| Thirdly, In begging pardon, ſo that we may be 
ce || reconciled to God in Jeſus Chriſt. 
ny We muſt look upon death in the glaſs of the 
nao | 2oſpel, as a ſweet fleep, and nat in the glaſs of 
th | the law, as a pit, full to deſtruction. For death 
ot | of irſelf is nothing, it is our. ill conſciences that 
he makes us afraid. TI he very ſighs, ſobs, and 
28 groans, of a repenting and believing heart, are ef- 
nd iectual prayers before God; ſuch as, Lord have 
lah Þ mercy on m, Chrilt have mercy on me, Lord have 
ful | mercy on me. Remember the laſt words of a dying 
ard | man mentioned in the holy f-ripture, O Lord Fg 
ret | Dave waited for thy ſalvation ; Father into thy 
m- || hands I commit my ſpirit, Lord Jeſus receive my 
caſt I ul. And then will our Saviour mee us, and (ay, 
ren, | Come ye bleſſed of my Father, receive the kingdom 
en: prepared or you, from the beginning of the world. 
they St. Paul ſaith, Na man liveth to himſelf, and 19 
her | man dieth to himſe f, for whetner we live, we live 
a unto the Lord, and whether we die, we die unto the 
nat [Lera; Whether we live or die, therefore, we are 
it, the Lord's. Which words teach us, that in the 
the Ipengs of death we ſhould refien ourſelves unto 
mes he Lord; a> David did, ſaying, Inte thy hands 
on a feommend my ſp: rit, knowing that God would re- 
be- keive him. 
tus Ine co fideration of wh ich ought to raiſe our 
that ouls inflamed with divine lo e, far above the! level 
fin pf this world, and give them the wind s of an caple, 
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that they may fly up to heaven in contemplation | 
of thoſe joys they ſigh for in this vale of tears, and | | 
by faith ſtedfaſtly to behold their Bleſſed Re- 
deeme;, fitting at the right hand of God, obtaining 
for us a crown of life and immortal glory. | 
Therefore I intreat you to conclude with this | 
following prayer, which i, the ſubſtance of what 
I have already written, That God Almighty may 
guide both aur hearts and minds, to pray for a pious 
diſſolution out of this life, whenſoever it ſhall happen. 
O that men would therefore praiſe the Lord, who | 
does ſuch wonderful things for the children of men, . 
which the tongues of men and angels are net able to I. 
expreſs, and are ever beyond our imaginations till di 
we come io enjoy them in full glory, through Feſus o 
Chriſt. Amen. | | bi 


NN 


A Godly Prayer to the effe of the foregoing Ser- b. 
mon, proper for any Man or Woman on their | th 
Death bed. 9 


Almighty and Everlaſting God, from whoſe ab 
0 face the heaven and the earth fled away, I /-/; 
lead me into the way that | muſt go, fo that | may 
in the end find my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who fit- | qui 
teth on the white throne, and be thought worthy |} do! 
to appear in the preſence of tne Bridegroom | am. | but 
weary of the wicked and ſinful world, and deſire and 
to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all. O Lord Fat 
Jeſus u ho knoweſt how Jong | have to live, and I eloy 
the hour of my death: My days are in thy hand, fror 
for thou haſt made my days but as a ſpan long, and for 
my age is nothing unto thee, therefore teach me 
fo to number my days, that | may appl my heart 
unto wiſdom Hut above all, deliver me from the 
body of death, which the ver: thoughts of makes 
my toul to tremble, and lift up my taoughts on 
| high, 
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high, ſo that I may ſing praiſes and thanks to thee 
in thy heavenly choir, with angels and ſaints. 

I defire to go from darknels to light, from pain 
to pleaſure, from the troubles of this life to eter- 
nal reſt, Come then, Lord jeſus, come quickly, 
and diſſolve me from this body, that now longerh 
to be with thee. A Intle beltn thy death, thou 


didſt pray thy Father, faying, Father, Theſe whont 


thou haſt given me, 1 will that th ey ſhall be where 
am, that they may be with me, and ſee my glory 
which thou haſt! given me; for thou haſt loved me 
before the foundation of the world ; 

Lord Jeſus, be preſent at my right hand, when J 


die, and let not the Devil have any advantage 
nor the wicked approach to hurt me, 
but fay to my poor ſou}, Soul be of good comfort, 


over me, 
thy fins are forgiven thee, This day thu ſha't be 


with me in paradiſe. 


my Judge and Advocate, and hear that comfort- 
able ſentence, Come thou bleſſed of iny Father, poſ- 


Jeſs the kingdom prepared for thee from the foundation 


of the world, O come then Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly trom thy kingdom of grace, to thy king- 
dom of glory; and not for any metits of mine, 


but for the ſake of him, who is the Son of thy love, 


and Lamb of thy boſom; to whom with the 


Father and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed. all honour, 


glory, power, might, majeſty, and thankſgiving 
from me, and all holy men and. women, now and. 
tor evermore. 


Therefore, O 


And at the reſurrection of 
the ſaints, O ſweet Jeſus, raiſe my bod» to life 
eternal, ſo that | may with joy appear before thee,, 
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Morning Prayer for a private Perſon, or 


Family. 


LORD JESUS, Judge of all men, whether 
alive or dead, fend thy Holy Spirit to in- 
ſtruct me, that | may daily live in expectation of 
thy coming in glory, and ever be mindful of the 
Jaſt day of my life; as the happieſt day of my re- 
demption, expecting thy coming as my Saviour, 
Advocate, Surety, and Biſhop of my foul. But 
what will that avail me, except thou, O my da- 
viour, keep and guide me, that | might avoid thoſe 
horrible vices, which in this finful and degenerate 
age, do reign amongſt the wicked and ungodly; 
ſuch is drunke naeſs, adultery and covetoulnels, 


— = > 
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being certain that no ſuch ſhall inherit tne king-. ce 
dom of God. And that | ſet not my affections m 
too much on things of this world, as riches, pro- th 
fits, and preferments, with the pleaſure of which | ho 
our hearts are often carried away, ſo that we ſel- an 
dom come to a ſerious contemplation of thin.s be- bo 
I ning to our peace and future happineſs: But JF my 
give me grace to ſeek after Chriſt, and him eruci- O 


fied, fo that with St Paul. ! may defire to be diſ- hat 
ſolved, and be with Chriſt ; in compariſon of | as 
which, | count all things but lofs for the excellency for 
of Chriſt Jeſus, my Lord. tro! 
Lead me, O good, O gracious, and merciful unt 
Lord and Saviour, and guide me, | befeech thee, I that 
in the way of all truth and righteouſneſs, and fo go- Þ wel! 
vern all my thou his, words, and actions this day, I due 
that | may not wilfully commit any thing that P. 
mi ht offend thy Divine Majeſty, and that all my Ideſir 
doinzs may be to thy glory, the good of thy Fphaz 
church, and the diſcharge of mv» duty in this land 
life; in order to which, deliver me from all temp- 


tations and afflitions of this finful world, and 
from 
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from all mine eneinies both public and private, 
and from all the temptations of the devil, the 
deadly enemy of mankind. But above all, enflame 
my heart and affections, with a fervent zeal of thy 
ſacred word, that I may embraze thy holy reli- 
gion, and know thy bleſſed will, and walk in thy 
ways; and to do which, ſtrengthen me with thy 
holy ſpirit, boldly and conſtantly to profeſs the 
honour and ſervice of thy great and holy name, 
teſt at any time through the frailty of the fleſh, or 
the corruptions of my own nature, or the temp- 
tations of the devil, I fall off from my duty to 
thee : O Lord, ſtrengthen my weak faith through 
Jeſus Chriſt, kindle it more and more in fervency 
and love towards thee, and in love and charity to- 
wards all men. Suffer me not, O Jeſus, to re- 
ceive thy grace any more in vain, but grant that it 
may prove as good ſeed fown in fertile ground, ſo 
that 1 may bring forth the fruits of repentence in 
holineſs of life and converſation, to thy honour 
and glory, and the future good of my ſoul and 
body, and therein give me a contented mind with 
my condition, and all other bleſſings, which thou, 
O Lord God, of thy abundant goodneſs in mercy 
haſt beſtowed on me, that I may uſe them ſoberly 
as becomes me, and be truly thankful to thee 
for them; therefore grant me patience in all my 
troubles and afflictions which may daily happen 
unto me. And above all, O dear Father, grant 
that | do not repine at thy fatherly correction, I 
well knowing that vengeance is thine, and that in 
due ſeaſon, thou wilt repay it. 

Keep, O Gocd Father, my wandering will and 
defires from all evil thoughts, my tongue from pro- 
phane curſing and ſwearing, evil ſpeaking, lving 
and flanderinz, and my body in te:nperance, ſober- 
neſs, and chaſtity, not coveting nor deſiring other 
mens 
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men's goods, but that I may learn and labour truly 
to get my own living. Let all my love, faith, 
hope, delight and confidence be only upon thee : 
And open my heart to have pity and compaſſion 
upon all the poor diſtreſſed members of Jeſus 
Chriſt, whether they be afflicted in body or mind. 
Give me the gift of chaſtity, that I poſſeſs my veſ- 
ſel, which is the temple of the H<!y Ghoſt, with 
ſanQification, and not in the Juſts of the fleſh as the 
wicked and fooliſh do, who know not God, nor 
Jeſus Chrift whom he has ſent; and grant that 
every day more and more, I may become ſorrow- 
ful for my ſins and tranſgreſſions that are paſt, and 
which | have ſo wilfully committed. Accept, O 
Lord, of theſe our petitions, as alſo of our praiſes 
and thankſgivings, for all thy mercies and benefits 
which thou in thy tender mercy haſt from time to 


time beſtowed upon me. Let thy mighty hand | 


and outſtretched arm, O Lord, he ſtill my de- 


fence, and thy mercy in Jeſus Chriſt be my ſal- 
vation, Thy Holy Word my inſtruction, and | 
thy Holy Spirit my comfort all my days, fo that | 
I may continually perform that which thou haſt | 


com:nanded me, and daily live in the fear of thy 
holy name, to the intent that I may die in thy fa- 
vour, and then riſe to life immortal with my Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to dwell with him in heaven for ever- 
more, which is the only happineſs I hope and pray 
for, not for any of my own merits, but for the 
merits and-inercy of Jeſus Chriſt, who came into 
the world to ſuffer death upon the croſs to ſave 
mankind, and who hath taught us thus to pray, 
Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 
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An Evening Prayer for a Private Perſon, or 
Familv. 
Moſt Great and Mighty Lord Gad, and mer— 
ciſul Father, Ia por wretched and undone 
ſinſ ul wretch, return wnto th-e praiſes an thanks, 
| for all thy goodneſs which thou hajl on pie from 
lime to time to beſtow upon me, begging of thee to 
hear my ſufplicatians, and to grant my r:que/ts in 
eat. all ſeem to thee convenient for me, thou knows 
; ing my neceſſities better than I that off ; 20 have 
> i been negligent of«every $004 Work, brit run headlong 
inte every thing that is evil, yet if thou pleaſe to 
waſh me with one drop of my Lord and Sumour's 
d Precious blood, it is I know for certainty, ſufficient 
J to make my fins, theugh as red as ſcarlet, io become 
es as white as ſnow. Oh ! Let not in own fins, nor the 
s LVs of my forefathers ever be numbered up againſt 
oe ne, but be thou my God, and let me be thy ſervant. 
nd | Forgin'e me, O goed Father, all the ſins that I have 
; 4 = f 
N ce from day ” day aguini thy divine majeſty, 
<Y and Y Her, me nt, ) Lord, to cffind thee any more, 
Pat neither /in nor Satan, nor any unruly paſſion 
that may any langer reign in my mortal body, for I con- 
haſt uh, ſame and confuſion e face, I bave here- 
ty ore done wickedly, and have broken all thy com- 
nandments, for which thou mighteſt in juſtice have 
Lord aft me into hell, But thou, O God, who art gra- 
ious and meraful, flow to anger, and of great 
: 2 rrndneſs, 1 hope will forgive me ali that is paſt, and 
19 
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our upon me the holy ſpirit of wiſdom, that it may be "4 

e ma lanthorn to.my feet, and a light to my fleps, In- q 

' [ave reaſe my faith, O heavenly Father, that [ do not 1 

Pray goerve from thy word at any time, but increaſe in Y 
ze hope and love, ſhew thy mercy upen me, and en- ; 


„bien the natural blindneſs and darkneſs of my 
An art, by thy h ly that 1 '/ 
„ Hy thy heavenly grace, that J may daily be 
| renewed 
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renewed by the ſame, and be pleaſed to purge the 
groſsneſs of my wnderflanding, which hath been 
choa fed with the cares and pleaſures of this world? 

fo that I may profitably read, hear, aud underſtand 
thy will, believe and practise the ſame in my life and 
converſation; ; all carnal deſires and luſis of the fleſh 
being mortified in me: But moſi chiefly I intreat 
thee, O Lord, to defend me ngain/t the temptations 
ana ſubtile deceit of the devil, who goes daily about | 
feeking whom he indy devour. And ſhould happen 
4 fall into fin, through the frailty a, my nature, 1 | 
beſeech thee to give me true repentence, that J word 
amend my life for the time ta come, and become truly 
religious, and increaſe in all holineſs and godlineſs 
of living, to the praiſe and glery of thy holy name. 
Finally, for as much as it has pleajed thee to make the 
night for man to reſt, and ordained for him the day 
to fellow his honeſt labour and vocation, grant, O 
heaventy Father, that I may ſo enjoy my reſt, that 
my ſoul may watch, like the wiſe virgin, with the 
ol of faith i in my heart, for the ſecond coming of my 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and that I may fully ſet my mind | : 

to love, fear, and to rift in thee: And then, O | 
Lord, awaken me, that I maybeholdthe day with | 
comfort, fo that when I have run the ſhort race of | 

this mortal life, thou mayeſt be pleaſed to ſummon me | 

to partake of a better in thy kingdom, where I H I 
for ever remain with thee in glory, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Saviour. In whoſe name I beg all theſe 
graces, in that ſhort but excellent form of preyersl 
which Chriſt himſelf hath taught us ſaying, 

Our Father, Which art in heaven, &c. 
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AS IT WAS PREACHED IN 
be 


my 


ind | TWO SERMONS 


() | 
ith | UPON 


Dal The Firſt Chapter of Canticles, Ver. 7, 8. 
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Incline your car, and come unte me; hear, and you Hal 
ttve, aud I will make an everlaſting covenant with 
you, even the ſure mercies of David, Iſaiah Iv. 3. 
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Printed in the Year 1795. 
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A CONTEMPLATION 


UPON 


DEATH. 


EATH knocks as boldly at the rich man's door, 
As at the meaneſt cottage of the poor: 


It ſpares not old nor young, nor high nor low, 


But all mult yield to its unerring blow. 


Both men and beaſts, fiſh, fowls, and trees that ſpring, 
Muſt yield to death ſent out by Chriſt our King. 
Nothing on earth's more certain unto men, 

Nor more uncertain how, or -where, or when. 


The ſand runs in the glaſs, fo runs our breath, 

And every moment life runs nearer death. 

Which if that men would once conſider well, 

Not knowing but the next might be their paſſing bell. 


They would repent before it is too late, 

And welcome death which finners tremble at. 
Whoſe trumpet warns us, and his warning paſt, 
Like verdent graſs, his ſcythe cuts down at laſt. 


Tho? death is terrible to fleſh and blood, 
Let it brings ſolid comfort to the good. 
Their miſeries and troubles out of date, 
And unto life eternal, death's a gate. 


To the ungodly, by the doom ſupernal, 

Death is the door unto the death eternal. 
Where they for ever ſhall be in fetters bound, 
And cry for mercy, which ſhall ne'er be found. 


So all that ſhall be, are, or ever was, 
To endleſs joy or pain, by death mult paſs. 
His coming's moſt unſure, but come he will, 


And when he comes, he never fails to kill. 


—— — 
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The SHEPHERD's TENT, &c. 
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CANTICLES I. 7, 8. 


7. Tell me (O thou whom my foul loveth) where 
thou feedeſt ;, where thou matrſt- thy flocł ti reſi 
at noon, for why ſhould I be @s one that turnets 


aſide by the flacks of thy companions, 


8. If thou knoweſt not, O thou faireſt among ſt 
women, go thy way forth by the footſieps of the 
Hoch, and feed thy kids beſide the ſhepherd's tent. 


EFORE I enter upon the text, I ſhall ſay 
ſomething concerning the order of placing 
this book, the title of it, and the matter therein 
contained, As for the order, in likenels, as there 
were three degrees in the material temple built Þ 
Solomon. The Vit, For the People, The 
Second, For the Frieſts and Levites, And the 
Third, The Sanctum Sanctorum, where none but 
the High Prieſt could enter, and- that but once a 
year. Even ſo in this Spiritual Temple, he hath 
erected three Courts; Fit, an outward Court, 
which is the book of Proverbs, eaſy to be under- 
ſtood by the People. Secondly, Eccleſiaſtes, which 
leads men no further in the way of godlineſs. And 
Thirdly, His excellent book of Canticles, wherein, 
none but thoſe that delight in heavenly myſteries, 
can ſee the affection of Chriſt. Jeſus towards his 
Church, and every member thereof ; as allo the 
Church's love towards him, and the benefit ſhe 
reapeth by him. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, As for the titles of that book, It is the 
Sang of Songs, the moſt divine piece of all Solo- 
mon's writings, wherein he C-cyphers out unto 
us the moſt perfect love of Jeſus U hriſt towards his 
ſpouſe the Church, who he makes in love with 
one another, which may ſerve as to tie book itſelf, 
and therefore I ſhal! proceed in the ni xt place to 
the conſidera: ion of the words of the tent. 


Tell me, O iber, whom my ſoul loveth. 
in the beginning of this chapter the Chureh 
ſpeaks to Chriſt, earneſtly defiring to embrace him, 
preferring him before all the pleaſures of this 
world: In the third w-r/e ſhe expreſſeth her un- 
worthineſs to embrace tim. And in the Jour 7h, 


ods Ko 


1888 —ů 22 
mad * 8 


ſhe confeſſeth her inability and want of power, aud 


defireth to be beautified with his graces, to become 


a meer ſpouſe for kim, whom her jon] loveth, | 


And in the %, the dw ns her imperfection, con- 
ſeſſing that though by nature ſhe is ſull of cor- 


ruptions and poliutions,- yet being wathed in 


Chriſt's bloed, foe is fair and comly, 
ſhe proceeds in the text, Fi, That Jeſus Chritt 


And then | 


would ſhew her where he feeds his flock with his | 
holy word, to the end that he ſhould ſced her as 


he fed his flocks in former time. 


And Secondly, 


where he covers them from the ſcorching heat of | 


perſecution. Ard Laſlly, ſhe gives the reaſon, 
Fer why ſhould I be as one that turneth aſide by the 
fiocks of thy companions. 

Fir, I he perſon to whom ſhe ſeeks for direc- 
tion in Chriſt Jeſus, the Saviour and Redeemer of 
his Church, hom fhe deſcribes O thou, whom my 
2 leveth, which love far exceeds all other love, 
and is the beſt in the world, By which we may 
ſee, with what affection every believer ought to 


love Jeſus Chriſt; namely with the preateſt af- 
fection 


28 —— — 
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IPfſelm lxxin, 25 


Or a Sold for Chrift's Sheep, 12 5 


fection of love, that the ſoul of man is capable of; 


with a love that enflames the heart with divine 
raptures; for if any thing in this world be belo- 
ved like unto him, all is in vain, he requires the 
whole heart when he ſays, Son, give me thy heart. 
And therefore all that will be his followers, muſt 
from the bottom of their heart ſay, O-thou, whom 
my ſoul laveth ; Nay, ſo earneſtly was the love of 
the Church towards. Chriſt, that {he crvs out, 
Stay me with flaggons, and comfort me with app les 
for 1 am fick of love, Cant. ii. 5. And St. Peter, 
whole love was fo great that he died for Chriſt, 
being interrogated whether he loved him or not; 
with concern anſ». ered, Da, Lord, thou knowe/? 
that I love thee. And Mary i in teſtimony of her 
love, walhed his feet with tears, and wiped them 
with the hairs of her head; which fo moved our 


J bleſſed Saviour, that he hath left upon record this 


teſtimony of her, that jhe loved much; for the Lord 
hath commanded us to love him with all our 
hearts, with all our fouls, and with all our might, 


Deut. vi. 5, He will not be ſatisfied to be Joved 


in part, but requires the whole man, we muſt ſay 


with holy David, ham have I in heaven but thee, 


and there is none upon earth that I deſire beſide thee, 

IWe cannot ferve God and. 
MAammon, we muſt not part our love to the world, 
and the luſts thereof, but Chriſt mult have it all. ; 


And the reafons are many, for 
Firſt, Je is our ſpouſe and huſband, whoſe 
ame is the Lord of Hoſts, Ifa. liv. 3. And the 
oly Ghoſt bids us be glad, and rgyoice, and give 
ry to him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
nd his wife has made herſelf ready, Rev. xix. 7. 
ow our ſervice and worſhip of God, is as it were 
marriage . our ſouls to Chriſt, when in our 


aptiſin we betroth ourſelves to him as a huſband, 
| FS 
4 


entering. 
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entering into covenant with him to keep only to 
him as long as we ſhall live. And as a man can- 
not endure that another ſhould have ſhare in his 
wife's love, ſo he is a jealous Grd, Exod. xx. 4. 
And though death may, and does ſeparate man 
and wife, yet if we love Chriſt, we ſhall never be 
ſeparated from him, but our ſouls ſhall be for ever 
cloſely united to him, and he will feed us here, and 
we ſhall reign with, him from everlaſting to ever- 
laſting. But if we ſhall be fo falſe to him, to re- 
nounce our baptiſmal vow, and give ourſelves up | 
to the ſinful luſts of the fleſh, and the deluſions I 
thereof, he will give us a bill of divorcement, and 
caſt us off, as ſhameleſs ſtrumpets to the miſeries i 
of the world, and eternal torments hereafter., 10 
c 
0 


pw . 
8 


Secondiy, We ſhould love Chriſt above all, be- 
cauſe he loved us fiſt, We loved him, becauſe be 
lived us firſt, 1 John iv. 19, for he loved us when a 
we were his enemies, and in love to us, he endured} n 
poverty, diſtreſs, ſcorn, abufes, ſtripes, and even} tc 
death - itſelf, whoſe bands he broke, ſo that he tt 
could not be holden of death in the grave, or pre- of 
vented to aſcend on high, to draw us after him tt: 
with the cords of his love, where he fits at the co. 
right hand of his Father continually intercedinsg} I 
for us, ſtopping the hand of his juſtice in mercy lov 
from executing juſtice on us tor our evil deeds an 
And as the Apoſtle Paul witneſſeth You hath h: 
quickened, who were dead in ſin, Eph. ii. 1. whic! 
he has ſufficiently manifeſted, In waſhing us fror 
eur fins in his own blood, Rev. i 5 Greater love 
than this, can no man ſhew, and ſhall not we lov: 
him again, Suppoſe a man were taken captive b er. 
the 7 urs, where he hay been a long time kept 1 do 
bondage, think ye that he would not be ver 4 
thankful to any man that ſhould redeem him fron 


his ſlavery. Much more we who are in bondag 
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by the ſubtility of Satan, ought to return thanks 
for our redemption from eternal torments, by God 
who is rich in mercy, or his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in fin, he 
auickened us together with Chriſt, by wheje grace we 
are ſaved, Eph. 1. 4. {Tereby, faith St. John, we 
perceive the lade of God, becauſe be laid down bis 
life for us. In whom aith the Apoſtle, we have 
redemption through his blood, Eph. i. 7. Which 
love being fo very extraordinary, one would think 
to every ingenious mind, ſhould conſtrain us to 
love him again. 

Thirdly, Becauſe Chriſt Jeſus 1s moſt excellent 
in hinmfelf, and above all things to be deſired, as the 
Church ſaith, Ay Belavea rs white and ruddy, the 
chiefeft among ten thonſand, and fairer than the 
children of men. In the world we obſerve ſome 
are beloved, becauſe they are beautiful, rich, and 
nourable, which prevails very much in this world 
to draw men into their eſteem ; but all this is no- 
thing in reſpect of Chriſt, who is the ſtore- houſe 
of all mercies, the Lord of heaven and earth, and 
the Son of God ſhining in grace and truth, I poſe 
countenance, as St, John tells us, outſhone the 
brightneſs of the ſun, In ſhort, he is in ali things 
love]: and deſireable, as the lou] of man can delire, 
and therefore above all ſhould he be beloved, who 
is worthy to receive glory, and honour, and power, 
and praiſe, and dominion both new and tor ever- 
more 

What then can we prefer to him that is worthy 
of our love and vet here man for a little earthly 
Croſs reject him, makin. riches their God, and 
doting upon the things of this world; as the Ga- 
darens, who preferred their hogs before the pre- 
ſence of our Saviour; or like Judas, who old him 
for ſo ſmall a ſum as 1thi-ty pence ; and love their 
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pleaſures as Dives did, more than their own ſouls ; 
or like the Bethlemites, let him lie in the ſtable 
amongſt beaſt, rather than afford him one corner 
in their hearts: Nay, we even lee thoſe that own 
him, break covenant with him, and follow their 
own luſts, which takes off their love to ſpiritual 
things ; they outwardly pretend indeed to love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but in their works they not 
only deny him, but ſy, & will not have this man 
to rule over them, Conſider then, how would 
any man be content, that his wife ſhould ſay the 
loves him, and at the ſame time ſetting her heart 
upon another man? Much more, how can we 
imagine God will take it at our hands, and at the 
ſame time, we are dallying with his enemies, the 
world, the luſts therecf. Certainly he will with— 
draw the light of his amiable countenance from 
ſuch, and ceaſe to thine with his grace in their 
hearts, leaving them to ſtumble on. dark moun- 
tains, and loſe their way to the heavenly Canaan, 
for robbing him of that reſpect which is due to 
him, and giving his honour to fin and Satan. 
How then ſhall ſuch as reject his love be able to 


look him in the face, when he ſhall come in flames 
of fire, accompanied with ten thouſand of his 


faints and angels, to convince all gainſayers, and 
render ven eance on ungodly ſinners. 

St. Paul's love was lo fervent, That he a:counted 
all things hut droſs and dung, in compariſon of the 
the love. of Chriſt. It is impoſlible for a man to be 
religious, that hath no delight in the Word of 
God, which moſt men have no delight in now 
a das s, and therefore no love in Chriſt. David 
made the teſtimonies of God his heritage, and 
efteemed them above gold, yea, above fine gold. 


Secondly, 


, 20s + 


= — ———— — * 
— — g — 


— 1 * — 9 
—— — 


to 
nes 
his 
and 


ited 
the 
o be 
1 of 
now 
avid 
and 
Id. 


on dy 


Or a Fold for ChriſPs Sheep. 129 


Secondly, If we love God with all our hearts, 
we ſhall love his Mioiſters, and al! thoſe that he 
loves, as St. John ſaith, Hereby we know that we 


4 97 d from death unto life, becauſ: we love the 


brethren, 1 John iii. 14. And holy David declares 
publickly, 299 delight is in thy ſaints. It is our 
duty to love all, but we mult love the ſaints with 
a peculiar and ſpecial love, as members of the fame 
body with us; for thoſe that do otherwiie, are not 
in Chriſt, but in the love of the » orid, and the 
love of Chriſt is not in them, for the world loves 
her own. Put becauſe ye are not of the world, but 
I have choſen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you, John xv. 19. 

Thirdly, It we love our Saviour, we mult be 
obcdient to his laws; for he ſaith, If ze love me, 
Feed my commandments, John xiv. 15. Little obe- 
dicnce, Icls Jovez and hearty obedience, hearty 
love. And if we love our daviour as we ought, 
ve cannot endure to have him blaſphemed, his 
ward deſpiſed, or bis ſabbath prophaned, but it 
Will grieve us to the hezrt, and we will upen all 
occaſions defend his cauſe to the utmeſt of our 
power, as a dutiful child will that of his father, or 
a ſaitlitul ſervant the credit of his maſter. And 
furthermore, it will make us be content to endure 
trial and perfecution for his ſake, even the Joſs of 
life and limbs, and ali things elle for his fake, be- 
cauſe he fo loved us, that he laid down Eis life for 
us, which may ſuffice for the love of the Church 
to Chriſt. It remains now, that I ſpeak of a 

Church's petition to her beloved Spoulz, 


Tel! 
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Tell me, O thou, whom my foul loveth where thou 


ſeecdeſt, Sc. 

In this place, as in many others the Church 
compares Chrift to be a faithful thepherd, in imi- 
tation of the Prophet Ifaiah, who ſaith, He will 
gather together his lamis, Ila. xl. 11. and of 
Ezekiel, B-hold 1 witl require my flock of the ſbep- 
berd :" and I myjelf will feed my ſheep, and cauſe 
them to reſi in quiet, Ezek. xxxiv. 10 Which is 
acknowledged of the Prophet David, The Lord is 
my ſhepherd, I ſholl not want, Pſalm xxiii. 1. Yea, 
Chriſt calls himſelf ſo, when he ſays, I am the 
good Shepherd, and knmu my ſheep, and am rnown | 
of mine, John x. 14. f. 
To this Shepherd, the Church put up her hum- v 
ble petition in the moſt devout manner, that he t! 
would be pleaſed to tell her. where he feeds his IF fil 
flocks, with the preaching. of the Word, and the at 
ule of the Sacraments, that ſhe may join with them i ſe 
to receive the benefit of the holy Sacrament, and F M 
be comforted ; for tho! the Church of Chriſt is th 
but one, yet it has many parts, as the holy Spirit foi 
diſtinguiſheth it, writing to the ſeven Churches in 4a 
Alia. And as chere, ſo here, one part may be the 
under. perſecution, and the other in proſperity ; but ¶ ee. 
in the text, the Church defires to know here in t 
Chriſt feeds his ſheep according to his Word, that Lo 
ſne may join with in the ſervice of God. neſ 
By this petition, we find, it is a true fign of a i 
ſheep belonging to Chriſt's fold, when he hungers 
and thirſts afier the Word: of God, faithfully 
preached, and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered, 
which our Saviour himſelf obſerves to be the mar« 
of his ſheep, John x. 27. A; ſheep hear my voice 
and I hear them: But the waice of a ſtranger wii 
they nat hear. David was very earneſt in feekin: 
for Gad, when. he faith, O hto amiable are thfner 
tabernacles 


e 
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tabernacles? How does my ſoul long after thy altar? 

O-when ſhall I come, and appear before the Lord in 
Fin ? Even ſo ſhould every Chriſtian hunger 
and thirſt after Chriſt in the the {pirit, as the body 
nungers and thirſts after nouriſhment, to refreſh 
it, for the holy Scriptures are the nouriſhment of 
the ſoul, and thoſe that hunger not after it, but 
after the things of this world, ſtarve and pine their 


; ſouls to death, even the ſecond death, which is 
the moſt terrible of all. And this is the miſerable 
„ i caſe of too many, who ſtrive to pamper their bo- 
2 dies, but never mind to refreſh their fouls with 
nz ppiritual food; yea ſeeing there are but few, very 

few that defire the word of God, or can diſcern 
1- 3 what a miſerable condition they are in, but expoſe 


he themſelves to temptations, which lead them inſen- 
1is  fibly into fin before they know what they are 
he about, never ſo much as refledting upon them- 
em ſelves to ſay, Alas, What have I done? Jer. viii. 6. 
nd Much leſs having a defire for the ſincere milk of 
t is the Word, or longing for it, as the infant does 
irit for the mother's breaſt, or panteth after it, as the 
in Hart does after the water brook, Plalm «lis. or as 
de the Church does in the text, Tell me where thou 
but Feedeſt thy flock, We ſhould do as the earth doth 
here in time of drought, open our mouths until the 
that Lord fends rain. The beggar never begs fo ear- | 
neſtly, till he feels his own want, and then he will 1 
neither ſpare time, labour, or words ; ; fo till we ſee 
our own wants, we never ſeek for the ſpiritual | 
food of our ſouls : But they are bleſſed, who hun- | 
ger and thir/t after righteouſneſs, Matt. v. 6. 

I hoſe that fancy themſelves happy, becauſe they 
feel no want, are moſt likely to fall into it, becauſe | 
their imagined plenty makes them neoligent to re- 
cruit their wanting ftores ; fo even it is with a ſin- 1 
Inner, whole fins have ſo far blinded him, that he is 5 


not 
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not capable of ſeeing the want of grace and mercy, 


5 | 

he ſtands in need of, to comfort his ſoul in the 
great and terrible day of the Lord; who for refu- | 
ling the love of Chriſt, will meet with his juſt t 
anger, hearing him fay, I know ye not, depart from t 


me all ye workers of miquity; for he that denies 
him before men, he will deny before his father 
which 1s in heaven. d 
Now the reaſon why we do not hunger nor | 
thirſt after the Word of God, is, becauſe we do 
not connder it is the Bread and water of Life, and of 
without it we can never enjoy the variety of all th 
thoſe good things, which are treaſured up in the IF an 
Word, to make us truly happy; for as al! good fre 
things which we have, and enjoy in this preſent IF /e 
life, are appendances to the Word of God, by i to 
which Word, and the Lord's Prayer they are ſanc- ve 
tified to us. And no otherwiſe can it be obtained, the 
but by thirſting after it, as the Bleſſed Virgin ex- chi 
preſſeth it in her ſong, He filleth the hungery with lov, 
good things, and the rich he hath ſent empty away, and 
Luke i. 53. By the rich here, are meant thoſe ¶goo 
that think they want nothing, when indeed they x. 2 
want every thing, wanting the comfortable appli- F ſou] 
cation of God's Word to their ſouls; for want fold 
of which, the ſoul pines away, whilſt thoſe thatYneve 
hunger after it, have their ſouls ſatisfied with all Fipen 
good things in this life, and lay up a ſtore of end- a fie 
leſs bleſſings in the life to come: Which may ſerveſ the 
to comfort the diſtreſſed children of God, whichFrvi 
labour and travel to hear the Word preached, 
though they meet with mocking and ſcoffing for 
it, by unbelievers. Beſide, if we ſhould not ea- 
gerly ſeek after the Word of God, we ſhould never 
know how much we are beholden unto the Lofd, 
for the manifold bleſſings we receive: For as So- 


lomon faith, The full ſoul laat heth the haney-comb, 
bu 


ns „ 


5 


d 
nt 


children of God, or limbs of the devil. 
love the Word of God, and deſireſt to be taught, 
and to know where Chriſt doth feed his ſheep with 
good paſture, and doth delight in his Word, John 
X. 27. then thou mayeſt miniſter comfort unto thy 
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but unto the hungry ſoul every bitter thing is ſweet, 
Prov. xxvii. 7. So that when we ſhall come to a 
ſenſe of our ſpiritual poverty, it ſhould, one would 
think, make us highly prize it, as the only thing 
that can ſupply our wants, and make us rich in 
the abundance of all good things held forth to us, 
in hearing the Word preached, and reading and 
digeſting it to our comforts, 

Now ſeeing this longing after the Word that 
Chriſt hath left us, is an infallible mark that we are 


of his fold, and that he is our ſhepherd, we ought 


therefore to enquire where Chr:/? doth feed his ſheep, 
and to gain ſuch a mark, as may diſtinguiſh us 
from the goats, who tread down the paſture of the 
ſbeep, Ezek. xxxiv. 18, Who can be contentas well 
to want the Word of God, as to have it ? By which 
we may jud:e of our own eſtates, whether we be 
the true ſheep of Chriſt, or the goats of Satan, the 


If thou 


ſoul, if thou art one of thoſe that belong unto his 


fold; but if thou loath the Word of God, and 
never deſireſt to put thy foot in God's houſe, but 
ſpendeſt the Sabbath in gaming and drinkin:, it is 
Ja ſign thou art none of Chriſt's ſheep, but one of 


the ſtinking goats of Satan, and thou ſhalt be di- 
vided in the Jaſt day from the ſheep, whom he 
hall ſet on the right hand, and the goats on the 
left. Which ſerves to reprove three ſorts of men. 

Firſt, Jhe Atheiſt, who thinks it % labour to 
erve the Lord, and that there is no good got by 
tearing ſermons, or leading a godly life; but let 
uch take warning in time, if they expect to have 
ny comfort in the hour of death. 


M e 


f 
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Secondly, The Papiſts, who keep poor men in 
ignorance, and all thoſe who hinder Chriſt's ſheep 
to be taught, who otherwiſe would enquire, There 
Chrijt feedeſt his ſheep. Theſe men are like the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who ſhut up the kingdom of 
heaven, that will not enter themſelves, nor ſuffer 
thee that would, Whereas the ſcripture doth re- 
quire of all men, to try the ſpirits, whether they 
be of God, 2 John iv. 1. Otherwiſe, if they fol- 
low their falſe teachers, they are ſure to periſh, for 
if the blind lead the blind, they bath fall into the 
ditch, Matt. xv. 14. 

Thirdly, All covetous perſons, who - enquire 


where they may get a good purchaſe, and never 


enquite where Chriſt feeds his ſheep ; who are cer- | 
tainly none of Chriſt's ſheep, for if they were, 
they would hear bis voice and follow him, John x. 


27. butlet ſuch be warned in time, if they expect 4 


any comfort in death, and at the day of judgment, 
that they now labour to be found ſheep of the fold 


of Chriſt's, and not to follow vain notions. 


It is the duty of the true Church of God, to 
acknowledge Chriſt Jeſus alone for their ſhepherd, } 
the only head and chief Biſhop of his Church, 7} 
am the true ſhephird, and know my ſheep, and am 
known of mine, John x. 14. which is acknowledg- 
ed by Peter, in behalf of the diſciples, who faith, | 
Maſter, to whom ſball we go © Thou haſt the Words 


of eternal life. And Chriſt hath promiſed to be pre- 
ſent with his Church, even to the end of the world, 
Matt. xxviii. 20. 

And the reaſon why they ſhould be thus marked, 
is, becauſe the great work of ſalvation is wholly 
and entirely wrought by him, as the Apoſtle wit- 
neſſeth, That among ſt men there is no other name 
given under heaven, in whom and by whom we can 


be ſaved, but only the name of Feſus Chriſt. And 
| n 


I 
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in another place, St. Paul faith, Nhereſßbre 
he is able alſo to ſave them to the nttermeſt, that 
come unte God by him, Which is a plain argument 
againſt the Church of Rome, who will not own 
Chriſt to be their great Paſtor, and genera! Shep- 
herd, but ſet up the Pope as V icar, and prefer hw 
beſore the Lord that redeemed them, and will not 
allow the people the uſe of the Scriptures, bur 
give them inventions and traditons of men, be- 
cauſe They will not hear his voice and follow him, 
John x. 27. and be content with the food he hath 
prepared for them, but feed upon filthy puddles of 
men's inventions. 

By this we ought to learn to teach nothing but 
the truth of God according to his revealed Word, 
not any dreams or imaginations of our own to 
pleaſe the people's ears, but deftroy their fouls. 
And you that are hearers, muſt content your- 
felves with the plain and pure preaching of the 
Word of God, and not to be carried away with 
vain imayinations, that tickle the ear, and cannot 
work grace in the heart. As the wicked doctrines 
in the Church of Rome, which poiſon men's 
fouls, rather than edify them ; which may ſuffice 
for the . Church's firſt requeſt, I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to the ſecond, 


And where thou makeſt thy flock toreſt at noon, 

This paſſage in the text alludes to a cuſtom in 
thoſe hot countries, to drive their ſheep to paſtures 
in the morning, and when the fun waxeth hot, at 
noon, to drive them to cool ſhades for refreſn- 
ment. 

So here the Church intreats him to tell her 
where he feeds his ſheep, that is, where his faith- 
ful people find protection, in the heat of perſecu- 
tion, which is meant here by noon day, when the 
M 2 ſug 
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ſun is moſt hot, as our Saviour ſays of evil hearere, 
And when the ſun was up, they were ſcorched, 


| 
and for want of root, they withered away. 
From whence we may obſerve, Firſt, that the IM | 
Church of God ſometimes is in the very heat of 
perſecution, and that it is Chriſt's will that his Þ# | 
people ſhould be tried. Ace ording to the rule of 1 c 
St. Paul, J//hoſoever will ve godly in Chriſt Feſus, MW , 
mnuft ſuff; 'r perſecution, 2 J im. ii 12. And David 7 
tells us, Many are the troubles of the r:ghteous, but 2 
the Lord delivers them out of ail, Plalm Iv. 19. N 
This was the condition of the Iſraelites in 11 
Egypt, Exod. i. 42. and of the Church of the tt 
Hebrews, They were /toned, they were hewn aſun- re 
der, they were buried, they were ſlain with the tr. 
ſword, wandering up and dawn in bear ins, and i of 


in goat fins, being deſtitute, ajjlifted, tormented. 12 
And our Saviour foretelis, That they hall excom- M {he 
municate you; yea, the time ſhall come, that who- | 
forever killeth you, will think that he doth God jer- Ic 
vice: And he gives this reaſon for it, Becauſe they me 
have nat known the Father nor me : So that if we Ap 
expect to hve and reign with Chriſt in his Church 707 
Triumphant, we muſt patiently ſuffer in the Hi. 
Church Militant on earth. 

Second;y, That Chriſt never forſakes his flock ; 
but in the heat of noon-day, even in the mic{t of 
perſecution, he gives them comfort and retreth- 
ment. St. Paul faith, It is neceſſary that aictions 
ſhould come, that the ele may be manifejted whg 
they J. And therefore God would have Abra- 
ham tempted to try his faith, Job to prove his | 

atience, David his piety, and Paul his courage, 
who all for a time endured the ſhame and re- 
proach of the croſs, vet afterwards the Lord re- 
turned to them, when the time of refreſhing came. 


Sothat altho' God's children may be under the 
heat 
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heat of perſecution for a time, it ſhall be but for 
a time; he will not leave them deſtitute of help 
for ever, but will in the end deliver them. And 
the reaſons are manifeſt, 

Firſt, If we conſider God as a Father, he will 
i take care of us; for what father will not fave his 
child, Ad if we that are evil know how to heip 
our children, how much more fhail our heaventy 
# Father thut knoweth all things, give good things 
t Wo wunto his children. 

N Secondly, Chriſt is called a ſhepherd, and will 
n the ſhepherd ſee the ſheep go aſtray, and not bring 
e them home, or let the wolf devour them, and not 
| reſcue them; and can we imagine that Chriſt the 
de true ſhepherd of his church, will be more careleſs 
14 F of his flock, which he purchaſed at fo dear a prics 
4. as his own precious blood, than a man is of his 
:- i} ſheep. 
- Thirdly, Our weakneſs is not hid from the 
r- Lord, he knoweth whereof we are made, he re- 
| members we are but duſt; and therefore ſaith the 
Apoſtle, God is faithful, that he will not ſuffer us 
to be tempted above that which we are able; but 
ill even with the iemptation, make a way to eſcape, 
that ye may be able io bear it, 1 Cor. x. 13. And 
the reaſon why he ſuffers us to be afflicted thus, 
1s to humble us, leſt by over much proſperity, hike 
Jeſhurun, we ſhould crow fat and kick, and that 
being afflicted, they ſhould lift up their eyes to the 
hills, ſrom whence cometh their deliverance, and 
Inot be puffed up with pride, and rely on their own 
ſtrength, as the Papiſts do, which cannot avail 
them in time of need. 

Us 1. This direts us to whom we ſhould go 
in time of trouble, for if God be our Father, he 
Mc. will take care of his children; if Chriſt be our 
r the Whepherd, he is the preſerver of his Jock ; Shall we 
heat M 3 be 
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be ſo fooliſh then as the Papiſts, and ſeek for help 
from ſaints and angels; Doubtleſs, Abraham is ig- 
nerant of us, and Ijrael knoweth us not, Iſa. Ixiii. 16, 

Usk 2. Here is endleſs comfort unto all the 
children of God, who hath promiſed, and cer- 
tainly will provide a place of comfort, a ſhade at 
noon-day, in the heat of perſecution. In the midſt 
of which, we may ſay with holy David, Thy ort 
theu caft drwn (O my ſoul) and why art thou ſo diſ- 
quicted within me hope then in God, fer I ſhall yet 
praiſe him for the help of his c: untenance, 

USE 3. This ſhews the woeful condition of all 
wicked and ungodly men, who ſhall hide their 


heads, and find no place of ſhelter or refuge in the | 


time of periecution. 


Thereaſon the Church vſeth to move the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to grant her requeſt, is taken from 


the great danger ſhe was likely to fall into, leſt be- 
ing conſtrained 7o turn aſide to the f/ock of thy com- 


panions ; that is, to leave the true Church and 
worſhip of God, and join with the falſe Church, | 


the flock of thy companions, 


From hence we may Jearn, that it is impoſſible | 


for men and women to ſtand the brunt of perſecu- 


tion, unleſs they be taught of God, and comforted | 


by his Holy Spirit, which made David earneſtly 


crave, That the Lord would open his eyes, that he 


might ſee the wondrous things of God's law, and 
make him to underſtand the way of his precepts. 
And Paul prayed for the Epheſians, That Ged 
would give them the ſpirit of wiſdom, and enlighten 
their minds, that they may know what is the hape of 
their calling, and what the riches are of his glorious 
inheritance, 
And the reaſons are, 
Firſt, We are by nature blind, and can ſee no- 
thing, unleſs God direct us by his ſpirit z as So- 
lomen 
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Jomon ſaith, Prov. xiv. 12. The ways that ſeem 
right unto us, the iſſues thereof are the ways «of 
death, 

Secondly, Unleſs the Lord do aſſiſt us, we ſhall 


not be able to undergo the leaſt temptation that 


5 ſhall befal us. 0 

t | And La/lly, The enemies of truth, are in their 

tf generation wiſer than the children of light. 

- | USE I, This ſhews that if perſecution do ari'e 

e WM for the truth of the Goſpel, it is to be feared moſt 
men would yield t the flach of bis companions, 

m either to deny God or to worſhip him in idolatry, 

ir as the Papiſts do. 

he Us E 2. This ſhould ſtir us up to pray to Chriſt, 


to open our eyes that we may ſee the truth, and to 
rd live and die in it, and to try the ſpirits whether they 
m i be of G; fo that we may diſcern truth from 
be- falſhood. : | 

n- UsgE 3. This condemns all who for fear of per- 
and fecution,. turn, as doth the wind, and join with 


ch, l Papiſts, Jews, Turks, or with the Devil himſelf 


for advantage. 
ble Canticles 8, 
ecu- We have already heard the earneſt requeſt of the 
rted MW Church, that Chriſt would in mercy ſhew her 
eſtlv where he feeds His fact, and where he refretheth 
at he them in time of trouble. In which we may ob- 
and Wlerve three things, 
2 * Firft, His love and kindneſs, in that he calls 
God Hier, The faireſt among women. 
ghten Secondly, His reproof, If thou kn not. 
e of W Z7hirdly, His direction, Ge thy way forth by the 
orious otſteps of the flock ; that is, by the direction and 
ule of the Word of God, which leads to all truth, 
ven in the ſteps of the Patriarchs, Prophets, and 
poſtles; and in doing of this, he adds ornaments 
f beauty to her, calls her the ree of the ficld, the — 


ee no- 
as So- 
lomen 


{ 
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of the valley, the faireſt amongſt wemen, an orchard 
of pomgranates, a well of ſpringing waters, the ſpouſe 
and ſiſter of Chrijt, the beauty of the earth, the 
glory of the world, a lilly among thorns, &c, 

By which expreſſions we ſee how dear and pre- 
cious the Church is in the ſight of Chriſt her be- 
loved ſpouſe, and how gracious and merciful he is | 
to paſs over her blemiſhes, and call her the farre/# 
among wemen, though a little before ſhe confeſſeth 


herſelf to be black and deformed, yet now ſhe is t 
comely as the lilly, or unſullied roſe. 11 

The uſe is this, Doſt thou repent of thy fins, n 
and art truly humbled for them? Then comfort 4 
thyſelf, that Jeſus Chriſt will blot them all out; ſo # w 
that thou ſhalt appear fair and beautiful in his IF ”« 


ſight. Be not diſcouraged, if thou believeſt in 
Chriſt, and hate thy fias, he will cover them all 
as he did David's, 

Let us learn by Chriſt's example, if we ſee any 
good thing in our fellow creature to commend it; . 
and if any infirmity to cover it with the cloak of | 
love, and not as the wicked do, if they ſpy one 
blemiſh, to blaze it abroad, and paſs by a thou- | 
ſand good actions of their lives: Which may ſuf- 
fice for the firſt part, wherein Chriſt calls his 
Church, the Faireſt among wemen. 

Secondly, His gentle reproof, If thou know not, 
I will direct and ſhew thee how to find it out. By 
which we might obſerve, that a true believer may 
ſometimes be ſo blind, that he doth not know 
where Chriſt doth feed his flock; let us therefore do 
as the men of Berea did, intreat the Lord to give 
us the ſpirit of diſcerning, that we may try all things, 
and hold the truth. 

Go thy way forth by the ſootſteps 2 that 
is, thou muſt walk in the ſteps of the faithful ſer- 
vants of the Lord, and embrace the true faith, as 

| Abraham, 
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Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob did, and believe in 
the doctrine, which the Prophets and Apoſtles 
have taught and delivered, in the Old and New- 
Teſtament, and then thou ſhalt know where | feed 
my ſheep, that thou mayeſt feed with them. 

If any man deſires to know where Chrift feeds 
his ſheep, it is where God is truly worſhipped, and 
we walk by faith with God as Enoch did, and the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, whom we may conclude 
to be the true ſheep of the fold, whom Chriſt in 
this world doth preſerve, and will preſerve for ever- 
more. For thus ſaith the Lord, Staud in the way, 
and behold, aſt for the od way, which is the good 
way, and waik therein, and you fhall find peace and 
ret fer yeur ſouls. 

Let us then ſtand out againſt the Antichriſt of 
11 | Rome, and as Chriſt ſaith, come out of her, join 
not with her in her falſe religion, and idolatrous 
E ſervice of God, Jeſt we partake of her judgments: 
Aut let us hold faſt the true religion of God, Tread 
iin the ſteps of the Heep, fed by the tents of the 
Shepherd, Let us live and die in the true Church 
Jof God, and for ever hold faſt the true ancient, 


21 and holy religion, Which we have received from 
his! the holy F'atriarchs, the Prophets, and all the holy 
poſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, and then we ſhall be ſafe 
By nd ſure, yea, bleſſed and happy for evermore. 
3Y 
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a Nee eee N 
A Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Lord, teach us to pray, the: ve may coll upon thy name, 
prepare our bears to fret thee; and open thou thy cars 
to bear us. | p 


Eternal and Everladine Lord God, by whoſe gracions 
providence We are prieferved, for which we defire to 
humble both ſouls and bodies before thee: Acknowledging our 


unworthineſs to appear before thee, ho are hut vileearth and MF |} 
miſerable worms, the very thoughts and imaginations of our FF, 
hearts being evil, yet, 0 Lord, thou haſt commanded us to 1 


call upon thee, and haſt promiſed to grant our requeſts, which 
are put vp to thee, in faith, which gives us confidence to call 
vpon thee, knowing that thou wilt at all times make good 
thy promiſes to us, 

We offer unto thre, this morning ſacrifice of prayer and 
thankſgiving, humbly confeffing our manifold fins and tranſ- 
greſſions acinſt thy divine Majeſty ; for which we have juſtly 
deferved thy wrath and indignation, both in this life and the 
life to come, T% 

O God, we come not before thee in our own unworthineſs, | 
but in the worthineſs of thy Son Jeſus Chiift, humbly be-“ 
ſeeching thee for his ſake, to forgive all our offences, both in 
thought, word and deed, And grant, O God, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of thy holy ſpirit, that we may ſerve thee in righteoul- 
neſs and true holineſs all the days of our hves, | 

Begin not, O Lord, repentence in us only, but of thy great] 
mercy perfect the ſame, and increaſe us in the ſaving know. 
ledge of thee, and of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, and frame our weak 
hearts more and more to the obedience of thy will, and teach 
us to refign our affections to thy will, in time of affliction, ai 
in time of profperity. 

Comfort, O Lord, our ſorrowſul hearts and dejected ſouls 
who daily do thoſe things which we would not, and leave un 
done thoſe which thou commandeſt, and give us ability tq 
withſtand the temptations of the devil, the world, and th. 
ſinful luſts of th: fleſh, ſo that we may honour thee in all ov! 
actions, and extol thy name while we live here, and at lai 
behold thy face in glory. 

And be pleaſed alſo to accept of our praiſes and thankſgir 
ings, for thy many favours which thou from time to time ha 
beſtowed upon us, more eſpecially for calling us by thy Wo 
in time, and for juſtiſying us by thy Son Chriſt, as well as | 

givl! 
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giving us a certain expectation of a betrer life when this is 
ended. Oh! it is thy great goodneis, O Lord, that thou haſt 
not deprived us of them all, who have from time to time 
walked ſo unworthy of thy love: But lay not to our 
charge our ingratitude, that we have not brought forth more 
* fruit in our lives, but grant for the time to come,” we may 
take more ſteps to thy kingdom. | 
1 We magnify thy name, O Lord, for all thy temporal bleſ- 
= ſings which thou haſt in mercy beſtowed upon us, and beg of 
* thee, to give us a right uſe of them, that we may not abuſe 
them, unto licentiouſneſs, Praiſed be thy holy name, for 
keeping us the night paſt from all dangers both of foul and 
body, and giving us ſweet and comfortable reſt; and cauſe 
that the reſt of our lives, we may be good examples unto 
others, and enjoy the peace of a good conſcience, till at laſt 
we come to reign with thes in glory, 
Our Father, Oc. 


An Evening Prayer for a Family. 


O Lord, prepare our hearts for Prayer, 


Eternal Cod, our loving and moſt merciful Father, it is 
thy gracious promiſe that where two or three are gathered 
together in thy name thou wilt be preſcat among them: we 
thy poor and unworthy ſervants, duſt and aſhes, come betore 
thee, to offer an evening ſacrifice of prayer and thankſgiving, 

We confeſs, O Lord, that we are grievous ſinners, conceived 
in fin, and born in iniquity, and have brought forth moſt vile 
fruit in our lives, to the great diſhonour of thy holy nzme, 
and the evil example of our brethren ; for which we juſtly de- 
ſerve thy wrath and indignation to be poured upon us both jn 
this life, and that which is to come; but we beg of thee, to be 
merciful unto us, and to forgive us our fins; tor againſt thee 
only have we ſinned, and done this evil in thy fight, 

To thee therefore do we come to crave the pardon of our 
fins, that they may not draw down upon us deſerved judg- 
ments; and to that intent, arm and ſtrengthen vs againſt fin 
for the time to come, Direct us aright, O Lord, in the paths 
of thy commandments, and lead us by thy holy ſpirit into all 
ruths, ſo that our ſinful hearts may be brought into ſubjec- 
lon, and faithful obedience unto Chriſt, 
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Guide us, O Lord, that we may give ourſelves, our ſouls, 


and our bodies to be lively and acceptable ſacrifices unto thee, 


Let thy love conſtrain us to love thee, who haſt made us alter 
thine own image, and didſt preſerve us in our mother's womb, 
and now daily nouriſhes us, and provides for us, and gives us 
many bleſlings, which God grant we may uſe to thy glory. 

Forgive us, O Lord, our unthankſulneſs, and let us for the 
time to come walk as children of the light, having ſpent the 
time that is paſt, according to the luſts of the fleſh, Set be- 
fore cur eyes the ſhortneſs of our lives, that we may be prepa- 
red for the ſecond coming of our Saviour to judgment, 

O let us be mindfulof cur Jatter end, let us number our days 
aright, that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom and be 
a!ways mindfu] of the account, which we muſt one day give 
to thee. ; 

Accept, O merciful Lord, of our thankſgiving unto thy 
Majeſty, for all thy mercies and bleſſings from time to time 
beſtowed upon us, and for the aſſurance that thou ha{t given 
vs of a better liſe When this is ended, and for thy goodnets 


towards us this day, wherein thou haſt freed us from many 


dangers of ſoul and body, and brought us with peace and com- 
fort to the beginning of this night. 


duties of the next day; and grant us all other things Which 


In which, Lord, watch a 
over us with thy Holy Spirit, and give us a holy and ſanQified ' 
uſe of our reſt and figep, ſo that we may be prepared tor the 
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we may itand in need of, thou belt knowing what. is mot 


proper for vs, for the ſake of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord: to whom with thee, O Father, together with thy bleſſee 


Spitit, we acknowledge to be due, and defize to give all ho- 


tour, praiſe, and glory, both now and for ever, Amen, 
Our Father, which art in heaven, c. 
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